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“] SAW ANOTHER ANGEL * * HAVING THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH TO THEM THAT DWELL ON THE *® %k SAYING,
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“HEARKEN 70 .THE WORD OF THE LORD; FOR THERE SHALL NOT ANY MAN AMONG YOU HAVE SAVE IT BE ONE WIFE.”—B0OK
OF MORMON; JACOB 2:6.
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THERE IS MORE 70 FOLLOW.

TuxE.—“ More {0 Follow.”?

Have you heard the gospel voice?
~Then there’s more:to follow.
If it made your heart rejoice,

Thers is more to follow. =
Faith-alons no.soul will save,

~There is more to follow;
Each command which Christ did give,

You have need to follow. -

CHORUS.

- More and more, more and more,
Christ commands-to follow,
Every precept of his word,
You have need to follow.

Are you of your sing assured?
- Then there’s more to follow;

If resolved to sin no move,

’ Btill there’s more to follow;
Christ himself the way has showa,
- Him yow’re bound to follow ;

. }ﬁou of water must be born,

8till there’s more to follow,.

If the Master’s footsteps, you,
Through the water; follow,

. You will find his promise true,

- There is more to follow;:

© Yon, the Holy Spirit’s zesal,

. Will perceive tofollow;
_And; rejoicing; you will feel,
- That there’s more to follow,

 Whon the Spirit you receive,

. There is'more to follow;

+You, a Christian’s life must live;

. Then shall blessings follow.
‘When perverted ways of men

. Tempt you, do not follow.

 Ouce astray, one step begun,

Soon there’s more to follow,

;h:‘

or the faith of Samts contend
. Enow thatjoy will follow,
No devlce or-plan of man
_ Bubstitute or follow ;
Him that overcomes is shown,
- Glorious things to follow; k
Relgn with Christ upen his! throne,
Thnre i muckh to follow,

e
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| LETTER FROM BRO. WH. B. SMITH

'Josepk :—1I have de]ayedf wntmg, in hopes
~ that when T did write, 1 mlght be able to do
better Jusme to the cause by my not being too
Whlle ab work on the farm

E. Jom«som

| it is hurry, hurry, all the time; to get the
odds and ends gathered before cold winter sets
in upon us.. The seasons are so short in this
Northern Jowa, that one can scarcely turn
round twice, (comparatively speaking), before
he must put to his best efforts to gather into
his garner—what grain, hay, and other pro-
duce that his short summer will permit him
to save from what he has gained by the labor
of his hands. - But, as these are matters that
I had not particularly in contemplation when I
began this letter, I will now name the subject.
It is the apostasy that I wish to make a few
remarks about, and it is the strange singulari-
ty that attaches fo their teachings abroad.
Firstand foremost, they proclaim to the world
that your father, Joseph Smith, was a prophet
sent of God to restore: the ancient, primitive
Church:of Christ, in"its pristine beauty and
holiness; but how strangely contradictory are
the teachings of the prophet, to the teachings

and workings of these Brighamite Mormons,

who deny wheolly the Divinity of Christ by
their substitute, Adam-God.

Joseph Smith, to my personal knowledge,
never taught any such doctrine, - While read-
ing over a few lines of that forged revelation
on the wife doctrine, I thought it singularly
strange that your father could have given ut-
terance to such ideas of blood and murder,

“1when in all hig lifetime, his example and teach-

ings were 8o .contrary, or reversed to such
teachings. ' No man, from my personal knowl.
edge, was more devoted to his wife and - chil-
dren than’ Joseph Smith; nor could he: for
ope singular moment have penned a law, or
given utterance to a rule that would; under
any circumstances: whatever, have deprived
them of life. - Nor did Joseph Smith ever pre:

-1 diet that the time would come, that it would

be lawful to murder apostates; or to destroy
rebellious women, because they refused to be-
come polygamous wives, or to submit to” such
rules of barbarism. . Any one acquainted with
the real character of Joseph Smith; on the
subject of family relation, would know, at the
first glance, that that monster revelation” wag
a forgery and a fraud of the blackest dye,
palmed off upon the name and character of
the prophet. Twice in my Ristory I journeyed
‘| with my brother Joseph to Missouri as his
life guard; once in the camp of the Saints,
and once in company with your Uncle Hyrum,
Vincent Knight, and Elder Rigdon; and up

to only a few days previous to his death, T

was in elose council, more or less, with your

W

father; and never in all this familiar associa-
tion with him; did I ever hear- him hint or
say that he had received a polygamous reve-
lation, And, from these, and other facts that
I might name, I pronounce. that polygamous

tent of which, like the oaths and covenants
that apostates administer in . their humbug
endowments, was to better enable these usur-
pers and conspirators to sustain themselves in
their apostasy, and illgotten power. :

In conclusion, I will add that 1 am per--
sonally acquainted with the god, or the gods,
that gave utterance to this monster revelation.
Three of the principal onesengaged in getting
it up are dead, died in Utah, and only one re-
mains of that party, consplrators who ‘hold
the monarchial rule; as head and Jead of that

in Utah. :
- I will note: more on this sub]ect at another

a place in the: columns of the Herald, or in
the Saints” Advocate. I will mention, how=
ever, that on the subject of the priesthood;
there can not be any divin gnition of its
authority in the sight of , where the only ~
claim for its divinity rests upou the faots of &

usurped power; for in all such ecages, crimin-

results. - But how different are the views ta-
ken by these conspirators in support of their
usurped power; as per example and teaching,
And what a strange fallipg away from first
positions (when contrasted) as named in the

first of thisarticle; that Joseph Smith was the

pure Church of Christ upon the earth; and in
that Church there was to be no murder, no
steahng, no falge swearing, but all was to be
peace,.joy, loving one another and keeping all
of the commandments of God, that the fullness
of the glory of God mlght rést upon his
people in this Latter Day Work. Such, in

mankind, was to constitute’ the mission and
calling of Joseph Smith, the prophet. Tt was

righteousness, not by fraud, nor by seeret

not in unholy temples, nor will he bless a

souls:

the progress of the true Church of
Brother W. W. Blair, also, writes
work i8 on the inorease having bap ,
thirty persons of late, and more coming i
glory to God! Let hlm have all the p 2ig

WW, LattuDa\ Tluth ow o

revelation a base and wicked forgery, the in.- .. ;

faction of the Brlgham apostasy now existing

time, lest this writing becomes too lengthy for :

ality, murder and treason become the natural - .

chosen of God, to build up and restore the

part, we wish to say to the world, and to all

to build up a gospel church by works of

works of darkness ‘nor by ev11 doing. God,’ .
(as we are told T the good Book), dwelleth

corrupt prxesthood to the salvatmn of many”

I rejowe much; J oseph when T read from
your pen that the out look is prosperous for




_ for his wonderf'ul mezoies are. extended to all
~ those that put their trust in hlm and worshlp
‘him in the beauty of holiness.

~ Elder David McGoon,
, Alamakee county, Towa, and his wife, made
me a visit a few days since, they were welcome
visitors; they are old time Saints and strong
in the faith of the work. Brother. MecGoon
. has 2 most excellent talent for public speak-
_ ing; and his spirit gathers llghb from'a world
- that is divine. - An Elder coming that way

- would find a welcome at his domicile, and
open doors” in that vicinity to held forth in.
- I vipited that place some three years-ago, and
succeeded in removing much of the prejudice
- oft the people against-the faith of the -true
Latter Day Saints, by explaining to them that
we neither held nor claimed affinity with the
apostasy that “had gone ‘off tothe valley of
the mountains.

I am done now.. In my ‘next Ishail en-
deavor to explain -the mysterious problem of
those Smiths [in Utah, being o deeply im-
merged in- that Brighamite faction of Mor-
monism, that has the curse of polygamy for its

mottos a barbarism that every person profess-

ing to be a Latter Day Saint, ought to be
ashamed  of. More ‘anon. . This from,your
uncle;in love of the truth,

L W“\I . SMITH,

e

SIGNS FOLLOWING.

«And these signs shall follow them that be-
lieve; in my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; they shall
take up serpents; ‘and if ‘they drink any deadly
thing it ghall not hurt'them; they shall lay hands
on:thagick-and they shall recover.”’—Mark 16 :
17,18,

There  is not that unity in the Church, as

touching the question-of authority, that I not
only wish there was; but think there ought
to:be; in order to build up the kingdom suc-
cessfully. A few thoughts have suggested
themselves to my mind, whish I concluded to
writo, desiring to be guided by that “spirit of
truth’”’ -that - Jesus promised bis  followers.
The - question is, Who: has the right to lay
on'hands? . Jesus says; “them that believe.”
Perceiving that thisis an ordinance of faith;
it must follow that those who administer in
the ordinance, must have the requisite faith.
Now a faith not founded on the word of God,
is of no effect, is it not? azeal without knowl-
edge.. Then how necessary that the planks
in our platform; be that which is taught in
--the'revealed word of  God.  The written law
is 'what I understand we are dealing with, and
it is by that, that we try the things of the un-
written law.. All must harmonize, else we
have no standard. It would indeed be a zeal
without knowledge; and, the history of the
past proves, sadly though it be, foolishuess in
the extreme.

If it be true-that believers of the gospel,
have the right to lay on hands, we ask, Of
what use i3 a called, a chosen ministry? I
answer, there is none, for there is no special
power laid on them more than follows all be-
lievers. Again, if this be true, it gives the
sisters equal privilege with the brothers; viz.
to preach (which Paul said was a'shame) and
to administer in all the ordinanees of the house
of God. I have no objections to their doing
80, provided the law of God permitted them;
and upon the same ground, in the same light,

P
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from Buckland ,

tolic age.

‘do I he]d the condmon ofall bellevers of the
‘word, save some, who through faith, are heirs

of the blessing.  Let the word of God answer,
and let us as-children conform thersto.  Latter
Day Saints should be consistent with them-
selves, for they repudiate the teaching of the
Christian world because they declare, that,
“all that is necessary for salvation is to Delieve
on the Tord Jesus Christ, and they ghall be
saved.””  “For by grace are ye saved through
faith and this not of yourselves, but of God,”
&ec., and condemn them for not taking the
word as'a whole.” Then 'we should not fali

-under this condemnation. :
:“Then he called histwelve disciples together,

and ‘gave . them power and authority over all
devils, and. to' cure diseases.. And he sent
them to preach the kingdom of God, and to
héal the sick’” (Luke 9:1,2). Some may
urge:that because the words “his twelve dis-
ciples’”’ are’ used, that, that was the pumber
that constituted his followers at that time, as
digciples implies followers; and also, that some
were ‘women ;' but if you will read Matt. 8 : 5,
6, you will find sufficient to disparage you in
the belief that the twelve were all; and in
Matt: 10 : 24, we have the names of these
twelve, which we find “to be the ‘names of
twelve men, and I do not know of a single
instance on record-of a woman being com-

-missioned w;th thu authority of the puest«

hood. ,

“And the twelve who were ordained of
him, were with him’~~Ckrist. “Luke 8: 1.
These ev1dently were the same twelve to

whom the writer’ refers” in~9th- chapter, i

which - Christ gave them power, they hav~
ing been previously ordained. Now to ordain,
is, “to- invest with ministerial -or sacerdotal
functions; a rite.” _ Paul sets forth the man-
ner that evidently was the rule'in the apos-
“Neglect not the gift that is in
thee, which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying or of the hands of the presby-
tery’”” (1 Tim. 4 : 14). So then this authority
was transferred by the laying onof hands. “Af.
ter these things the Lord appoinied other seven-
ty also, and sent them two and two before his
face, into every city and place whither he
himgelf would ‘come.” (Luke 10: 1. It s
harmonious to conclude that he appointed
them in the same manner that he did the
twelve, viz; by the laying on of hands; for “in
Him is no variableness, neither: shadow of
turning,” acting just like Himself.

“Again, Jesus says, “Ye have not chosen
me but I have chosen you, and ordained you,

‘that you should go and bring forth fruis, thas

your fruit should remain; that whatsoever ye
may ask the Father in my name, he may
give it you.” (John 15 :16).

“Bus,” says one, “Christ was talking to the
branches of the vine,” His Chureh.” Very

1 good, but this ordination must be in harmony

with other scripture :

“For to one ig given by the Spirit ths word of
wisdom; to another, the word of knowledge by
the same 'Spirit; to another, faith by the same
Spirit; to another, ghe gifts of healing by the
same Spirit; to another, the working of miraclea;
to another, prophecy; to another, discerning of
spirits; to another, divers kinds of tongues; to
another; the interpretation of tongues.

“And God hath set some in'the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers,
after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps,
governments, diversities of tongues.  Are all
apostles? ave all prophets? are sll teschers? are

,all workers of miracles? have all-the gifts of heal-
‘ing? 'do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?
T say unto you, Nay; for' I have shown unto.
 you s more excellent way, therefore covet earnestly
the best gifts.”’—1 Cor.:12': 8210, 28-31. (1. T.)
S wAnd he gave some, apostles, and  gome,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas-
tors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, -
for th'e work of the fministry, for the edifying of
the ‘body of Christ; till iwe, in the unity of the
faith, all come-to the knowledae of “the Son of
God, unto s perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.”’ —Eph.4:11-18,

Why all this? =~ “That we be no more chil-
dren; tossed toand fro,” & T am aware that
this is delicate ground, as the ¢rue minister
of Christ does not wish to arrogate authority
to bimself. " But who placed them there? Did
not Gtod? Then itis for an allwise purpose
in him; and though those holding the priest-
hood have caused “the truth tobe evil spoken ,
of,” by virtue of “damnable heresies,” does it
in any degreelessen the honor of those offices 7
Oertam]y not. - Follow those oﬂicers only as.
they follow Christ:

Again, “But all these worketh that one and
the - selfsame  spirit, dividing to every man
geverally as he will,” or as God will (1 Cor 12 ¢ -
11).  Many gifts are given to all the believ-~
ers, for all-'who do his will, are ‘promised a
knowiedge of the works, (John 7:17), but
that all believers are to receive all the gifts,
or any one or more of them, is folly in the ex-
“treme, becausze it is diametrically opposed to the
revealed word of God, but “dividing severally
‘a8 -he will” © Some may urge all believers
have faith.  Yes, but not the gift of faith as
it iz understood in (1 Cor. 12:9). From
these then “we feel safe in concluding with
James, “Is anysick among you? let him eall
for the elders of ‘the Church; and let them
pray over him, ancinting him "with oil in the
name of the Lord” (James 5:14). Now to
administer in “the pame of the Lord” im
plies authority.

- Again: “Now then we are amba :ssadors for
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us;
we pray you in Ohrist’s stead be ye reconeiled
to God” (2 Cor §:20), "It must be quite
obvious to all, that no one ¢an labor in Christ’s
stead without first having been ¢ommissioned
by him =0 to do, no more than one gould act
a8 an agen$ for & firm without first being au- -
thorized to. do so; and though those com-
missioned are required to follow a eertain law,
and when they do so, all contracts are of fall
valus; yet, if unauthomzed the contracts are
null and void. "And no cne canadminister in
the ordinances that Christ did, unless they
have the same authority that he possessed;
which, I trust no Latter Day Saint will care
to deny, was that of the higher or Melchisedeo
priesthood (Heb, 5: 5,6, 10). *‘The office of
an Elder comes Under the priesthood of Mel-
chisedee * * * to administer in .gpiritual
things” (D. & C. Bec. 104 par.3).

Avam ,speaking of thesiek, * * * “and the
Elders of the Church, two or more, shall be
called” (Sec 42 par. 12). These harmonize
with James “let him call for the Hlders of the
Church.” These unite in the one fact; vig;
that the Flders alone have the power fo lay on
hands for the sick. “And no man taketh
this honor unto himself but he that was called
of God as was Asron” (Heb. 5: 4). “Behold
I command you, that you need not suppose
that you are called to preach until ‘you are

called” (D. & C. Sec. 10 par. 8). * * “Behold
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1 speak unto all who have good desires”
(par. 11).

As regards the blessings that will follow
gome of the believers; notice, one -of them is
the gift of prophecy. Now a man may be a
prophet and not hold the priesthood. Johm
the. Baptist was a prophet, and Jesus said,
“more than a prophet.”” Why? John held
the priesthood to baptize for the remission of
sing (Matt. 3:11), and in that I believe he
was more than a prophet. Joseph the Scer,
and others likewise. “Iirst, apostles, second-
arily prophets.” Joseph the Seer was ordained
an apostle (D. & C. 17, par. 1), And
here I will add that if oll believers have the
right to administer, there was no need of that,
or any other ordinatior

The Asaronic or Levitieal priesthood is an
appendage to the greater (Seo. 104, par. 8).
The duty of these holding that priesthood is
set forth in Bee. 17, par. 16, 11. This de-
clares what they shall do, and it would be ab-
surd to require a declaration of whab they
shall not do. 1t may alse be urged, thab be-
cause priests have the right to ordain other
priests, teachers and deacons; (Sec. 17, par.
10); that ke also has the right to lay on
hands for the sick, insomuch as the ordaining
is done by the Holy Ghost -in him; bub it is
not coucked in the commandments, hence we
need nob suppose that it is admissable; he has
a degree of this power, it seems, for -the pur
pose of propagabing the priesthood under di-
vine sanction; but “the stream can nof rise
higher than the fountain” and the power to
lay on hands for the sick, as we have notised,
clearly belongs to the higher or Melchisedee
priesthood. 'The strongest argument that we
have hetrd in defence of the theory that un.
der some circumstances the uncalled believer
hag the right to lay on hands, iz that most
rules have exceptions, and perhaps the same
with this. = For instanoce, the seriptures teach
that through the laying on of hands the Holy
(Ghost is given to baptized believers; but that
some beliovers have received the Holy Ghost,
though not baptized. Very true; but mark,
there was no human means used to transfer
the Holy Ghost. So, also, has it been in
healing; no Klders being convenient and for
lack of time, the simple method of kneeling
and asking God for the blessing of health
brought the desived cffect. So here is an ex-
ception, and perhaps many others like it, and
the beauty of it, to our mind, is, that these
exeeptions ave similar, no human means used
to transfer 15. The evidence to uws is, that
when God uses human means, He will call,
and ordain him to that power. Think you
there is an exception to the rule laid down in
John 3:57 Certainly there can not be; and
so do we consider in the rule of the adminis-
trations of men. It may be well for any one
to anoint the afflicted part with oil, but when
one does it ““in the name of the Lord,” or com-
mand the digease to be rebuked with the lay-
ing on of the hands, i implies authority, and
I can not from seriptural, or any cther stand-
point, think it admissable, unless called of
Ged, and ordained unto that power. Literally
gpeaking the Christain world are not believers,
hence have not the blessing, bué some of them
are perbaps believers in -the principle of the
prayer of faith saving the sick (James 5: 15).
And I believe that many, as well as Latter Day
Baints, enjoy thiz to a degree; but their lay-

ing on hands, I do not believe avails them
any thing because of authority, else the
claims of Latter Day Saints i3 a farce, and the
seriptures which teach of the ancient apostasy,
and of the re-establishment of God’s church,
God’s authority, viz; the priesthood, does
not mean what it says. The whole founda-
tion is shaken, “and we are found false wit-
nesses.”” This is not argument but it is the
conclusion that I am driven to.

Wesley believed the time would come when
the gifts would be enjoyed. . Why did he not
move and perform those ordinances? Beecause
he kad not the fuith, the true faith, for he
recognized the necessity of authoriy. Now
then where are the Aeys of the kingdom? If
it be urged thet the “believers” used in the
text, are those that believe that through their
own administration, the signs do follow, then
they have a right to the Melchisedec priest-
hood; bub be careful, for Satan himself has
transformed himself .into an angel of light.
So les us know the will of the Father and
pasiently elimb up the hill, uniil we reach
that happy home, Mount Zion, is my prayer,

E. H. Gurzny.
Szpawicr, Decatur Co., Towa.
)
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LETTER FROM BRO, JOHN MACAULEY.

Brother Henry :—Bear with me in making
a few remarks on an article in the Herald of
Kovember 1st, page 322, on “Prcbation.” I
do not write mevely 60 show my wisdom above
any of my dear brethren. God forbid. I love
them too dearly for that. But I write for the
truth’s sake, and devoutly pray that there may
be no divisions among us. ' .

God delights to feed his people with the
bread of life which he sent down from heaven,
and that is every word thas proceeds from him.

But I come to the point. There will be a
time when all who died without the gospel
law will have it preached unto them; and that
time i3 in Christ’s kingdom or Millennium,
but not in this present world. It is filled with
pollution and sin, blood toucheth blood, and
there is all manner of wickedness. Ifthe old
world was corrup$ before God, this present is
worse. Karthquakes, fives, storms, the light-
ning’s fiash, and the rumbling and roaring of
the thuander, show plainly thaé it is about to
be burned up, for itis too polluted for Christ’s
kingdorm. He said to Pilate, (John 18:36),
“My kingdom is not of this world.” To the
Pharisees he said, “Men do not put new cloth
on an old garment, neither do they put new

wine into old bottles,” for the new wine would
burst the bottles. The citizens of Christ’s
kingdom must bury these old bodies that we
received from the first Adam, must put off the
old man and pub on the new. Read Rom. 6:
6; Hph. 4 :22,23,24; Col. 2: 11, 12, and
3:9,10. "By baptism we bury the old Adam,
and by the laying on of hands we receive the
seed of the new life, that we may receive the
promise. Also the new world will be pre-
pared for the new Adam. 8eel Cor.15:45=
48. Then when this earth is restored into its
firet happy state, Jesus will come to take hig

 (Chap. 48). Baptism will be restored.
Hzek. 13: 2).

place with all hig saints, and the first Adam,
with his thousands of thousands, will meet
Jesus and his band, and Adam (Ancient of
days) with his thousands of saints will bow to
Jesus and become the sons of God. (Read
Dan. 7:9, 10). Then when the kingdom
that was lost by the first Adam will be re-
stored to Jesus and the kingdom is reorgan-
ized, all who died without the gospel will be
raised, all but willful murderers, and those
who received the gospel and turned away from
it. These will remain in their graves until
the end of the thousand years. Noah’s fami-
ly will each get the part sllotted to them.
Shem, Asia; Ham, Africa; Japheth, the
northern parts; Abraham and Isaac and Jacob,
Palestine ; and their spiritual seed, the Conti-
nent of America. All these nations will have
restored to them the Melchizedek priesthood,
that they may be prepared for receiving the
celestial priesthood of the Son. I refer the .
reader for Tsrael’s part to Ezek. 47 : 40 to the
end of the book. David is to be their prince.
(See

They will have many privileges that we of
this world have not. Satan is to be bound so
that he can not tempt. Children are not to
die under one hundred years. The new and
everlasting covenant will be preached ; Satan
is to be loosed for a little season, to fulfill the
Seriptures, “If ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards
and not sons.”” So by suffering they may be
made perfect, to receive a house made without
hands, eternal in the heavens.  This city has
foundations as well as gates. (Bev. 21:10,
to end). The Millennium then is the time
that the gospel will go unto all the world, to
kings and queens, emperors, lords and nobles,
and they will hear the gospel .proclaimed by
God’s own mouth. And here comes the en-
dowment. Before the former apostles were
sent to the world they had to be endowed with
power from above. No doubt they attended
to the ordinances of endowment. In these
last days, before the gospel went to Hurope,
they (the priesthood) were endowed ; and in
the temple that is yet to be built, will the en-
dowment be, before the gospel goes to the na-
tions of the earth, and so ends the work of
God. Amen. " J. MACAULEY.

JOHN WESLEY—HIS FAITH IN THE
EFFICACY OF PRAYER.

July 2,1759.—1 rode to Durham, and want
at once to the meadow by the river side, where
I preached two years ago. The congregation
was now larger by one-half; but the sun was
so seorching hot upon my head, that I was
searce able to speak. I paused a little, and
desired God would provide us  covering, if it
was for his glory. Ina moment it was done;
a cloud covered the sun, which troubled us no .
more. Ought voluntary humility to conceal
these palpable proofs that God still heareth
prayer! . oo

June 8, 1763.—Just as I began preaching
in the open air, the rain began ; but it stopped
in two or three minutes, I am persuaded, in
answer to the prayer of faith. Incidents of
the same kind I have seen, abundance of times;
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and particularly in this journey; and they are
nothing strange to them who seriously believe,
The very hairs of your head are all num-
bered.”

August 16th, 1769.—1I gave a second read-
ing to Mr. Newton’s account of his own expe-
rience. Thereis something very extraordinary
therein ; but one may aceount for it without a
jot of predestination. I doubt not but his,
as well as Col. Gardiner’s conversion, was in
answer to his mother’s prayers.

QOctober 10, 1778.—1I was desired to visit
one who had been eminently pious, but had
now been confined to her bed for several
months, utterly unable to raise herself up.
She desired us to pray that the chain might
be broken. A few of us prayed in faith.
Presently she rose up, dressed herself, came
down stairs, and I believe had not any further
complaint. ;

September 5, 1781.—I believe it my duty
£3 relate here what some will esteem a notable
instance of enthusiasm. Be it se or nof, 1
relate the plain fact. In an hour after we left
Taunton, one of the chaise horses was, on a
sudden, so Jame, that he could hardly set his
foot to the ground. 1t being impossible fo
procure any human help, I knew of no remedy
but prayer. Immediately the lameness was
gone, and he went just as he did before.

April 26, 1782.—1 got to Halifax, where
Mzr. Floyd lay in a high fever, almost dead for
want of sleep. This was prevented by the
violent pain in one of his feet, which was much
swelled, and so sore, it could not be touched.
We joined in prayer that God would fulfill His
word, and give his beloved sleep. Presently,
the swelling, the soreness, the pain were gone;
and he had a good night's rest.

August 13.—At three o’clock in the after-
noon, Ltook coach. About one on Wednesday
morning, we were informed that three high-
waymen were on the road before us, and had
robbed all the ecaches that had passed, some
of them within an hour or two. I felt no un-
easiness on the account, knowing that God
would take care of us; and he did so, for be-
fore we came to the spot, all the highwaymen
were taken; 80, we went on unmolested, and
early in the afternoon came safe to Bristol.

Decomber 21.—I visited Mr. Maxfield,
struck with a violent stroke of palsy. Hewas
senseless, and seemed near death; but we be-
sought God for him, and his spirit revived, I
can not but think in answer to prayer.

May 23, 1783.—I set out for Derby; but
the smith had so effectually lamed one of my
horses, that many told me he would never be
able to travel more. I thought, even this may
be made a matter of prayer, and set out cheer-
fully. The horse, instead of growing worse
and worse, went better and better; and in the
afternoon brought us safe to Derby.

April 9, 1785.—DBetween nine and ten we
went on board the Clémont packet; but it was
& dead calm till past ten on Sunday, when the
company desired me to give them a sermon.
After sermon, I prayed that God would give
us a full and speedy passage.. While I was
speaking, the wind sprang up, and in twelve
hours brought us to Dublin Bay. Does not
our Lord still hear prayer?

September 3, 1786.~—When we had been

twenty-four hours on board, we were soarce
come a third of our way. I judged we should
not get on unless I preached, which I there-
foredid, and I believe all wereaffected.  After-
ward, we had a fair wind for several hours;
but it fell dead calm again. This did not last
long, for as soon as prayer was over a fresh
breeze sprang up and brought us into the bay.

It being then dark we cast anchor, and i6
was well, for, at ten at night, we had a violent
storm. - I expected little rest. But I prayed,
and God answered, so that I slept sound till
my usual hour, four o’clock.

July 11, 1787.—A¢t seven we sailed with a
fair wind. Between nine and ten I lay down,
as usual, and slept till near four, when I was
waked by an uncommon noise, and found the
ship lay beating upon a large rock, about a
league from Hollyhead. The captain leaped
up, and running upon the deck, when he saw
how the ship lay, eried out, “ Your lives may
be saved but 1 am undone!” Vet no sailor
swore, and no woman cried ous. We immedi-
ately went to prayer, and presently the ship, I
know not how, shot off the rock, and pursued
her way, without any more damage than the
wounding a few of her outside planks.

August 14.—The wind turning contrary,
and blowing hard, we were very near being
shipwrecked. When we were in the middle
of the rocks, with the sea rippling all around
ug, the wind totally failed. Had this eontin-
ued we must have struck upon one or other of
the rocks, sc we went to prayer, and the wind
sprang up instantly. Aboutsunset we landed.

September 6.—Wens on board with a fair
wind, but we had just entered the ship when
the wind died away. We cried to God for
help, and it presently sprung up, exactly fair,
and did not cease till it brought us into Pen-
zance Bay.

November 25.—Returning to Canterbury, I
called on Mr. Kingsford, a man of substance
as well as piety. Heinformed me, “Seven years
ago, I so entirely lost the use of my ancles and
knees, that T could no more stand than a new-
born child. All the advice I had profited me
nothing. In this state I continued six years.
Last year I sent for a physician, but before
he came, as I sat reading the Bible, I thought,
Asa sought to the physicians, and not to God;
but God can do more for me than my physi-
oian. Soon after, I heard a noise in the street,
and raising up, found I eould stand. Being
much surprised, I walked several times about
the room; then I walked into the Sguare.
From that time I have been perfectly well,
having as full use of my limbs as I had seven
years ago.”

October 6, 1788.—When I came into town,
it blew a storm; and many eried out, “ So it
always does when he comes!” DBut it fell as
suddenly as it rose; for God heard prayer.

May 29, 1789.—Between Newton and Moyle
we had such rain as I never saw in Hurope
before. In two minutes the horsemen were
drenched from head to foot. We dined at the
rector’s, Dr. Wilson, a man of uncommon
learning, particularly in the Oriental tongues.
At six, he took me in his coach to the castle-
yard, where a numerous congregation soon
assembled. Almost as soon as I hegan to
preach, the rain began. Observing the people
began to scatter, I prayed aloud that God
would “stay the bottles of heaven.” He did
go; the people returned, and we had acom-

fortable refreshing shower of heart-reviving
love.

The journals of Mr. Wesley contain many
instances of answer to prayer. The above in-
stances are selected, and I here present them,
for the glory of God, and for the encourage-
ment of Christians to exercise faith in Him
who answers prayer.

LETTER FROM UTAH AND REPLY.

8r. Georae, Utah, June 10th, 1877,
My Dear Sister, and Dear Children :—I
now will endeavor to answer your letter. I
was thankful to hear from you, but was sur-
prised to learn by your letter that you believe
that Joseph Smith’s son was the legal heir to
lead the church and kingdom of God. This
Idon’tbelisve. You might ask me my reason.
It fs this: T can testify that I heard Joseph
Smith, the prophet of God, say that he was
tired and weary, and he was now to roll off that
power on the twelve apostles and they should
bear off the kingdom of God ; and I think you
might have heard Joseph the prophet say the
same. There are thousands of witnesses that
can testify to this. This power was given to
the twelve apostles, that they should lead and
bear off the kingdom of God, until God would
appoint another in their place. '
You say that Jogeph Bmith’s son is the legal
heir 0 bear off the Church. I would be glad
if it was so, for I always had great respect and
love to Joseph Swmith’s family. I kdow that
he wag a trie prophet of God, and T often
heard you bear this testimony with your dear
husband, and you kunow thabt this power was
given to the twelve apostles by our prophet
Joseph Smith. Now, I would ask you, who
led the church afier our Savior was taken away?
It was the twelve apostles, Peter being the
president of that quorum; so it is Brigham
Young's right to lead the Church, he being
the president of the apostles, or of that quorum,
and now it is the vight.of the next one that
stood by Pres. Young, and so on till the lastof
the twelve is all gone. And so on ¢ill every
guorum that belongs to the church and king-
dom of God, for the priesthood shall never be
taken from the saints of God. Now I would,
T will ask you a question. Where did Joseph
Bmith’s son get his priesthood? Did he come
in at the door of the kingdom of God? Where
did ke, Joseph Smith, receive his ordination,
or who baptized him? I can tell you, it was
old Marks and Gurley, that apostatized in
Nauvoo, and were cub off from the church and
kingdom of God, and went to the Strangites,
and then went back to Joseph Smith’s son.
And they pretended to have power to ordain
him to be a prophet of God to lead his Church ;
they ave the apostates that pretended to have
a revelation to ordain him to that office. This
is of the devil, and not of God. If Joseph or
his brother David would come to the Chureh,
where the priesthood had that power to lead
down into the waters, and they had baptized
them and ordained them to that power, then
the people, or Baints, would be glad to have
received them, for I believe it would be their
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right to help bear off the kingdom. I now
will ask you if you don’t know that thisis the
gospel of Christ that you obeyed. I believe
you had this testimony, to know for yourself.
How is it that you have gone away and believe
another doctrine and deny Joseph Smith’s
teaching? You know, or ought to know, that
Bro. Joseph received a revelation showing that
polygamy was a true principle, and gave a
commandment to obey it; which he, Joseph
Smith, did, and had several wives and children,
which you know. And how isi¢ that you say
that you are strong in the faith and deny, by
your letter, polygamy? You might as well
deny Bro. Joseph of being a true prophet of
God, which you have testified before God and
his Saints, that you knew ¢hat Bro. Joseph was
a true prophet of God.

I defy you, or any of the priests of this gen-
eration, to find anything against a man of God
having as many wives ag he can support. This
you may think is a bold saying, but I can
prove it by the word of God; and you or any
person, can’t fetch any scripture to prove that
it was not so. Jesus never said aught againss
it, and all the prophets did obey it ; and raised
large families, which you can’t deny, if you
believe the Bible. God blessed them and
often spake to them, and they were blessed
by the Spiris of God continually uatil they
disobeyed the commandments of God. So it
is in our day, If one moan sing and disobeys
God, he iz accountable for his sins; and not
you or any other person ; we allshall be judged
aceording to our works.

Now, Maria, I have written plainly to you,
and [ want you to do the same to me; for I
love you and your dear children, and I would
be glad if you ecould see as I do, for I know
you have a work to do for your dear husband
and his dead. This is vequired of you, and
your children, and. if you don’t obey it God
will require it of you, and you will lose that
reward and blessing which you might receive.
T will do all that lies in my power for your
dear husband and his dead, if you dow’s come
and attend to it. Now I want you to ask me
any qaestions you wish me to answer. Get
some person to write for you, for I could not
anderstand your writing. My love to you and
all your children. NMay God bless you with
his Holy Spirit, is the prayer of your brother,

Wu. Emeny,

Brrro1r, Becker Co., Minn ,
July 8th, 1878,

Mr. Wm. Empey, Dear Str :—Your letter
of June 10:th, addressed to your sister-in-law,
Marie Bmpey, was placed in my hauds 2 short
time ago, with a request to answer the same,
which I shall now eadeavor to do, in as plain
and brief & manner as possible.

I have concluded to write for the cause of
truth without disguise, and if sister Bmpey
wishes to add thereto, she can do so, as seem-
eth her good. As your letter is mostly made
up of bare assertions, questions, and your own
personal testimony, withous a single quotation,
ur reference to the word of God as given through

Joseph Smith, whose name you profess to hold-

in high repute, it will only be needful for me
to present a portion of the vast amount of evi-
dence that exists on the other side.

You say that you are surprised that your
gister should balieve Joseph Smith to be the
legal heir to lead the church and kingdom of

God. And why should you be surprised, when
the revelations of God, given through Joseph
the Martyr, plainly declare him to be the man
to hold that exalted position! Moreover, Ly-
man Wight, Wm. Clayton, W. W. Phelps, P.
P. Pratt, the martyr’s mother, sister Lucy
Smith, B. Young and a host of others have
testified that Joseph is the man; and it was
generally understood, after the death of the
martyr, that “young Joseph” would come
forth in the due time of the Lord andlead the

Church. Even you admit that if Joseph ot

David had gone to Utah, and there been bap-
tized and ordained, “it would have been their
right to help bear off the kingdom.” Now
the law makes it his (Joseph’s) right by lineage,
and containg a promise that the priesthood
shall continue in the lineage of the martyr,
until the great restoration. (Doe. & Cov. 6:
3, old ed.) Nowhere is Joseph’s right to
stand in the place of his father made depend-
ent upon an ordination from B. Young or any
of his fellows.  And why should Joseph go to
Utah to be baptized? seeing he was baptized
by his father, ab Nauvoo, before his father’s
death, and not by “old Marks and Gurley,”
a8 you insinunatingly, but falsely assert.

You say, “I can testify that [ heard Joseph
Smith, the prophet of God, say that he was
now tired and weary, and that he was now to
roll off that power on the twelve apostles, and
they should bear off the kingdom of God.”
You think, s0 you say, that your sister proba-
bly heard the same things; but she says she
never heard anything of the kind, though her
opportuaities for hearing such statements (had
shey ever been made) were better than yours.
If Joseph placed;the kingdom on she shoulders
of the twelve, then why did B.  Young, with
Willard and Heber, in December, 1847, olimb
into “Moses’ seat,” in violation of the promise
that Brigham himself had’made to the church,
viz: “The twelve stand in their own place,
and always will”— Times and Seasons, vol. b,
p- 618. Why not leave the kingdom where
you and they (Brigham’s twelve) say Joseph
placed i 7

From Doc. & Cov. 51 : 2, we learn that God
intended to appoint another in Joseph’s stead ;
and from Doc. & Cov. 14 : 2, we find that the
appeintment musé come through the martyr,
Joseph. - Lyman Wight, one of the Twelve,
testified up to the time of his death, 1858, that
when Joseph, Hyrum and himself were in Lib-
erty Jail, Missouri, in 1839, little Joseph was
brought by his mother and left wish him while
she attended 4o some business in town; and
that then and there Joseph, Hyrum and him-
solf 1aid their hands on the young boy’s head,
Joseph blessed him and prophesied that he
would yet lead the church of the living God.

“ Bro. James Whitehead, of Alten, Illinois,
gays that a short time before Joseph’s martyr-
dom, young Joseph was anointed and set apart
to be the successor of his father, under the
hands of his father, in a council held in
Joseph’s own house, the Mansion, in Nauvoo.
He says Bishop N. K. Whitney held the horn
of oil upen the occasion ; and further says that
Gteo. J. Adaws, and gome now in Utah were
present. Bro. Whitehead was Joseph’s clerk
at the time. Joseph’s widow, Emma, says
she well remembers the time, and, though not
present, she heard her hushand say that young
Joseph was set apart to be his succesgor. She
also says that after young Joseph was anointed

and set apart, Geo. J. Adams came down to
her room greatly elated with what had trans-
pired, saying that they now knew who would
be the successor of Joseph, for his father had
just set him apart to that office and calling.”

The above isan extract from a tract written
on the subject of the successorship, by an
Elder in Utah.

The value of these testimonies is seen in the
fact that they fully agree with the law of God
as found in Doetrine and Covenants. “To the
law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is
no light in them.”—Isa. 8:20. And, we
might add, the law and testimony must agree,
else nothing is established.

Your peculiar idea that it is the right of B.
Young (because President of the Twelve) to
lead the Church, and now is the right of the
one next to him in office, ete., etc., is novel in
the extreme, and has been conjured up by
yourself, or some one else for you. Such a
thing is not known to the law of God, and is,
therefore, an illegitimate child of Brighamite
origin, like hundreds of others in Utah.

You ask, “Where did Joseph Smith get his
authority ?”  He got the right to this priest.
hood by lineage, according to promise, as we
have already seen. (Doc. & Cov. 6:3). In
the revelation of 1841 par. 18, we read, *“ For
this anointing have I put upon his head, that
his blessing also be put npon the head of his
posterity after him.” Joseph was ordained at
Amboy, Illinois, in 1860, by the authority of
a General Conference of the Church, as the
law requires. (Doe & Cov. 2:17). . He was
ordained under the hands of brethren Wm.
Marks and Z. H. Gurley. Wm. Marks was
the President of the High Council and of the
Nauvoo Stake, at the death of Joseph, hence
was the highest local authority in the Church
after Joseph was taken. Z. H. Gurley was a
president of the Seventies at the death of
Joseph, and was afterwards chosen-an Apostle
in the Reorganization. Now under the hands
of these men, and two others, young Joseph
was ordained to the Presidency of the High
Priesthood. You say this was all of the devil ;
bust the word and Spirit of the Almighty bear
united testimony that it is of God. You de-
nounce Gurley and Marks as “old apostates.”
I do not wonder at this, for the devil never
knowingly fights against himself, but makes it
his business to oppose the work of God, and
those into whose care it is committed. Breth-
ren Gurley and Marks were men who fully
endorsed the faith of all true Latter Day
Saints; men who honored the name of the
endorse the false doctrines taught by Young,
Strang and others. These men labored zeal-
ously and not withous the blessings of God, to
remove the foul stain that was brought upon
the pure faith of the Church by the introduc-
tion of polygamy and other “damnable here-
sies,”

You aceuse your sister of leaving the doc-
trines of Christ, and denying the teachings of
Joseph Smith. Did Christ ever teach polyg-
amy? Let us see. ‘“And he [Christ] an-
swered and said unto them, Have ye not read,
that he which made them at the beginning,
made them male and female, and said, For
this cause shall 2 man leave father and moth-
er, and shall cleave to his wife [not wives]:

and @hey twain l: not three, ssizc2 or moreg shall
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be one flesh.” (Matt. 19:4, 5). Christ com-
manded hig apostles to teach af/ that he had
taught them (Matt. 28 : 20), but nowhere do
we learn that they taught polygamy. Paul
says, “Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let
every ;man have his own wife [not w1ves],
and every woman have her own husband.”—

1 Cor.7:2. But the Brighamite cure for
this evil is, “Let every man have all the wives
he can support!” And then the beauty of
this dootrine is that a man’s glory is to depend
upon the number of his wives and children;
therefore, the more money and property a man
has, the more wives and children here, and
the greater his kingdom hereafter! Tesus
said, “How hardly shall they that have riches
enter the kingdom of heaven,” but with the
Brighamites, according to this doctrine, their
salvation is about a sure thing. But then
the number of males and females born into the
world is about equal; (or the number of males
born is in excess); and if the rich man is to
have all the wives he can support, then many
a good and worthy man who is able to sup-
port one wife must be deprived entirely of
both wife and children; and, as a reward for
his sacrifice here, he shall have no kingdom
or glory hereafter!! If this is not a “damna-
ble heresy,” I would like te know what is.

Here are the teachings of Joseph Smith.
“Hor there shall not any man among you have
save it be one wife ; and concubines he shall
have none.”—Book of Mormon. “You both
[the two standing together to be married] mu-
sually agree to be each others companion, hus-
band and wife, observing the legal rights be-
longing to $his condition ; that is, keeping
yourselves wholly for each other, and from all
others, during Jour lives. And when they
have answered ¢ Yes,” he shall pronounce them
husband and wife.”—Doe. & Cov.

As for that document you call a revelation
from Glod, it is neither authentic nor genuine
—is condemned by the standard books of the
Church, and the writings of Joseph Smith up
$0 the time of his death. No one would ever
mistake it for a revelation from Geod, after
proper investigation, but he who is blinded by
priestoraft or lust. Joseph Smith wrote the
following : “Again we never inquire at the
hands of God for a special revelation, only in
case of there being no previous revelatica to
suit the case, and that in a couwneil of high
priests.” — Times and Seasons, vol. 5, p. 753.
‘Was there no previous revelation touching the
marriage relation? You know, or ought to
know, that the Book of Mormon and Doctrine
and Covenants both condemn polygamy. Iu
Times and Seasons, vol. B, p. 499, Joseph
wrobe as follows : *“If any man writes to you,
or preaches to you dootrines contrary to the
Bible, Book of Mormon, or Doctrine and Cov-
enants, set him down as an impostor.” Now,
Mr. Empey, who are apostates ! and who are
they that deny the teachings of Joseph Smith?

You challenge all the priests of this genera-
tion, and everybody elge, to produce anything
against a man of God having as many wives
as he can support. I answer, from what we
we have already seen, it is evident that a“man
of God” will have nothing to do with such

abominable doctrine, only so far as he is de-
" oeived, except to put it down by the word of
God. Sir, I challenge you, and all the Brig-
hamite army to produce one single passage

from the Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine|

and Covenants, or the writings of Joseph
Smith, as published in the Zimes and Seasons,
cither’ commanding or permitting any man to
have ag many wives as he can support!

. You say, “Jesus never said aught against
it” Did he say anything in favor of it7 A
dootrine must be properly aushorized before
it may be practiced. Here are ths words of
Jesus. Please read and believe them. They
were given through Joseph Smith for the be:a-
efit of Glod’s peopls, in these last days, that
they might not be decsived by designing men
and devils. “Thou shalt love thy wife with
all thy hea.rt, and shall cleave unto her and
none else.”—Doc. & Cov. 13 : 6. Is not this
against polygamy, Mr. Empey? If not, then
there is nothing against lying, stealing or
murdering in any of the books, Bible, Book
of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants.

You assert that Joseph had several wives
and children, and that your sister knows it
That Joseph had several children, we do not
deny; but they were all by his legal wifs;
Emma. That he had several wives, we do
deny. It is one of the agsertions that arve
often made by the Brighamites, but never
proved. Your sister is astonished that you
should try again to make her believe that she
knows that of which she has no betier evi-
dence than your bare assertion. If Joseph
Smith was a polygamist, will you please in-
form us why it was that Joseph and Hyrom
gave public notice to the Church, over their
own signatures, in February, 1844, az published
in Times and Seasons, vol. 6, p. 423, that one
Hiram Brown bhad been ecut off from the
Church “for his iniquity, preaching polygamy
and other false and corrupt doctrines” You
will please bear in mind that this notice ap-
peared six months after the dabe of your polyg-
amic revelation. The writings of Joseph and
Hyrum, on this subject, are true to the law of
Grod up to the time of their death.

I quote again from your letter. “All ¢he
prophets did obey it [po!ygamy] and raised
large families, which you ean’t deny if you
believe the Bible.” )

I am afraid, sir, that you have got “many
wives” and “‘mge families” on the brain, and
that thas organ has become so badly diseased
thereby, that you have forgotten what your
Bible does say, and whas it does not say.
Please give us chapter and verse that we may
know the respective number of wives and
children had by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Kazekiel,
Jonah, Joel, Zechariah and Malachi. And
when this is done, we will furnish you with
another list, before we are through with ﬁ?l
the prophets David and SJlemam it is
had many wives and eonocubines, but the Book
of Mormon informs us that it was abominable
before the Lord. (Jaceb 2 : 6).

The people that L represent are firm beliey-
ers in the words of the revelation given in the
year 1831, which roveal the order of marriage
in a phm and aunthoritative meanner. Iere
they are: “Tor muarriage is ordained of God
unto man; wherefors it is lawful that he
should have one wife, and they fwadn shall bs
one flesh, and all this that the earth might
answer the end of its creation.”—Doe. & Cov.
65:3. How beausifully this agrees with the
marriage ceremony performed by God him-
self, when he gave to Adam one woman 6o be
his loving wife.

Mr. Empey, do you and your fellows be-

lieve the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Cov-
enants, and the writings of Joseph Smith as
published in Times and Seasons? If you do,
why is it that you have accepted for truth that
which they condemn ? and yet style yourselves
Latter Day Saints.
Joserm R. Lamsery, Hider of the Loorganized
Clurch of Jesus Christ of "Latter Day Saints.
Address Dowville, Crawford Co., lowa.

s -

IMOEY OF DAVID WHITHMER.

TEST

Mzssrs Orson Pratt and Joseph F. Smith, of
Salt Lake City, Utah, on their return to
Uteh have made a very inieresting report of
their trip east, which has been published in
the Deseret Fvening Ivews, from which we
make the following extracs, defailing their
visit to Mr, David Whitmer, Mr, Whitmer’s
account of the testimiony he received is very
interesting, and will be read with pleasure by
the Saints.

“Agreeable to appolntment we met Mr.
Whitmer and his friends, ¢ his office, but as
the place was too public for private conversa-
tion and as if seemed impossible to obtain a
private personal interview with David Whit
mer, by himsself, we invited him and snch of
his friends as he saw }“;rop"z' to feteh along, to
our room in the hotel. Mr. Whitmer apolo-
gized for not inviting us is his house, as it
was “wash day,” and he and his wife were
“yorn out” with the extra labor, exposure,
&e., &o., consequent ‘i?.;%)ﬂ rebuilding since the
cyclone. He acﬁepécu our invitation to owr
room, and brought with bhim James R. B.
Vancleave, (a fine looking, intelligent young
pewspaper man from Chicago, who is paying
his addresses to Bisg Josephine Schweich,
grand danghter of David Whitmer) (}eorge
Sehweich, (grandson), John {. Whitmer, (son
of Jacch), W. W. Warner, and ancther person
whose name we did no$ learn. In the pres-
ence of these the following, in substance, as

noticed in brother Joseph X, Smith’s j@umal
is fme ascount of the interview.

Elder Q. Pratt to David Whitmer. Can
you tell the date of the bestowal of the Apos-
tleship wpom Joseph, by Pster, James and
Johkn?

D.W. Ido not know, Joseph never told
me. I can only tell you what I know, for I

will not testify to anything T do not know.
J.F. 8. t6D. W. Did Oliver Cowdery die
hiere in Hichmond?

B’ W

Y@a, ke lived hers, ﬂ”zﬁrzx aboutb
re hig death. He died in my
right here, in January, 1849,
Pmu%d Y@uﬁo was here at the time.
Elder O. P. Do you remember what time
you saw the piams ? ’

DWW, It was in June 1829—ihe latter
pats of the mouth, and the eight witnesses
saw them, I think, the nex$ day or the day
after (1. e one or two days after). Joseph
showed them $the plates himself, bub the angel
showed us (the three witnesses) the plates, as
T suppose to fulfil the words of the book itself.
Martin Harris was nob with us this time, he
obtained s view of them afserwards, (the same
day). Joseph, Oliver and myself weretogether
when I saw themn. We not only saw the
plates of she Book of Mormon but also the
brass plates, the plates of the Book of Hiher,
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the plates containing the records of the wick-
edness and seeret combinations of the people
of the world down to the time of their being
engraved, and many other plates. The factis
it was just as though Joseph, Oliver and I
were pitting just here on 2 log, when we were
overshadowed by a light, it wae not like the
light of the sun nor like that of a fire, but
more glorious and beautiful. It extended
away arvound us, I can not tell how far, busin
the midst of this light about as far off ashe
gits, (pointing to John C. Whitmer, sitting a
few feet from him), there appeared as it were,
a table with many records or plates upon ii;,
besides the plates of the Book of Mormon alse
the Sword of Laban, the directors—i. e. the
* ball which Lehi had, and the Entnzpreﬁera I
saw them just as p‘ain as I see this bed,
(striking the bed beside him with his hand),
and I heard the voice of the Lord, as distinet-
ly as I ever heard anything in my hfe, declar-
ing that the records of the plates of the Book
of Mormon were translated by the gift and
power of God.”

Elder 0. P.—Did you see the Angel at this
time 7

D. W.—Yeas; he stood before us, our testi-
mouny a8 recorded in the Book of Mormon is
strictly and sbsolutely true, just as i6 is there
written. Before I kprew Joseph, I had heard
about him and the plates from persons whe
declared they knew he had them, and swore
they would get them from him. When Oliver
Cowdery went to Penusylvania, he promised
to write me what he should learn about these
matters, which he did. e wrote me that
Joseph had told him his secret thoughts, and
all he had meditated aboub going to see him,
which no man on earth knew, as he supposed,
but himself, and so he Stmpeé to write for
Joseph.

Boon after this Joseph sent for me (D. W.)
to come to Harmony to get him and (liver
and bring them to my father’s houvse. I did
not know what to do, I was pressed with my
work. Ihad about twenty acres to plow, so I
concluded I would finish plowing and then go.
I got up one morning to go to work as usual,
and on golng to the isld, found between five
and seven acres of my ground had been plowed
during the might.

I don’t know whe did it; but it was done
just as I would have done it myself, and the
plow was left standing in the furrow.

This enabled me to start sooner. When I
arrived at harmony, Joseph and Oliver were
coming toward me, and met me soms distance
from the house. OCliver told me that Joseph
had informed him when I started from hume
where I had stopped the first nighs, how i
read the sign ab the tavern, where I stopped
the next night, ete., and that L wounld be there
that day before dinner, and this was '\T‘Ld/ they
had come oub b0 meet me; all of which was
expotly as Joseph had told Oliver, a¢ which I
wag greably astonished. When I was return-
ing to Fayette with Joseph snd Oliver, sl of
us riding in the wagon, Oliver and I on an old
fashioned wooden spring seab and Joseph be-
hind us, while traveling along in a olear open
place, a very plessant, nice-looking old man
suddenly appenred by the side of our wagon
who saluted us with, “Good morning, it is very
warm,” at the same time wiping his faes or
forehead with his hand. We reburned the
salutation, and by a sign from Joseph I invited

him ¢o ride if he was going our way. DBut he
said very pleasantly, “No, I am going to
Cumorsh.” This name was something mew
to me, I did not know what Cumorah meant.
We sll gazed at him and at each other, and as
I looked around enquiringly of Joseph the old
man instantly disappeared, so that I did not
see him again.

J. . 8.—Did you notice his appearance?

D. W.—I ghould think I did. He was, I
ghould think, about five feet eight or nine
inches $all and heavy set, about such » man
as James Vancleave there, but heavier, his
face was as large, he was dressed in a suit of
brown woolen clothes, his hair and beard wers
white like Brother Pratt’s, bub his beard was
not 80 heavy. I also remember that he had
on his back a sort of knapsack with something
in, shaped like & book. It wag the messenger
who had the plates, who had taken them
from Joseph just prior to our starting from
Harmony. Soon after our arrival home I
saw something which led me to the belief that
the plates were placed or concealed in my
father’s barn. I frankly asked Joseph if my
supposition was right, and he told me it was.
Sometime after thig, my mother was going to
milk the cows, when she was meb near the
yard by the same old man (judging by her
desoription of him) whosaid to her, “You have
been very faithful and diligent in your labors,
but you ave tried because of the increase of
your toil, it is proper therefore thas you should
receive a witness that your faith may be
gtrengthened.” Thereupon he showed her
the plates. My father and mother had alarge
family of their own, the addition %o it there-
fore of Joseph, his wife Bwmma and Oliver
very greatly increased the toil and anxiety of
my mother. And although she had never
complained she had sometimes thought that
her labor was too much, or at least she was
beginning to feel so. This circumstance how-
ever completely removed all guch feelings,
and nerved her up for her increased responsi-
bilities.”

CELEBRATED JEWS IN POWER.
A LONG SCROLL OF THEIR NAMES—JEWS IN
RUSSIA, SPAIN, FRANCE, PRUSSIA
AND ENGLAND.

A eorrespondent writes to a Liverpool news-
paper: In his first and cleverest novel Sidonia
uurolls before the astonished Coningsby a
long seroll of the names of cslebrated Jews
who have ruled or influenced the destinies of
the world. The mejority of the learsed Ger-
man yrofessors, he tells the youth, are Jows.
The first Jesuits were Jews, The mysterions
Russian diplomscy, which so alarms Western
Hurope, was organized by Jews, “A few

yoars Mek, we [Sidonia & Uo.,] were applied

to by Russia. Now there has been no friend-

ship between the Court of 86 Petersburg and
my Eamﬂv ®OoE X % Qur representations
in favor of the Polish Jews, 2 numerous race,
but the most suffering and degraded of all the
éribes, have not been very agreeabls to the
Czor. However, circumstances drew to an
approximation between the Romanoffs and
Bidonias. L resolved myself to go to St

Petersburg. I had on my arrrival an inter-
view with the Russian Minister of Finance,
Count Canperin. I beheld the son of a Lithu-
nian Jew. The loan was connected with the
affairs of Spain. I resolved on repairing to
Spain from Russia. I had an audience with
ths Spanish Minister, Mendizebal. I beheld
one like myself the sor of a Nuove Christiano,
a Jew of Arragon. In consequence of what

transpired, I went straight to Paris to consult
the President of the French Council. I be-
held the son of a French Jew, a hero, an Im-
perial Marshal, and very properly so. For
who should be military heroes if not those
who worship the Lord of Hosts?” “And is
Soult a Jew?”’ exclaimed the wondering
Coningsby. “Yes, and others of the French
Marshalg, and the most famous Massena for
example—his real name was Manesseh.”
Bidonia then had to go to Prussia, and when
there, in conference with certain notabilities,
“Count Arnim entered the Cabinet a Prussian
Jew.” And so,” says Sidonia, “you see, my
dear Coningsby, that the world is governed by
very different personages to what is imagined
by those who are not behind the scenes.” Is
Sidonia still living? If so, he may have to
record as follows: “In-1877, I had to go to
England to consuls with the Chancellor of the
Exchequer about a loan, which, as war with
Russia seemed imminent, might be required.
The Prime Minister, Lord Beaconsfield, entered
the room, and I beheld ‘an Italian descendans
from one of those Hebrew families whom the
Inquisition foreed to emigrate from the Span-
ish Peninsula at the end of the fifteenth cen-
tury,’” (Disraeli’s Life of His Father). He is
now the favorite Minister of the Queen, and
has in his train many of the niost notable
members of the proud aristoeracy, of Bogland.”
His object all through his life hag been to
glorify himself. He is the most wonderful
egotist that the world ever saw. His adula-
tion, his adroit, delicate flatteringg, his prompt
compliance with the royal will, can not butbe
pleasing to the Queen. And then note what
a position he holds before a wondering world.
Has 16 not gone forth to the ends of the earth
that he, Benjamin Disraeli; of the house of
Israel, is the favorite Minister of the Queen
of Great Britain and Empress of India, who
has honored him a8 few Prime Ministers have
been honored.— Oakland Radiator.

Acoording to Pliny, fire was for a long time un-
kunown to some of the ancient Egyptians, and when
a celebrated asironomer showed it to them, they
were absolutely in raptures. The Persians, Phee-
niciang, Greeks and several other nations acknowl-
edged that their ancestors were onoce without the
use of fire, and the Chinese confess the same of
their progenitors. Pompsnion, Mola, Plutarch,
and other ancient writers speak of nations which

.at the time when they wrote, knew not the use of

fire, or had just learmed it. Faots of the same
kind are also attested by modern nations. The in-
babitants of the Marian Islands, which were dis-
covered in 15561, had no idea of fire. Neverwas
agtonishment greater than theirs when they saw
it on the desert in one of their islands, At first
they believed it was some kind of animal that fixed
to and fed upon wood.

Abuse—like other poison—when administered
in too etrong a dose, is thrown off by the intended
victims, and often relisves where it was meant to
destroy.

Self-conceit is the atlendant of ignorance,
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Suints” Hevald,

JOSEPH SMITH, HENRY A.STEBBINS,
EDITORS.

Plano, Ilinois, January 1, 1879,

GREETING.

‘Wrrr this number the HERALD begins its twenty-
sixth volume. Some of its readers can esasily re-
member how steadily it has grown from a small
sixteen page monthly to the large semi-monthly
that it now is, from its weak list of half a hun-
dred supporters to its present thousands of read-
ers, supporters and sympathizers,

From January, 1866, till now, we have been in
active editorial charge, having been asssisted
during that time by Brethren Isaac Sheen, M. H.
Forscutt, D. H. Smith, M. B. Oliver, D. F. Lam-
bert, and our present co-worker, H. A. Stebbins,
all of whom have done well for the cause in their
labor with us. Beside these, however, we have
had able co-laborers by the hundred, who, with
pen and scissors, have contributed largely to the
success of the Tar Saints’ HERALD. For their
assistance, and the good wrought, under Christ,
we feel thankful; and we greet all with our New
Year's salutation in joyous hopes that we may,
while not forgetting the steps already passed, go
cheerfully forward to the completion of our labor.,

. In taking charge of the HERALD in those years
that are gone, we had great reason to fear; we
were inexperienced, lacked wisdom, and knew
there were lions in the way; but, we were en-
couraged, and laid hold, willingly we trust, to
labor with our might; and in looking out over
the year 1879, which will mark the 26th volume
of the HErALD, we feel a little of the old time
difidence. Thelions,some of them, are still in the
way; and we hardly feel more competent for the
duties before us, than we did then. We know
what those duties are better, having been taught
by experience; but strange and strong additions
have been added to them, and every year brings
its curious medley of cares, fears, anxieties with

its work., We greet the readers of the HERALD, |
everywhere, with the respect and esteem that our |

years of intercourse have warranted ; and because
we feel encouraged by them, one and all, we shall
renew the fight in the opening year with all the
confidence that we can, and with a trust in the
ultimate triumph of the right that is unshaken.
Stirring times are upon us and 1879 must see its
share of storm and sunshine, and may we endure
the storms that we may bask in the sunshine.

‘We look for a busy year for all; and in our
busy work-a-day life let us not forsake the way
of everlasting life. May the year be crowned
with peace and the glory to follow reward us at
at the “end of the years.”

Bro. JosErHE R. LAMBERT writes from Portland-
vile, Iowa, December 12th, 1878:

“T have been in the field for more than a month,
and expect to return home about Christmas time,
after which I hope to write a word for the Her-
ald. 1 felt it my duty to leave home when I did
to labor in the Master’s cause, and have been
blessed in the sacrifice. May the good work roll
‘on, is the strong desire of my heart.
is some better. Yours in the gospel.”

This is not a long letter, but it is a full one, and
suggestive of the spirit in which the lahorers
should ge forth,

My hesalth

THINGS THAT PERISH.

THERE are not many who have been go fortunate
in this life as to be placed in a condition to be
entirely without care for the things that perish

{with the using. And it is a question whether the

few who are thus placed are not worse off, so far
a8 the real issues of existence are concerned, than
are those who are burdened with care.

The necessities for and incentives fo labor
thrown around the great majority, seem to be safe-
gaurds against evils, the growth of which would
choke out and destroy the life that should develop
into great deeds.

But, a thought occurs just here, there are those
who have left the field where labor wins the
bread that perishes, to give their stremgth and
time to the ministering to others the bread of
life for which they were famishing; how can
these be burdened with care for the things that
perish with theusing, afier the years when ability
and zest for labor shall have passed by reason of
age and its infirmities.

A man at twenty.five years, may feel that he can
put serious calculations respecting his sustenance
resolutely away; it is not much that he needs, he
only is to be cared for, & crust, a place to lie
down and a place to labor for the truth are all
he needs. A man at forty-five, who has felt that
his powers have been shaken, and hig spirit has
faltered in his labor, who may have wife and
children dependent upon him, may ignore the
necessities of both himself and family, but is not
likely to do so without many an admonitory grip
of conscience and duty. A man at sixty, whose
ability to do physical labor has been broken, and
whose “fire of youth” is burning low and fitfully,
can do neither; he can not put away the realities
that surround him and his; just before him falls
the shadow of his broken frame, the reflection
made by the light of life’s declining sun now
well down the horizon, within the shadow lies the
final place of rest, and a step or two is all thatis
left him of the journey; he can not pause, he can
not turn, he can only stop—at last. To him the
things that perish mean much for a few days, and
then—his anxiety is for those he leaves behind.

These thoughts were suggested by a sentence in
a co-laborer’s letter; a man long past the merid-
ian of life, whose days of physical labor are gone
long past: “The prospect temporally is not bright.
The Saints, considering their straightened cir.
cumstances, have stood by me nobly.” The
frosts of winter, the heats of summer, the wear of
years, the waning of strength, the weakening by
pain, the receding flow of life’s tide have all
done their work upon him, and he waits now the
summons to be gone. But, shall he be admon-
ished by his fellow workers and comrades, that
now, after he has done nearly all that he can do
in the spiritual field, and has spent his manhood’s
prime in spiritual care and ministration, that he
is a burden; that his ministrations are no longer
acceptable, that his place is needed for younger
and favorite men; that he had better go to work
for the things that perish. How shall it be?

Tur St. Joseph, Missouri, Herald, of Nov. 27th,
gent us by Bro. Joseph Hammer, contained the
following notice: )

“The Latter Day Saints of this city are prepar-
ing for an active winter campaign. One of their
most prominent elders, Charles Derry, will give
the first of a series of discourses this evening in
their hall, corner of Fifth and Franciy streets,”

ONE of our brethren, Charles Slocum, living
at Nebraska City, Nebraska, was murdered in
his own house, December 1st, and hig wife, sister
Eliza Slocum, dragged from her bed, strangled
and outraged. This crime was committed, evi-
dently, for plunder; but the fiends only obtained
the paltry sum of three dollars and seventy-five
cents, all the money the aged couple had except
thirty cents which she had in a dress pocket.
Brother and sister Slocum were an aged couple,
who though old and infirm, were supporting
themselves by selling fruit from baskets in the

 streets and business places of the city. By care

they had secured a little home, and were living
comfortably under their own roof tree. Now the
rude hands of ruffians have broken in upon their
home and destroyed its peace.

It is stated in the papers sent us by brother J.
W. Waldsmith, that persons have been arrested
who it is thought are the guilty ones. * We hope,
if this is true, that farce shall not rob justice.

Bre. J. W. Waldsmith, of Nebraska City, Ne-
braska, has kindly kept us informed of the pro-
gress of the officers of the law to discover the
murderers of Bro. Slocum, and the abusers of
8r. Slocum, by sending us copies of the daily
papers containing the news.

Henry Jackson, Henry Martin, and Wm. S,
Givens, all colored men, were arrested, and after
the proper preliminaries, were tried before Judge
Gaslin; and on the evening of December 9th ajury
brought in a verdict of guilty of murder in the
second degree. The judge gave it ag his opinion
that the verdict should have been guilty in the
first degree; however, he pronounced sentence,
which was imprisonment for life. This seems
not to have been satisfactory to some, for at two
o’clock on the morning of the 10th a mob of men
visited the jail, overpowered the guard, took
Martin and Jackson out of their rooms, and took
them about half a mile from the court house and
hung them to a tree, where they were found in
the morning dead.

Bro. Waldsmith's letter announcing the facts
just recited came in af the same time that the ac-
count reached us in the daily papers from Chica-
go. Writing of the occurrence he gays: “I have
all the way through, and have instructed our
people so to do, contended for the administration
of civil law in the case; so the Saints are clear, I
think, of having anything to do with the last
crime.” )

In this reference to the last crime Bro. Wald.
smith properly calls the lynching of these two
murderers, a crime, although they richly deserv.
ed the severest penalty for the horrible wrongs
they committed against the aged and infirm cou-
ple; and anythivg less than capital punishment
might seem to be a farce in their cases.

We believe the stand taken by Bro. Waldsmith
to be correct. Saints may, and should appeal to
the law for redress if the wrongs inflicted are too
gross to be borne; but should never be found ad-
vocating or sanctioning unlawful violence to pun-
ish commission of crime; nor should mobs, or
mob violence find either advocates, or apologists
among a people who in the past have suffered so
much from them. Let the law take its course.

Givens was not molested by the mob, but wag,
the next morning, taken to the penitentiary for
fear that he might share the fate of his comrades
in crime. So is finished a tragedy lasting enly
ten days, heginning with a murder of an inoffen-
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sive old man, for the paltry sum of three dollars
and seventy-five cents, and the ravishment of an
aged woman, culminating in a travesty upon jus:
tice by the finding of an insufficient verdict by a
jury, and ending in an unlawful hanging by in.
censed citizens, who feared that scoundrels might
by chances of the law’s delays, or the venality of
public officers, escape just punishment. Surely
these are perilous times.

Krxrp the room, called the spare room, or guest
chamber, well aired and sweet. We lately heard
from a traveler, an elder, an account of how he
was put to sleep, in a room kept by the family
for the use of elders and guests visiting them, in
which a cloge, mouldy, musty smell wag very
perceptible, the bed and pillows and covering
smelt inusty and felt damp. He had ridden some
miles in the cold, and went directly to bed after
returning from services chilled and uncomforta-
bles, He tried to raise the window to get a little
fresh air but could not; and trying to make the
best of it lay down and sought to rest, but could
not. He tossed fitfully all night, and rose in the
morning feverish and ill, having caught a serious
cold sleeping in an ill ventillated bed-room, damp
and unhealthy. He found no fault, but a few

- repetitions of such hospitality will fasten disease
upon him, from which he will never recover.
He did not tell us where it was, nor do we care
to locate it; but we hope that all the housekeep.
ers among the Saints will see to it that the guest
chamber is not a chamber of death.

“THE LATTER DAY SAINTR.”?

UxpER the above heading the Hon. M. B. Castle,
editor of the Argus, published at Sandwich, our
neighboring city on the west, ingerts the follow-
ing editorial note in counection with a letter
from Bro. W. W. Blair. The editor says:

The Argus presents below a communication
from one of the leaders in the “Church of Latter
Day Saints.” It believes that if ever the foul
blot of Mormon polygamy is wiped out without
convulsing this nation with civil war, it must be
done by fostering this branch of that church—
allowing it to absorb and purify the other, as
Mormonism has become one of the active relig-
ious faishs of the 19th century. And further, we
have been for years closely acquainted with some
of the members of this church, and can bear tes-
timony that their practice has been quite as
near conforming to the moral code as has been
the case with those of other creeds, We have
heard of ministers of orthodox denominations
who administer the sacred ordinances with hands
steeped in vice, who lectured on temperence be-
tween periods of beastly intoxication, and of
church members who would smile approval; but
we have never heard of a member of the church
of the Latter Day Saints, who was convicted of
any crime against good manners or pure morals.
And believing in the purity of a faith whose
membership is pure, we gladly give place to this
explanation and defence by Elder W. W. Blair.”

We thank him for these manly words of de-
fence, coming from one who has had good oppor-
tunities to know of our people and of their hon-
esty and morality. Since the above was pub.
lished some of his brother- editors, have ungen-
erously reflected upon him for his words, to
whom he replies as follows:

“We regret to see a disposition manifested by
gome papers to sneer at the Mormon faith, and
to slur a paper that even permits a fair discussion
of its doctrines. We are the bluest of Presby-
terians, but for all that can see and appreciate
merit elsewhere, and believe in judging men and
faiths by what they practice and not by what

they simply profess, or what other persons pro-
fess for them. The columns of The Argus will
always be open to fair representations of opinions
and creeds.”

We see by an exchange that a DeKalb county
paper has a fling at the Mormons of Sandwich
and vicinity, by a characteristic sneer at a local
paper, the Argus, published at Sandwich, as fol-
lows:

“The Argus, of Sandwich, whose motto is, ‘Or-
thodox in religion,’ devotes a column of one of
its earliest issues to a vindication of Mormonism
—the Mormons being numerous and very good
pay in that vicinity. This suggests a new defi-
nition of Orthodoxy. Orthodexy is the good
paying doxy.”

The article in the Argus hinted at, was a fairly
written one and quite moderate in tone, excep-
tionally so; and ought not to have excited the
ire of a cotemporary newspaper man, but so it
geems. We suggest however, that “ pay what
thou owest,”” and “owe no man anything,” is
good sound doctrine and strictly orthodox; and
if the «“ Mormons are very good pay;” the editor
pays the Mormon readers of the Argus avery fine
compliment, for which, we at least, feel thankful.
What was intended as a slur is really fair praise
to both the Argus and its readers, in the judg
ment, of fair minds. People who throw boom-
erangs must not complain if cross winds throw
them back upon those who hurl them.

EDITORIAL ITEMS.

Bro. D. H. Bavs dropped us a line from Coun-
cil Bluffs, Yowa, on his way to Texas, in pursu-
ance of the call and appointment last fall, Bro.
Bays is leaving home under some disparaging
circumstances, and is deserving of credit for his
persistency and courage in getting off to his field;
and we want to see astrong effort made to second
his labors. This hslf way business is a very
damaging one to all, both Elders and Saints;
absolute and unqualified endorsement must be ex-
tended to men who have the pluck to labor, We
shall certainly do what we can to aid him; and
we feel just ag we did when we tried to get Brn.
Wandell and Rodger off to their field, that the
Lord opened the door, and it was our business to
go in and occupy. We sincerely think that if
Bro. D. H. Bays will push the labor in his field,
he will see such fruits resulting as will show that
the Master worked with him. He has shown a
good determination, and we hope that he will
expunge the word “fail” from his vocabulary and
write us from his distant field in the name of
Christ, “In this sign I conquer.”

Bro. J. W. Brackenbury writes from Inde-
pepdence, Missouri, Dec. 12th, 1878, that their
branch there now numbers eighty-two. Some
additions have lately been made by baptism and
by immigration. Bro. B. thinks they are grow-
ing in favor with God and man. At a late bap-

gister upon rising oub of the water saw a light
from hesaven shinipg round her; which was tegsti-
fizd to by others also.

A lengthy letter is received from Bro. Caffall,
which we may have to epitomize for want of
room for all.

The same wish for success that we have for
brother Bays’ we have for his co-workers in the
south, Bran. John H. H. Hansen, H. C. Smith and
the local elders there; and for others in the ether
fields,

tism performed there by Bro. James Caffall, a’

Bro. Joseph F. McDowell wrote. {rom Peoria,
I11, December 18th, that he had passed a very
pleasant time at Kewanee, that their conference
was & good one, the Spirit being with them to a
good degree. He spoke on the 8th at Kewanee,
and four times at Peoria, and had three other ap.
pointments'to fill. He was also expecting to ad-
dress the Red Ribbon Club at Princeville on the
26th. -He was proposing, if not prevented, to at-
tend the Hastern Iowa District conference, Janu-
ary 4th and 5th, 1879. = He closes hig letter thus:
“I hope to ever prove true to the covenant of
Christ—it is precious to me. I love the gospel.
O, that I.be worthy of the reception of the great
gift of eternal life. To this end I wish to labor.”

Bro. Albert Haws writes from: Washington
Corners, California, that there are doors open in
various places through that region of country.
He has been trying to do something but cannot
do much owing to bodily infirmities.

A few instructions about district conference
minutes; such as we have given before, but
which few pay any heed to. Do not put the me.
tion to adjourn in the body of the minutes, writ.
ten out in full, Resolved that when this confer.
ence adjourns, that it does so {0 meet on the Sat.
urday before the first Sunday in December, 1878,”
but at the close of the minutes write, “Adjourned
to ——, November £0th, 1878, with name of
place. The date is essential, because having to
look up the calender every time we prepare five
or six minutes for each HErRALD makes it consid.
erable. work for us and then where it comes in
such & roundabout way asthe above in stating
the time of next meeting we are liable to make
an error. If the party making the motion to ad-
journ, or the clerk himself will provide a calender
they can themseclves set the date, as ‘well as to
write the above, or to say “On the Saturday be-
fore the full moon in January,” or “On the third
Saturday and Sunday in February,” If thepar-
ties most interested will attend to these litie
things they will save us some unnecessary trouble,
and occasionslly some for themselves.

Bro. Nicholas Stamm writes from Newion,
Towa, that he had been preaching for part of the
time in the same field as formerly. He has visited
Kenia, and had baptized one; and thinks there
are more to follow. He mentions the death of
Sr. Bouton's daughter.

Bro. W. T. Bozarth was at Montserrati, John-
son county, Missouri, on the I14th, preaching
nearly every night. Had good attendance and
splendid opportunities.

Bro. G. 0. Kennedy writes from Hutchinson,
Colorado, but gives no very cheering account of
the work there. He thinks Bro. Caffsl would
be welcomed, and could do o fair work. Ie was
hurt awhile ago, by a vicious mule, but was re-
covered again. :

Letter from Bro. Fred. Bishop, dated at Trina-
dad, Colorado, intimates that there are a number
of the Saints getting together there. We sincere.
Iy hope that no envious or malicious spirit may
gather with them there; but of old when “the
sons of God came together, Satan came also.”
© 8r. M. A. Christy of Portlandville, Iowa, con-
tinues to labor for the salvation of her children
and neighbors, teaching them by word and by the
books, tracts and papers of the Church. May
she have the reward of precious souls that she
desires, and by example and word do much
good,
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Col. Talcott states that at a certain point on
Kearsarge Mountain, the rumble of the trains of
the South Pacific Railroad, may be heard as they
crogs the range of mountains west of Mobave one
hundred and forty miles distant. There may be
g secret there which Edison might discover and
bottle up for use in a telephone, phonograph, or
megaphone.

Ouray, the king of the Ute tribe of Indians,
lives about ten miles from Lios Pinos agency, in
an adobe house 80x40 feet in size, and finished in
good style. He is surrounded by good buildings
and hasg a good carriage, a present from Gov.
McCook ; and it is.said seems desirous of adopt
ing the habits of the Whites éntirely, so far as he
can. He is forty-five, and has one wife and one
child. 8o says the Weekly T'imes, of S8an Bernar-
dino, November 16th. ‘

We thank some brother in 8t. Louis for a copy
of the Times-Journal, of December 2d, containing
some interesting items. Also we thank Bro. Wm.
Cloggie for copies of Salt Lake Herald.

Bro. A, Marchant of St. Joseph, Migsouri, wrotc
December 4th, that he had recently preached a
few discourses at Agency, Missouri. Attendance
good and people were interested in the teachings
of gospel truth.

Bro. T. G. R. Williams of Coalville, Towa,
mentions that Bro. J. R. Lambert had preached
there five times and good was done therehy.

Bro.Samuel Johnson of Reese, Michigan, hopes
to be in the ministry some this winter, B#ay he
have the Spirit and do good.

Bro. D. 8. Crawley of Cherokee, Kansas, is, as
usual, laboring for tbe cause, having appoint
ments both in Kausas and Missouri. He also
may meef in debate a reputed able man of the
Christians.

Bro. Daniel Evans writes from Sullivan. Mo.,
that Brn. Hazzeldine and Reese of St. Louis,
‘have been there and preached ten sermons, to
fair sized audiences. Prejudice was removed by
their efforts, people were attentive and the Saints
were strengthened.

Bro. J. J. Cornish in Banilac county, Michi-
gan, baptized four more November 30th and
three December 2d.

Bro. Edmund Thomas of Syracuse, Ohio, says
that Bro. T. W. Smith preached four times there
when on his way east, which rejoiced the Saints
much. v

Bro. Frank H. Federer of Bunker Hill, Russel
county, Kansas, writes us a letter in German,
from which, interpreted, we learn that he is still
in the faith, though alone (e and his wife) in
that region. He came from the Pittsburg Dis-
trict. 'Would like to have any Sainis who might
be going through on the Kuansas Pacific road
call on him. He iy nearest the North-Western
Kansas District, and the attention of Brn, Shute
and Roberts is hereby called to the whereabouts
of Bro. Federer.

The subscription time was out with our lasi
issue of the HErALD to over four hundred sub.
scribers, and to nearly three Hundred on the
HoPg, and comparatively few payments coming
in, but the HeraLD will be continued just the
same,

Bro. John Gordon of Coos county, Oregon, re-
ports the health of the Saints there as good, but
they feel the need of a.spiritual shepherd. We
have not jfound the solution to the enigma he
sends.

Bro. W. Cloggie, of Balt Lake City, sends us
the Hvening News, of Nov. 29th, in which is an-
nounced the death of Elder Orson Hyde, oune
of the Utah Twelve apostles. From the account
given of him we glean, that he was born in Ox.
ford, New Haven county, Connecticut, Jan. 8th,
1805, became connected with the Church in 1831,
and was chosen an apostle in 1834. He was
clogely identified with the main features of the
exodus from the Mississippi valley to Utah, and
died at Spring City, San Pete county, Utah, Nov.
28th, 1878, Bo pass away the men who were
among the first Elders of the Church; and what-
ever of good Orson Hyde may have been instru.
mental in doing, let it live in the memories of
man; the evil has passed to his account and will
not be forgotien in the day of accounts.

Bro. D. 8. Crawley, Cherokee, Kansas, expects
to begin a debate with a Presbyterian minister
on January 2d. Subject; “Resolved, that the
true Church of Jesus Chrigt has continued upon
earth since the first century of the Christian era.”
Bro. Crawley denies.

Bro. John Justice, of Corsicana, Texas, reports
his gladness in knowing the truth. Years before
he heard it he prayed for an understanding of
God’s word. Bro. F. M. Bheehy preached there
lagt Bpring and Bro. Justice thinkg that if Bro.
Bays or another Elder would follow up Bro.
Sheehy’s effort, good would be done.

Bro. T. W. Smith wrote from Philadelphia,
December 9th, of preaching there. Attendance
large, and the speaker was Dblessed with the
Spirit.

Bro. James Perkins wrote from Dickinson
county, Kansas, December 9th, of recent work in
the ministry by himself and Bro.I. N. Roberts
south of Albion. Two were baptized, and the
prospect is good for numbers more, he thinks, if
the work can be continued, butl they were under
obligations to go into Bmith county, where Bro.
Perkins labored last summer prior to his illuess.

‘Bro, . M. Fulks of Cherokee county, Kansas,
testifies of the blessing he and his family have
felt since leaving off all stimulants, liquor, tobac-
co, tea and coffee.

Bro. Wm. Bradbury of Providence, B. I, says
that some .are being added to their branch by |
baptism each month, and new ones are constantly
joining the ranks of investigation. Prejudice
goes and friends come.

If the sisters who wrote from 8t Louis will
forward a name with whom to correspond, we
think a satisfactory answer tc their query can be
given By letter.

Bro. Ralph Jenkins wrole from Birdadale,
Texas, December Tth, that he had preached there
three times, but that the Christisn society there
hindered him all they could, but a Baptist preach-
er attended and expressed a liking for the preach-
ing. Bee Bro. Jenkins letter elsewhere.

Bro. J. Emrich of Steuben county, Indiana,
mentions the good cenference of the Michigan
District heid there this fall. Bro. €. Beott
preached with plainness and power. Bro. Em.
rick’s branch is prospering and the Saints enjoy
the blessings.

Bro. A. L, Whitalter of Wheatville Branch,
Wisconsin, speaks of the favor that God bestows
on the Saints there,

Bro. D. C. White of Newton, Iowsa, reports
that their December conference was a very excel-

lent cne.

@

Bro. W. C. Kinyon mentions the good confer.
ence of the Central Missouri District, held Dec.
Tth and 8th. e preached on the way both going
from Miams and returning there. Iay he be
cheered, comforted and blessed in his work for
the Master. .

Bro. B. C. Brown wrote from Fonda, Iows,
December 13th, that Bro. J. R. Lambert recently
preached there., Bro. Brown was expecting to

ive a lecture on the Book of Mormon.

Bro. Luther Z. Cook has removed from The-
resa, Jefferson county, New York, to Camercn,
Missouri, where he has purchased a home place
and thinks to remain, as he likes the country
well. Thus they gather in from the east, the
west, the north and the south, to “the regions
round about’” Bro. Cook says that Bro, Derry
preached there December 8th to 12th and did the
Saints good. .

Bro. H. P. Robbins wriies from Stockton, Cali-
fornia, that the believers in unconsicusness after
death in that region are preaching, but with no
life or power in it.

Bro. Isaac M. Smith of Southern Illinois,
writes of the good results following the late
preaching by Bro. Hilliard in Johnson and
Williamson counties. The Baints were made
strong and were stirred up to duty; those who
needed it, and eighteen move were baptzed.
The blessings heretofore promised have been
realized by the obedient, and the Saints rejoice
in the fact of the sick being healed, and in God’s
manifested power to them.. The Tunnel Hill
Branch improves in spiritual things, and brother
Smith writes hopefully for the future of the

cause in that region.

Sr. Aunmenia Putherland of Oronogo, Jasper
county, Missouri, reports progress in that branch.
Five baptized recently. Bro.C. W.8hort preach-
es there. The Methodist society permit our
people to have the use of their house when they
are not using it, something they would ot form-
erly do.

Bister Ann . Spann of Reedsville, Meigs
county, Ohio, says that though they are few in
number there, yet the Saints enjoy the blessings
and presence of the Lord’s Spirit. They would
like to have been called on by Bro. and Sr. T.
W. Bmith. A good opportunity for preaching
exists.

We have no $1.25 Harps nor any Songs of
Zion. Orders can not be filled for a while yet.

Thanks to brethren and friends for papers, T.
R. Hawkins, Nevada; M. IL Forscutt, Shenan-
doah, Iowa; J. W. Waldsmith, Nebraska City;
Wm. Street, Philadelphia; Henry Mariott, Des-
eret News; C. Christensen for clipping abous the
“Bound Builders;? Bro. . N, Webster for
Providence Journal; and W. . Ray for English
paper.

QUESTIONS AND ANBSWERS.

Question—1Is an Elder whose license has been
cancelled eligible to hoeld office?

Answer—If to “hold office” means {0 act
officially and ministerially, we answer, No; for
when & man has been deprived of his license by
proper authority, and, of course, for what was
considered to be good cause, either by silencing
him, pending a decision on charges preferred
against him; or if so “cancelling” means that he
has been tried and reduced to membership, he is,
in either case incapacitated from acting officially
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111 the digabilities are removed by restoration or
re-ordination.

@—How shall I understand par. 18, sec. 1%,
Doctrine and Covenants? Does it mean that the
Elders shall meet to do the business alone, or
ghall all the members meet with the Elders and
help do the business; at our quarterly con-
ference?

A.~There is in the paragraph in question no
command to the members; the command is to
the Elders only; upon them rests the burden of
business.

@Q.—DPar. 9, chap. 8, Book of Nephi, page 318,
Book of Mormon. Whose place ig it to forbid
ene offering to partake the bread and wine, if
unworthy ?

A~—The Elder, or Priest having charge of the
meeting. He should usually be informed re.
specting the standing of all members of the
flock. .
©~Did the apostles go from house to house
administering the sacrament? See Acts 2:46°?

A.—TIt is by inference only, that the conclusion
is reached that the sacrament was meant by this
term “breaking bread” from house to house.
We are of opinion that, while the apostles con-
tinued in the timple, they were fed by the hospi-
tality of the Saints from house to house, receiving
their daily bread at the charity of the public,

that they might give themselves wholly to the]

spiritual work., Itis also, not improbable that
as they had no public place in which to meet
safely, they did break the sacramental bread
from time to time, in groups and families, from
house to house. It iz nowhere definitely stated
that we are aware of.

@—Has a district president a right to come lo
a branch and without the consent of the authori-
ties of the branch, hold meetings and do busi.
ness belonging to the branch?

A.—No, If anything needs regulating, the dis-
trict president, and the branch authorities should
work together in harmony for its adjustment, if
possible.

@—1Is it lawful for one, or many, to condemn
another, on the sole evidence of one person’s
“dreain,” the interpretation determined by the
person who had the dream without other testi-
mony? A.~No.

@.—~Can one man’s “dream’” be lawfully or
consistently accepted as evidence, when several
testify otherwise by the Spirit of God? 4.—No.

NEWS SUMMARY.

[Prepared expressly for the Herald.]

Dec. 9th.—The West of England and South Wal-
es Bank, whish hag forty-two branches in various
ities and towns, has failed. Liabilities seventeen
millions, five hundred thousand deilars. Iis as-
sets are stated to mearly equal that amount, but
adverse rumors caused a run upon the bank and
the directors closed up.

Slaves are in rebellion in three distrists of
Cuba.

The Waskington County, Iowsa, Poor Heuse took
fire yesterday, and five persous perished in the
fiames.

The British are advencing in Afghanisign, and
it is ramored that the Ameer has fled the country.

10th.—The Anchor Mill at Minneapolis, Minne-
sota, has been destroyed in the same manner that
the six great mille were last May, that iz by the
igniting of flour dust, and the mill was burned to
the ground. Loss eighty-five thousand doilavs.
The firemen saved the adjacent flour and woolen
mills.

The people of Jackson, Kentucky, are sgain

killing each other. This collision resulted in the
killing of four and the wounding of seven, not as
many a8 week before last.

Near Elgin, Illinois, night before last, & young
man was shot and robbed, and the body put in a
haystack, which was fired, with the intention of
burning the body up, but enough evidences were
found for telling who he was. The murderers
not yet found.

11th.—The famine continues with great severi-
ty in Moroceo, Africa. Deaths in one ¢ity twen-
ty-five daily.

From Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire,
and New York comes news of great storms and
disastrous floods yesterday. Two trains wrecked
through washing out of rail-roads, and a few peo-
ple killed and & number wounded. A portion of
Brattlboro, Vermont, submerged, and houses, high-
ways and bridges desiroyed. At Northampton,
Maseachusstis, houses flooded, and bridges and
rail-rosd tracks washed away, also factoriés and
mills damsged. About the same in parts of New
York end Pennsylvania, and a8 far south ag Vir-
ginia.

Five suicides reported in to-day’s paper, rather
more than usual.

12tk —The news is more full to-day about the
great floods that are making such great destruec-
tion in all the Eastern States, exterding through-
out Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu-
setts, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
The rivers in many places beeame broad sheets of
water extending over the country on either side,
and bridges, mill property, and possessions of all
kinds were swept away. In quite a large portion
of Westfield, Massachusetis, the water is several
feet deep in the streets. In the vieinity of White-
hall, New York, twenty five bridges are washed
away, snd in that city and at Albany, Monticello,
Binghamton and Poughkeepsie, people are driven
from their houses, much property swept awayand
cattle drewned. At Philadelphia, Harrisburg,
Pittghurg and Wilkesharve, and elsewhere in
Pennaylvania, greai loss. There are lend-slides,
washouts in many plsces, and railroad lines have
their trains hindered and some have been entirvely
shat off until repairs are made. A few lives have
besn lost and many millions of dollars-worth of
property has been destroyed. The Pittsburg Ex-
position building is said to presenmt the magnifi-
cent spectacle of a floating palace, being accessible
ouly by navigation of the waters surrounding it.

In the street of Kenosha, Wiseonsin, & woman
shot Mr. Bain, the wealthy wagon manufacturer
of that place.

Wear Janesville, Wisconsin, a Mrg. Mack and
her paramour murdered her hugband and then
put him in the stable and backed a herse over him,
to cause the belief that the horse kicked and killed
him.

18th.—A woman and tbree children murdered
in Kesrney county, Nebraska, and near York, Ne-
braska, Noash Martin found dead with fractured
skull.

The Afghan defense against the British invaders
bas fallen through, the Ameer has flied, and the
Afghans invite the English to come in and organ-
ize a new government.

14th.—-Princess Alice, daughter of Queen Vie-
torin, snd wife of the Prince of Hesse-Darmstadt
is reported as dylog.

The snowstorm yesterday wag general through-
out the west. Even in Missouri the fall was very
heavy, drifis being six or eight feet deep. Trains
throughout that state were much delayed, and no
passenger trains left 8t Louls yesterday., 4t Kan-
sas City it is said io bave been the heaviest ever
knowzn there. Also very heavy im Ksmsas, and
throughout Illinois and Iows much snow, the
amount of fall deereasing farther nerth, so that
at Janesville and Msdison, Wisconsin, only a few
inches fell.

17th.~Powerful moantain tribes in Afghanistan
are sald to be now opposing the British army.

The West of Eungland and South Wales Bank
whose failure we previcusly recorded, the inves-
tigating committee find to be involved in a further
dificiency of one and a half millions of doilars for
which the shareholders are liable. With all these
bank and commsercial failures a state of panic
geems to exist in the British Isles, affecting all

classes, the rich and the poor, but with forced idle-
ness and destitution to many thousands of the lat-
ter.

18th;—The British army are said to have cap-
tured Jelalabad, one of the chief cities of Afghan-
istan, and another column is preparing to move on
Candahar.

20th. —In the Mediterranean Sea the steamer
Byzaniine camo in collision with another steamer
and wag sunk., One hundred and fifty lives lost,
only fourteen of those on board ssved.

Bayard Taylor, American Minister to Berlin,
Germany, died there yesterday. His death was
very sudden and unexpected, as his illness was
not considered to be dangerous. His name has
been well known as a traveler and writer for
many years.

o< e

Envrespondense.

To the Massachusetts District.

Brn. Joseph and Henry:—To the official mem.
bers of the branches composing the Massachu.-
setts District, and to the members in general.
There are some things that T, with others, espec-
ially the former Presidents of the District, think
should be considered and promptly acted upon,
in order that we may work more harmoniously
and unitedly; to carry out the wishes of the dis-
trict, which has advised according to the instruct-
ions of the Geperal Conference of the Church.

As acting president of this district, I wish te

‘say to all the Presiding Elders, that I would like

by next conference time, which will be in Febru-
ary, 1879, that they will make it their duty to see
that all members of the Church have their names
enrolled on the records of the nearest branch to
their homes, so that they may be represented;
and I ask all members of the Church in this
district to take hold and help to accomplish this
work. We have some, who, notwithstanding ad.
vice and labor are still at large; some for one
cause and some for another. For my part I can
not see why any Saint should want to be in such
a condition, who wishes well to the Church.
There are three reasons that I can see why a
Saint might want to stand in such a position,
either of which would hurt the spiritual condition
of a Saint. The first of these reasons is pride,
or a haughty feeling: Secondly, there may be
trouble existing between members, or supposed
trouble, and on such grounds they keep aloof;
Thirdly, they are or have become conformed to
the world. For certainly more or less of these
troubles exist in branches that become disorgan-
ized. To the first, it would appear, that persons
very highly gifted and with the love of God in
their soul, raising them above the low and vul:
gar would, like Jesus, strive to elevate those who
belong to the Church and to them seem to be of
low degree, if such there be; and by a wise and
judicious act of charitable work, they might raise
such to the standard of Saints; worthy of the
kingdom of God and save some from such sup-
posed condition. To the second, I see no good
excuse for not having all difficulties between
Saints amicably settled; and I would advise all
that are in this condition te be in haste to get in-
to such a standing in the Church, that you can
by faith lay khold on the promises of the Lord,
for we shall all stand in need of the faith of the
gospel more and more, as each year shall pass.
To the third, I will say, take the advice given to
the second and try and labor night and day if
vyou value salvation to be of any worth to you,
for there is one thing certain, to say the least, if
the Lord has given a revelation in these last days,
you are in a sad case. And now, without any
long argument to prove your condition, I have
only to quote Paul’s testimwony; 24 Timothy
4 :7, 8 verses which reads, “I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love his appear-
ing.” Again in 8t John 14 : 15, it reads, “If ye
love me keep my commandments.” Now it ig
quite certain that if any one is carried away with
the follies of the world altogether, they cannot
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keep the Lord’s commandments and consequent-
ly cannot love his appearing; for as a sudden
destruction he will come upon the world of the
thoughtless, and all that forget the Lord. It is
also said by one, that “all who do not hearken to
the words of that Prophet (Christ) shall be cut off
from. among the people.”” And now if any of
the Saints do not love the appearing of the Lord,
make haste and get into that frame of mind that
will allow you to look for the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ; and the setting up of his kingdom,
and be sure that you have nothing, no, not an
idol, that shall be able to turn your steadfast
mind from the Lord of glory.

There is another thing 1 wish to writs of; 1
want all Presiding Elders to see that all things
dedicated to and for the Church, and sanctified
by the Spirit, shall be carefully, and not loosely
used ; and not at any time traflicked in or mixed
and sold; and teach all that such things are not
acceptable to or with the Lord. No matter what
any person’s manifestations may be, all things
dedicated, and sanctified by the Spirit, are sa-
cred, and must be used with care, prayer and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Again, I wish to state to all the Elders who
hold license to preach, to caréfully read those pa-
pers and see if we are to preach the gospel ag
held by the Church, or as we understand it or
pretend to; and let me entreat you to conform to
the order of the Church; and help to build it up
in one and not scatter abroad. Let us all have
an honest interest for our work, the kingdom of
God. Brethren let us work for the good of all,
and not frighten the timid, nor pet the gentle too
much. To close, let me earnestly invite all to
come to the next conference, move all out of the
way that can be moved and come, and be earnest,
and the Lord will bless us all in this district.

I lately paid a visit to the Fall River Branch,
and had a very pleasant visit: I testified with
the brethren there of the goodness of God, to us,
as 8 people, and was blessed, edified and en-
couraged by their testimonies. They all seemed
to be in good spirit, and strong in the faith of
the gospel; as contained in the Bible, Book of
Mormon and Doctrine aud Covenants. I spoke
in the evening of Sunday 24th, on the Book of
Mormon, and spoke ag the Lord directed me by
his good Spirit. The brethren in Fall River are
doing something that I certainly think worth of
note, and also of commendation to the rest of the
branches, in the district. One of thege is ag fol-
lows: There was commenced in Fall River some
time last spring, a fund to be called the “Herald
fund for the poor;” so that those of the Saints
who were too poor to pay $2.15 might be supplied
with the Herald. An Agent was appointed, and
the Saints were asked to pay one cent per week
for each one.” This sum was considered so small
that many took hold and the result is, the Herald
has been furnished to quite a number of those
who were to poor to take it. 3o by this means
they have been blessed and the Herald helped.
Truly much good can be done by small means.
There are a great many who think they are too
poor to pay at once for the Herald and Hepe that
raight by the following method be able to take
both. Put by in some safe place one cent per
duy for six days in the weelk; or let two poor fan-
ilies put by three cents each per week, and at the
year’s end they would be able to take the Herald
and Hope between thern. I think ifthiscould be
considered and tried, it would not be long before
we could have these papers at half their present
cost, or a weekly paper. Brethren let us by all
means support our own fivst, and that disagree-
able sentence, (The Herald is too dear), will cease,
and we will have a cheap paper. Your brother
in Christ, CyrizL B, BRowN.

Prorsrrenp, Illinois,
December, 9th, 1878.

Joseph Smith and Henry Stebbins; Dear Breth-
ren.—The Saints in the Pittsfield Branch are still
rejoicing in the “one faith,” which we would not
exchange for any or all other religious irstitu-
tions called faith, known of by us. The gospel
has done much for us ali for which we feel grate-
ful. We have recently been treated to several
sumptuous meals from the Lord’s inexhaustable
gtorehouse of knowledge. Qur mindg have been

refreshed and our gpirits cheered by the timely
visgit of Bro. John H. Lake, who came to us on
Thursday, November 14th, and tarried among us
till the 22d. He preached several times to fair
audiences in Bush’s Hall. Made the way of
truth appear plain. Especially did it appearso to
us from whose minds the veil of unbelief has
been removed. We pray that God may raise up
many such men as John H. Lake to preach the
everlasting gospel. The Saints here fully ap-
preciate the value of his services in this place.
May the Master reward him, and all the Elders
who are striving fogether to “prepare the way of
the Lord before him,” is my prayer.
Yours in Christ, H. R. Minis.

Mrvron, Santa Rosa Co., Florida,
November 25th, 1878,

Dear Herald —When I last wrote I was quietly
waiting at Shackleville, Alabama, for Mr. Simms
to geta good ready” for discussion, Well, to
make the story short he never got ready. The
discussion was one of his own seeking. While
I was absent in Missigsippi last summer, he met
Bro. George Chute, and enquired for me, was
very anxicus for discussion, and wanted Bro.
Chute to correspond with me, and have me return
ag soon as possible. On myreturn in July, hear-
ing of his anxiety I went into the neighborhood
where he resides, and soon had the pleasure of
his acquaintance, and after some talk came io
conclusions which have been reported heretofore.
T was repeatedly told from that on that he would
not meet me, but T thought he would, and so0 ex-
pressed myself on all occasions, until the delay
of the debate, T then began to believe that I had
been correctly informed in regard to his relia-
bility.

Og September 25th a letter was received from
bim in which he says: “Rev. Geo. Chute:—Not
knowing the whereabouts of Mr., Smith, I write
you stating that a brother whom I engaged a
raonth ago'to prepare for the responsibilities of
the anticipated debare, wrote me a few days ago
stating to my surprise, and grief, that he could
pnot be with me, * * * till two weeks later than
the appointed time for the discussion, and re.
quested that the debate be deferred to begin on
Monday after the third Sunday in October.
Please give notice to Mr. Bmish, and ascertain if
the postponement will suit him. Having de-
pended on another brother from the beginning 1
have made no preparations, and having all
my time engaged from now to the appointed
time for the debate can make nons, and of course
would act quite imprudeat if I were to attempt to
discuss the doctrine of religion without prepa-
rationg.”

Though Mr. 8imms had promised that there ]

shonld be no failare on his part, that he wonld
either discuss at the appointed time or get a
substitute, it was plainly apparent that he would
do neither; so I had to postpone it, or let it fall
to the ground. I thought then, and think yes,
that it was only a dodge. He no doubt thought
I would not postpone it, and that would be the
end of the matter; but I promptly wrote to him
criticizing him for his past action, but accept-
ing bis proposition for a postponement. I
was then, and in fact had been all the time, indi
rectly threatened with Messrs Graves, Crampton,
Hudson, Seals and others, but all with no effect;
I did not scare, but prepared for action deter
mined to meet any opposition that should be
brought forward on the day appointed. Bat, lo!
the night before the debate was to begin T received
the following note:—“Mr. H. C. Bmith: Perhaps
ere this time you have heard of my sickness.
One week and ahalf ago I was taken with chills
and fever, have been gick ever since. I am yet
prostrated though improving some. I regret
very much that there will be a sad disappoint-
ment. It is providential and can not be helped.
A.T. Simms.”  Not one word about the mighty
champion for whom the debate was postponed!
My, Simms was sick and there must be “a sad
disappointment.” Butwhy, pray why should the
sickness of Mr. Simms interfere with the “other
brother.”  Alas I fear he had no other brother
engaged and was caught in his own snare. I
will not question his sickness, but only say the

note was Written in his own hand writing, and in

an apparently steady hand though he was
“prostrated.”

At the téme appointed I was at the place ap-
pointed, and read our correspondance, and made
an explanation of all the circumstances. All ex-
pressed their disapproval of Mr. SBimms’ action,
Baptists not excepted. I told them if they were
not satisfied with Mr. Simms’ action I would
meet any responsible representative of the Bap.-
tist Church, but should pay no attention to Mr.
Simms for the reason that 1 did not consider him
reliable. I am sorry it happened as it did, for 1
dislike to have ag little confidence in any man as
T have in him. I think however that it will
result in good to the cause.

From Shackleville T went in company with Br.
Wm. J. Booker, to Lone Star Branch where we
had some of the most disagreeable duties to per.
form that it has ever been my lot fo share. We
were appointed to act ag a court of Elders to
hear the cases of some members against whom
charges had been preferred. Eighteen cases
were heard, and four were expelled. I shudder
yet when I think of the spirit. manifested there,
and of the crimes that were unveiled. One was
expelled for habitually whipping, and abusing
his wife, and it was claimed that the Church had
no right to interfere with troubles between man
and wife. If he had whipped some other woman
it would have been a great crime, but his bheing
her hushand gave him licence to abuse her! Is
this christianity * If so, T have misunderstood it.
I had no scruples in recommending that he be
expelled from the Church, neither yet have I any
compunction of conscience because of such ac-
tion. Another had set up a saloon, and was geli-
ing whiskeéy within the branch, the arguments
in favor of it were too weak to be worthy of
notice here. One witness testified that a brother
had challenged another for a duel, but as the law
required two we could not condemn him, but my
blood chills at the thoughi either the brother s
guilty, (and & failure to, prove it does not clear
him in God’s sight) or the witness testified falsely.
I suggest that some one has need of deep, ard
humiliating repentance. We did nothing officially
on our own responsibility, but acted by request
and under appolntment from the branch.

Bro. W. J. Booker is weorthy of heonorable men-
tion in this matter, though opposed by his own
relatives, and some of the transgressors were
nearly related to him, he never wavered. I re-
spect bim for his unflinching devotion to the
right. There was sore dissatisfaction with the
action of the court. I regret it, nothing pains me
so much as to be suspected of wrong doing by
my brethren, but I have no opology to make, I
acted conscienticusly, and leave the matter in
hands of the Great Judge.

Here 1 parted company with Bro. Booker, he
has been an agreeable companion. Bro. Scogin
brought rae in his buggy to Florida where we
arrived November Tth. Bro. Scogin staid over
Sunday, and then returned. Hany thanks forhis
considerate kindness.

Hince arriving here I have preached five times
in Santa Rosa Branch, and once in Coldwater. I
found the Saints all well here. Their moral
walk is generally good, but not-as much spiritual
light among them as I would like to see. Ihope
for a speedy improvement in this respect.

By letter from PBrn. Grierson and Porter of
Three Rivers Branch, Mississippi, I learn thet
the Baints there are doing well. DBoth of these
brethren seem to be alive in the work, and anxious
to do something for its advancement, may God
bless them. When last heard from the yellow
fever was within eight or ten miles of them, at
Scranton, but the Baints were well, may God pro-
tect them.

It seems impossible for me to visit Missiesippi,
before the 1st of January, but I am anxious to
get there. Prospects are said to be good for a
good work there this winter. From present pros-
pects it seems doubtful about any one going with
me. What we need here is not & new financisl
system, but a practical development of the present
one, and more willingness on the part of the
Elders to labor—morefof a willingness to sacri-
fice home comforts for the gospel’s sake.

Some think it too humilisting to be dependent,
yet are always dependent on God’s providence
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for all they enjoy, and it is a part of his provi-
dence for the ministry to be supported by the
Church, and for them his perfect law provides an
honest support. Was it not humiliating when the
Son of God quit the glory of heaven, and came
and suffered and died for us? Can we expect to
enjoy gospel privileges here, and eternal life
hereafter as a result of Christ's humility if we
refuse to humble ourselves? (See D. C. Sec. 60
par.1, ). If we are truly thankful for gospel
light will we not be anxious to impart that light
to others? I am glad to hear good news of how
the gospel wends its way in different parts of the
world, and O how I wish I could do more for its
advancement.

I have lost some of my enthusiasm, bul my
love for the work grows deeper as I journey on;
the more the waves of persecution and Infidelity
are dashed against the basis of my hopes the
deeper and firmer is the foundation of that hope
preven to be. Why should a man think of giv-
ing up his hope in Christ for Infidelity, with the
humiliating fact before him, that withou$ the
light received in the service of God he would not
have sense enough to be an intelligent Infidel?
The promises of God seem more and more like
realities to me, and in his gervice I hope to con-
tinue.

I suppose the ravages of “Jack Frosl” are
plainly discernible in ithe north, but the change
ig scarcely preceptible here. T am sifting on the
porch, at Bro. McArthur's, and perfectly comfor-
table, while the soft balmy breeze fans my cheek,
the green pines are waving in grandeur in the

forest near by, and beautiful flowers are bloom-’

ing in their loveliness in the yard before me.
Breathing s prayer for Zion’s weal, and hoping
always to be worthy the confidence and prayers
of God’s-people, I am as ever,
Hemax C. SyiTH.

WHEELER'S GROVE, Iowa,
December 12th, 1878,

Brother Henry :(—After the Semi.Annual Con-
ference I labored in Nebraska up to November
18th. Since then have been in Iowa. With Bro.
R. M. Elvin, I came here to the Pottawattamie
District Conference. 'The meetings were largely
attended, and peace and unity prevailed. At the
clogse Robert and I commenced preaching every
night to large congregations. Last Sunday he
began a series at Farm Creek Branch. 1 have
baptized eight here, and Bro. Elvin will baptize
some at this place to.day. Two came forward
last night, and there will be otherg I think, for
several are already convinced. We propose to
remain while the interest lasts, or till the Spirit
testifies that our work is done I find Bro. Robert
to be a very agreeable companion and. an able
exponent of the gospel.

The interest at Farm Creek isnot as good. 1
spoke there last night. The congregation was
not large but attentive. Our object there is to
revive the Saints. I am to be at home on Christ.
mas, and after the New Year will start directly
for Kansas, the Lord willing. Your co-laborer
in Christ, . R. J. ANTHONY.

Farmmnaron, Kentucky,
November 29th, 1878.

Bro. H. A. Stebbins:-—The cause here has
gained some this year. The Saints are growing
some in the gospel, and we are also growing
some in number, Since my last writing I have
taken another trip to Georgia and Alabama. The
cause there is on the increase, and the Saints are
firm in the faith. Three were added during my
stay, and I am informed by letter from brother
Gerber that one more is waiting for my return to
be baptized. There are others also who are al-
most certain to unite with the Church, if they
have the opportunity. But I will not be able to
go there again soon, for want of means. I will
have to “hang my harp on the willows,” except
on Sunday, and go to work for awhile. The
Church here is also gaining slowly 1 have held
meetings here most of the time since my return,
and with good result. Seven have been baptized,
and one reclaimed who was led off by the sophis-
tries of the Christian Church, (?) so called: The
cause stands better before the world than it has
done before since I have heen here. Our pro-

gress has been slow, much slower then any of us
thought of four years ago; but I believe that we
will yet have something of & Church in this
ceuntry.

I have lately been examining Sheldon’s attack
on Mormonism and Blair’s reply, and will here
say that if any have had their faith weakened by
Sheldon’s book let them take the reply and com-
pare them, section by section, and if they are not
convinced that Sheldon’s coufse is ariful and
very weak, yea, more, even dishonest and mean,
it is because they are very blind; while on the
other hand Blair’s course is manly, candid, and
very comprehensive. It ought to be in the
hands of all the Saints. In conclusion I say,
may the work progper. It is of God, and it de-
serves our ablest efforts. Yours in the bonds of
love, JorN H. IIANSEN.

Macaias, Maine,
December 10th, 1878.

Brn. Joseph and Henry :—A few weeks ago at
Indian River, the Advents held their general
meeting. They tried to add one or more to their
church, but failed to reach any of the so called
gentiles. During their session a Mr. Calles, one
of their Elders, threw out a challenge to all
parties, that no one could prove from scrip-
ture, (or Bible), that the spirits of men are con-
gcious after the death of the body. Arrangements
being made by brother John Hall, the challenge
was accepted, and my brother, 8. O. Foss, was
called upon by brother Hall to meet the great
Goliath, Itis true Mr. Calles is a smart man to
advocate the Adventist faith, and all among the
Adventists call him their best, yet, after giving
the challenge, he did not want to stand to it.
But some of his supporters forced him on.

1st. Mr. Calles affirmed that the spirit of man
is net conscious; 8. O. Foss in the negative.

2d. Mr. Calles affirmed that the wicked would
be annihilated; 8. 0. Foss inthe negative. They
discussed upon the above points three days. No
use of my trying to tell the feelings of the pecple,
but the number of votes cast tells it. On the
first proposition Mr. Calles had three votes, 8. O.
Fogg forty-eight. On the second, Mr. Calles had
six, 8. O. Foss fifty-four, and some who voted on
Mr. Calles side said the reason why they voted
for him was out of pity, because he got such a
whipping.

Our conference is over; had a very good one.
Yours truly, J. C. Foss.

Bevier, Macon Co., Mo,
December 2d, 1878.

Brethren Joseph and Henry :—1 am well, and
am enjoying the good Spirit of our Lord toa
great degree, for which [ feel to thank God,
knowing that he is the giver of all good gifts.
As I informed you I was threatened by a mob
some time ago, but not having informed youhow
this came to take place, I do so now. While I
was in this section preaching I was interrupted
by & minister' of the M. E. Church, and that
gentleman made the assertion that Mormonism
should be swept from this part of the country,
and that he did not consider a man a gentleman
unless he would help to do the same. He also
stated that he knew Joseph Smith to be a horge-
thief, murderer and polygamist, and that only
the dark angels of hell know the crimes they
committed. And he said that he was able to
prove all he said, as he was a live witness to the
same. I thought it my duty as a servant of God,
one who had been sent forth to defend the truth
to do so. Of course satisfaction could not be
given to the people until it was ascertained who
had the most proof. The guestion was to be dis-
cussed July 20th, which took place. My opponent
wag go kind ag to inform all his neighbors- to
be there and see how quickly he would demolish
that Mormon. A short time previous to the date
I received a notice that I must leave there within
forty-eight hours, or they would send me to.
hunt Joe Smith, and to never show my ungodly
face or those of any of my kind there again.
You can judge from this that I felt somewhat
queer, and it seemed to me that they were all
enemies of the truth. But still I placed my
trust in God, knowing that he would not forsake
me if I did what was right. But I waited till

‘roore to do with me, and walked out.

the time when the question should be discussed.
I wasall alone except an aged sister. Moderators
were chosen, and the friend was called upon to
prove the assertions that he had made. When
he had spoken for the space of twenty-four min-
utes, he wanted to stop, but the moderators in-
formed him that his time was not yet up. 8o I
took my position for the defence and I never be-
fore experienced such a measure of the Spirit. [
was astonished at myself. Time was called in
thirty minutes; then the friend was called upon
the second time, but he would not take his po-
sition, and he said that he would have [no.—Eds}
He goton
his horse and went home, leaving the audience
to decide the question. 'Then I had the pleasure
of delivering a discourse to them, showing them
the difference between error and truth. I found
that the great prejudice that was shown against
me when I first arrived there, was removed by
the power of the Spirit. The truths of God were
made manifest, and those that were honest in
heart that were secking God were convinced of
the same, and one man eighty years old was bap-
tized, who had been a Campbellite for thirty
years. Three more desired to be but were pro-
hibited by those of their own household. The
prospect is for a good work being accomplished
there at some future time. From that time I
have preached in various parts, God working
with me in my administration. I also had the
pleasure of carrying the gospel to a man who
was in his hundred and twelfth year, and the
prospect ig that he will become one with us.
The calls for preaching in this part of the coun-
iry are numerous, more than we can attend fo.
I have just returned from delivering o series of
discourses at Laclede, Linn county. Will tarry
here until the arrival of Uncle William B. Smith,
who is expected here any hour, and we will then
labor together. Bro. Chas. Derry is expected
here this week. The Saints -are greatly pleased
to learn of his coming. My love to all the kind
Saints from your brother in the gospel,
GoMER T. GRIFFITHS.

Og¢pew, Utah, Dec. 8th, 1878.

Dear Bro. Henry—Have made a break in
Harrisville.. A young man named Hicks kindly
went around with me to get a place to preach in,
and he gave a few tracts to his friend, for which
he has been cut off the so called church, but he
feels thankful. e sent his name to them prior
to this, requesting them to take it off their books,
as he did not desire it to be disgraced by re-
maining with them. At Plain City I baptized a
man named Rowe, and they summoned him for
a debt of ten dollars, when he had a note of the
plaintiff’s for fourteen dollars, bearing interest.
The plaintiff denied having given the note, and
they expected to bring the gaid brother Rowe be-
fore the Grand Jury for forgery, when we dis-
covered the man who had written the note, and
he also testified that the plaintiff had signed it.
The name by which this plaintiff goes in Utah
is James' Lund, although this is not his real
name. These are the strong means they bring
to bear against the truth. I preach here at
brother Chase’s twice to-morrow. The Lord is
confirming his word here, by healing the sick in
8 wonderful manner. We feel to praise his holy
name. God bless you. Your brother,

E. C. Braxp.

MiopLeTOWN, Butler County, O.,
December 11th, 1878.

Bro. Stebbins:—~We have been favored with a
visit from brother and sister T. W. Smith who
staid nearly two weeks. He preached several
times in a private house in Amanda, and once in
the meeting-house three miles south of here, to
attentive listeners. He made a good impression
upon the minds of the people, and I think goed
will result from it. e is a very able speaker,
apd pointed in his argument. He has a noble
wife, who seems to be filled with the Spirit of the
latter day work., I baptized six during the stay
of brother Smith; the fruit of the labors of
brethren C. Scott, B. V. Springer and others, who
have preached the gospel in this place. Others
are investigating, and I think more will be added
ere long, if the Saints are faithful. The opposi-
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tion comes from those who will not come out to |

hear the word, and of course know nothing
about it. Those who know the least, generally
claim to know the most. “Joseph Smith’ seems

to be the greatest stumbling-block to-those who |

are willing o investigate, as well "as those who
will not.  But the Jews had their stumbling-

block in Jesus, and this generation must have.

theirs, and they have found it in “Joseph Smith.”
This branch is not in excellent working order,
owing to slackness on the part of some of the
officers, but we hope for brighter days ere long.
Much of the power of God has been manifested
here in the healing of the sick since this branch
was organized. ours in love,
M. B. WiLLiAMs,

Prrrseure Penn,, Dec. 9th, 1878,

Brn. Joseph and Henry:—Having been request-
ed to write an account of the recent visit of Bro.
Thomas W. Smith and wife, to this place and
the general condition of the work here, I send
you the following: Bro. 8mith arrived Saturday,
Nov. 234, and remained nine days, including two
Sabbaths. He preached twice on each Sabbath,
and also took chiarge of other meetings. Iis dis-
courses were able, edifying, and, we believe,
productive of much good as the Saints were very
much revived and instructed. At the two or
three closing meetings our hall was completely
filled, many strangers turning out to hear the
word and expressing themselves as well pleased
with the doctrine. We trust that the seed sown
will bring forth fruit.- Brother and sister War-
nock reunited with the Church—their oldest
son William was baptized sometime ago. Our
branch like many others has passed through
long and severe trials, but we believe that they
are almost over, or at least that the worst is
past. We have better meetings and hope the day
is not far distant when the promised “unity” and
“ingathering” will be realized. We have been
somewhat crippled by the loss of three valuable
laborers, Brn. Ells, Lawrenson and Garrett,
business changes compelling them to remove to
other places.
here hag rested mostly upon Bro. Reese who has
labored patiently and untiringly for the cause:
‘We ask your prayers for the success of the work
here and in all large cities. While it is hard to
spread the truth where there is so much to draw
the minds of the people to other things, yet we
firmly believe that there are many Saints in
cities who will be gathered out. For myself I
still desire to be in earnest and to continue faith-
ful.. I have been greatly blessed of late, espec-
ially since I have withdrawn from many pleas.
ures which I learned by experience were, as the
Book of Mormon says, those “That did not satis-
fy.? 1 advise all young Saints to do the same
and although it may at first seem hard to do, yet
no real happiness will be lost but much will be
gained. Your Bro. in the gospel,

RicHARD 8. SALYARDS.

e ) —

FARM FOR SALE.

Located in Township 66, Range 27 West, Hax-
rigson county Missouri, 6 miles south of lands be-
longing to the <Order of Enoch,” 6 miles north-
east of Eagleville, and in the edge of a large body
of timber; containing 72 acres of land, 55 prairie,
17 of timber about 90 rods from the farm., The
farm is high dry land, with a gentle slope to the
south, is surrrounded with a tight rail fence, has
47 acres under plow. has two good wells of waier,
has six acres of orcharding, with apples, cherries,
grapes and small fruits. has 100 rods hedge, set
last spring, has a good frame house, ome and
three-fourths stories high, with porch the length
of it, also an addition 10x14, has a good frame
barn 88x40, and out buildings to guit convenience.
Is on a public road. Churches and schools at a
convenient distance. Isin a good neighborhood
of people. A part of said farm is well adapted to
raising fall wheat, producing twenty-five bushels
per acre last season. I will sell the above farm
for $1,600, being unable to pay for it.

For further particulars address, box 127, Eagle-
ville Mo, . C. Smrrs,

The burden and care of the work |

Confevences.

Western Wiscomsin Bistrict.

A conference was held in the Wheatville Branch,
Crawford county Wisconsin, October 12th and 13th,
1878; Frank Hacketi, presiding ; Willis McDowell,
clerk, pro tem, F. M. Cooper, assistant.

The resolution passed at last conference re-
quirisg all reports of changes in branches ioc be
written on printed blanks was rescinded.

Branch Reports.—Whestville 21 members, in-
cluding 2 Elders, 1 Teacher; 1 baptized, 1 cut
off. Spiritual condition good.

Webster 81, 4 Elders, 1 DPriest, 1 Teacher.
Spiritual eondition not as good as formerly.

The president represented that the Freedom
(German) Branch is in 5 disorganized condition,
and the conference, by vote, expressed s wish that
the German Saints thers should reorganize so as
to enjoy the blessings of God.

Spiritusl condition of Websier Branch reported
by F. M. Cooper.

Resolved that we request all the branches (o re-
port to our next conferemce, that the same may
be spread on the Disirici Becord.

Elders J. 8. Whitaker, Alrick Whitaker, Frank
Hackett, Wm. Bronson and F. M. Cooper reported
in pergon and John Bierline by leiter. The latter
had baptized five since last report, Priests Martin
V. Thayer and Teachers J. Smith and Joseph
Whitaker reported.

At 7. p. m., preaching by Bro. Hackett.

Sunday.—At 9 a. m., 8 prayer mseting, and
afterwards a short discourse by F. M. Cooper. At
2 p.m., sacrament snd testimony meeting, in
which the gifts and blessings of God were erjoyed.
At 7 p.m , preachieg by Frank Hacketi.

Resolved that we request the different branches)

of the district to raise means to sustain the family
of a traveling elder in it, their presidents to report
the amount raised to Bro. Bdwin Wildermuih, or
forward the same {o him, President Hackett to in-
form the presidentsof branches of the action of
the conferonce.

Adjourned to Norih Freedom, time to be gpeci-
fied by the president.

Flassachusciss Disirict.

A conference convened in the Sainis’ Chapel,
Douglas, September 28th, 1878; . 8. Yerrington,
president; C. N. Brown, clerk.

Statistical reports from Fall Biver, Denunisport,
Boston, Providence and Plainville branches were
received. .

Elders C. E. Brown, J. W. Nichols, Wm. Brad-
bury, J. Holt, C. A. Coombs, Erastus Vickers, G.
8. Yerrington, E. N. Webster and C. N. Brown re-
ported in person, and John Gilbert, Albert Nick-

Cerson, J. Woodward and Geo, Burnham by letter.

Priesis Geo. Erwin and F. A. Potier, Teacher (.
D. Seeley and Deacon M. P. Berg all by letier.

C. E. Browa and C. A. Coombs were appoinied
auditing committee, and the reports of the Bishop’s
Agent, District President and Clerk were referred
to them.

Resolved that the seaitered members of this dis-

‘trict be enrolled upon the branch records of those

branches nearest the place where they reside.

Evening, preaching by C. A. Coombs snd C. N.
Brown.

Resolved that a president of & branch shall*
serve ag the President of the Massachuseits Dig-
trict at the same time ; thus holding tweimpoertant
fields of labor at once. After some discussion the
resolution was carried.

Cyriel B. Brown was chosen president till next
conferance, G. 8. Yerrington as vice president
and C. N. Brown clerk.

The committes reported favorably upoa finan-
cial reports.

Sabbath morning devoted to prayer, testimony
and sacrament meeting, conducted by . N. Web-
ster and Wm. Bradbury. An excellent seasen was
enjoyed, in which the gifts of the Spirit were man-
ifest and all were edified and strengthened.

After an intermission, and by request of the
members residing in Douglas, the eonfereuce as-
sisted in reorganizing the Douglas Branch. Bro.
Theron H. Barton was ordained a Priest by Elder

C. E. Brown and others, and was chosen president
of the Douglas Branch. J. Merritt Parker was
chosen Teacher, and sister Urana 8. Caswell clerk
of the branch. Suitable instructions were given
for their advancement, and an excellent spirié
pervaded the gession.

Geo. 8. Yerrington preached in the afternoon,
and C. E, Brown, E. N. Webster and Wm. Brad-
bury in the evening.

The conference was to all o season of refreshing
in spiritual things. )

Adjourned to Dennisport, at 2:30 p.m., Saturday,
February 2d, 1879,

% Was it not intended to say shall “not” serve? —Eps.

-

Cemtral Bansas Bistrict.

A conference convened at Atchison, November
2d, 1878; David Williams, presiding; William
Williams, clerk.

Branch Reporis.—Atchison 35 members, in-
sluding 4 Elders, 1 Priest, 2 Teachers.

Good Intent 24, 1 Elder, 1 Priest, 1 Teacher.

Netawaka 18, 4 Elders.

Elders Wm. Hopkins, Henry Green, Griffith
George, Daniel Munns, George Thomas and David
Williams reported, also Priests Hiram Parker and
Henry Stawpert, and Teacher Watson Thatcher,

Saturday evening, prayer and festimony meet-
ing, and a good spirit prevailed.

SBunday: At 10:30 preashing by Henry Green;
at 2:30 prayer and testimony meeting, and the
gifts of the gospel were enjoyed.

Resolved that Daniel Munns and Griffith George
have a mission to the northern part of Kansas, to
preach and organize branches where they can.
Henry Green to Netawaka, Wm. Hopkins to assist.

At T7:30, preaching by Griffith George and David
Williams. .

Adjourned to meet in three menths, at the call
of the president.

Nerth-VWesiern Bansas Disirict.

A conference convened in the Saints’ Meeting
House at Blue Rapids, Marskall county, Kansas,
November 9th, 1878; Geo. W. Shute, president;
Mahlon Bmith, clerk. k

The forenoon was occcupied with remarks by
the president and John Landers.

At 2 p.m., Branch Reports:—Nobletown 83
members, including 2 Elders, 2 Priests; 2 bap-
tized, 1 received, 1 died.

Blue Rapids 29, 1 High Priest, 1 Seventy, §
Elders, 1 Priest, 1 Teacher, 1 Deacon; 1 baptized,
3 received, 1 ordination. ‘

Otter Lake and Solomon Valley not reported.

Elders John Landers and B, M. Wildermuth re-
ported. Eider I. N. Roberts had baptized three.
Geo. W. Shute had baptized one. Xlders James
Perking, Norman Hazleton, Daniel Adams, Geo.
W. Vail, Caleb Hall and Mahlon 8mith reported ;
also Priests J. 8. Goble and J. F. McClure.

The commiitee appointed to investigate and
settle difficulties in Nobletown Branch was dis-
charged, and the matter referred back to the
branch.

I. ¥. Roberts, James Perkins and Mablon
Smith were assigned missions,

T. H. Humes was ordained an Elder.

The conference was largely attended, and
showed much growth and prosperity in the dis-
triet.

Adjourned to” Nobletown Bramch, Saturday,
February 1st, 1879,

Fremont District,

A conference convened at Farm Creek, Mills
county, Iowa, November Sth, 1878 ; Daniel Hougas, -
president; Almon D. Hougas, clerk pro tem,

Branch Reports.—Farm Creek 27, 1 Elder, 1
Priest, 1 Teacher; 1 baptized.

Shenandoah 92, 1 High Priest, 1 Seventy, 7
Elders, 4 Priests, 1 Teacher; 1 died; 8. 8. Wilcox
ordained & High Priest.

Mill Creek 25, 3 Elders, 1 Priest, 2 Teachers;
2 died.

Elm Creek 28, 2 Elders, 2 Priests, 2 Teachers, 1
Deacon. Plum Creek and Nephi not reported.

One hour spent in freo discussion.

Elders reported in person, G. BE. Deuel, 8. 8.
Wilgex, M. H. Forscutt, Geo. Kemp, Solomon
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Thomas, E. F. Hyde, W. D. Leadingham, and D.
Hougas; also Priests E. L. Kelley U. Austin. and
- John Goode, by letter.

D. Hougas and John Goode, who were appointed
to visit the Glenwood Saints, reported having
found seme of the Spirit among them but did not
deem it advisable te organize a branch at the
present. The conference endorsed their actionm,
but advised the Saints there to procure a place and
have meeting. (. F. Waterman and Garret Walling
were appointed to attend to it.

The committee appointed to visit the Nephi
Branch reported. Report was accepted and com-
mittee discharged.

Previous mission appointments were sustained,
ministry to report to the president on or before
next conference.

Prayer meeting at 7 p.m.

Sunday, at 11 a.m., preaching by M. H. Fors-
cutt. Preaching at 7 p.m., by Bro. E. L. Kslley.

A good spirit prevsiled, and harmony wasg the
order throughout the gession.

Adjourned to the Gaylord School House, Feb.
Ist, 1879, at 10 a.m. ’

Wvomsing Valley Bisirict.

A conference was held at Hyde Park, Pa., Nov,,
23d and 24th, 1878; Henry Jones, president; Wi,
Harrig, secretary.

Branch BReports.—Hyde Park 82, 5 Elders, 1
Priest, 2 Teachers, 1 Deacon; 2 received, 1 died,
1 suspended.

Plymouth 12, 1 Elder, 2 Priesls, 1 Deacon; 1
baptized, 1 ordination.

Elders Reporis: Thos. A. John, Henry 8. Gill,
James Jenkins, J. R. Qriffithg, Henry Jones, in
person; Jokn Edmunde, Lewis B. Thomas snd
Priest Llewellyen Harris by lettes.

The case of Sr. Jane Bevan was again brought

forward, and the action of the Danville Brauch in
her case was sustained.

Report of Wm. W. Jones, Bishop’s Agent: “Re-
ceived $3.85, balance in hand $3.85—total $7.20.”

Resolved that we request all officers in the dis-
trict to do their duty im teaching the Baints the
necessity of contributing of a portion of their
means, eo that the work of God can be better
prosecuted, both in the disirict and at large.

All officers are requested to report in person or
by letter to conference, otherwise their licenses
will be withdrawn until they make reconciliation:
(Bee D. 0., old edition, sec. 2: 13; 8 : 44).

All branch financial clerks are requested to re-
port to the Bishop’s Agent a week prior to the as-
gembling of conference, sc that he can make a full
report to the district conference.

Sunday afternoon, a sacrament and testimony
meeting ; evening, preaching by Wm. Harris and
Henry Jopes.

Adjourned to the Plymouth Branch, at 2 p. m.,
February 224, 1879,

FMeorihern Eilimois Disirict.

A conference was held st Mission, La Salle
county, Illincis, Qctober 5th and 6th, 1878; W.
W. Blair, presiding; Joseph Smith, clerk pro tem.

Branch Reports.—Rission 74, 2 Elders, 8
Priests, 1 Teacher. Streator 87, 2Elders, 1 Priest,
2 Teachers; 1removed. Braidwood 56, 4 Elders,
1 Teacher, 2 Deacons; 8 baptized, 8 received, 2
expelled, 1 died. Piper City 15, 1 Elder, 1 Priest,
1 Teacher. Plano 180, 2 First Presidency, 2
Apostles, 2 High Priests, 1 Sevemty, 9 Elders,
8 Priests, 4 Teachers, 2 Deacons; 1 baptized, 2
received and 4 removed by letter, 2 received, 1
marriage.

Spiritual condition of Plano Branch was re-
ported by H. 8. Dille; of Streator, by C. A.
West; of Braidweod, by J. 8. Kier; of Mission, by
Thomas Hougas; of Leland, by Odin Jacobs, all
in fair condition.

Klders d. Bmith, L. I.. Rogers, W. W. Blair, J. 8.
Kier, Peter Devlin, Andrew Hayer and R. Wool-
iscroft reported, also Priest Austin Hayer, snd
Teacher Hans Hayer and Deacon R. Atkins.

Bro. Blair, as distriet president, reported hav-
ing received $23 from branches, and $10 of the
district fund, and having paid out for the use of a
horse, for feed, and for sundry expenses $17.93.

Resolved that the ministry of the disirict do la-

bor in the neighborhood of their respective
branches, as opporiunity may offer, within the
digtrict, subject to the advice and counsel of the
presiding officer of the distriot.

By vote Bro..J. ¥. McDowell was invited to la-
bor in the distriet.

Andrew Hayer reported writing to certain per-
sons in Iowa, according to instructionm of confer-
ence, who left the district without letters, but re-
ceived no reply. The president imstruected that
they be reported as gcattered members.

License was voted to Bro. Richard Wooliseroft,
as an elder.

At 7:30 p.m., H. 8. Dille and J. 8. Kier preached,

Sunday: At 9 a.m., a prayer meoting was held,
Bro. I. L. Rogers and C. A. West presiding; at
16;80, President Blair preacked; at 2 p.m Joseph
Smith preached; at7:80 preaching by Pres. Blair.

Adjourned to Streator, 10 a.m., February lst,
1879.

The Baints at Mission had enlarged their mest-
ing house, by sdding twelve feet to its length, and
finished the inside tastefully and neatly.

Large delegations were present from the various
branches.

Neorii Easi Flissouri District.

A conference moet in the Saints’ Meeting Houss,
Bevier: John Taylor, presiding; Edwsrd L.
Page, clerk.

Resolved that the “Raules of Order,” as adopied
by the General Conference, be also adopied by
this distriet. )

Branch Reports.~—DBevier 60, including 7 Elders,
2 Priests, 4 Teachers, 1 Deacon; 8 received andl
removed by letter, 8 expelled.

Hannibal 22, 83 Blders; no changes.

Salt River 22, 1 Elder, 1 Teacher.

Huntgville 8, 1 Beveniy, 1 Elder, 1 Priest, 1
Deacon; 2 received.

Elders Gomer T. Griffiths, Robert Thrutchley,
Edward L. Page, David D. Jones, Samuel Reed,
John L. Williams, Ephraim Rowland and Charles
Perry reported, also Priests Frank Mussell and
James Davis, and Teachers Wm. Richards and
David Jones,

Report of Bishop's Agent accepted.

Bro. Frank Mussell’s case was investigated, and
it was nnanimously agreed to drop the malter en-
tirely.

The counsel of President Taylor to the elders
was that they should labor in the Lord’s vineyard.

Resolved that David Winn be ordsined o Priest.

At 7 p.m. preaching by E. L. Page and G. T
Griffiths.

Sunday forenscn, preaching by R. Thrutchly
and by Pres. John Taylor. Afternoon, sacra-
mental service. Bro. David Wirn was ordaineda
Priest by R. Thrutchly, John Taylor and David D.
Jomes. Earnest prayers were offered up and good
testimonies given.

A letter was read from Bro. Wm. B. Smith, pro-
posing to vigit the Saints at Bevier, and deliver a
series of discourses, if they would forward the
necessary means to defray his expenses. The
matier was laid before the Sainta.

Resolved that Bro. John T. Williams visit the
brethren and obtain whatever amount of money
each can subscribe.

At'7 p.m., preaching by Pres. Taylor and G. T.
Grifiths.

Resolved that this district defray the expenses
of the clerk.

That we extend an invitation to Bra. Wm."B.
Smith and Gomer T. Griffiths to labor in this dis-
trict.

That the clerk be instructed to write Bro. J. A.
Robinson, Peoria, Illinois, requesting that the
statement reflecting upon Bro. John T. Williams,
which appeared in conference minutes of Kewanee
Distriet, reported in Herald of May 16th, 1878, be
corrected through the Herald; for we esteem him
highly as & faithful Saint and officer.

After a very harmonious and pleasant session,
conference adjourned to Bevier, February 1, 1879,
Lo - e e

Addresses.
James Robb, Bishop’s Agent for Kent and Elgin

Distriet, is Kimball, Lambten Co., Ontario.
John Roberts, Livermore, Alameda county, Cali-
fornia.

Wincellanenns,

Board of Publication Mceting.

A called meeting of the Board of Publication
of the Church, was held Nov. 17th, 1878, in the
Editorial room of the Herald Office, I. L. Rogers
presiding: 1. N. W. Cooper Secretary

Present of the Board I. L. Rogers, H. A. Steb-
bing, John Scott and W. W. Blair; D. Dancer be-
ing abgsent. Prayer by the President.

The minutes of the regular meeting for March,
1878, were read and approved, there having been
no September meeting in consequence of the ab-
sence of the majority of the Board.

The Secretary read the report, as follows:

Cash on band, February 16th, 1878..... $ 12 08
Cash Reeeipis............... SN 4,611 49

$4,623 57

- EXPENDITURES.

Employees ..oovirnnonnionnnneenne. $2,806 76
Freight, expressage and drayage...... 55 21
Stamps, mailing and postal cards...... 235 98
Church .. ..iovt viiiiiiiii e 250 01
Incidentals..............cvint. 40 50
Chicago firme......ovvenvineiinennens 728 58
Chureh Library........cccoiien cnnns 30 75
Uteh Chapel Fund ........... ooole. . 52 65
F. Reynolde...........c.coin 13 56
W, G Jarman oo seeeeenrcnrianness 51 63
Billspayable......oovnieeiiant 100 60
Wi W, Blair. ccoiveiiiaeninannennnss 556 12
W. H. Carwen . vver v rneninnionden., 10 00
Cash on hand, August 16th, 1878.... .. 197 83

$4,623 57

W. W. Blair chairman of the commitiee to audit
the Secretary’s books of account, reported thatthe
Committee had made only a partial examination,
and, sc far a8 thsy examined, they were correct,
but they had not time to make a complete investi-
gation,

The report was received, the committee was
discharged and the President was authorized to
appoint an auditing committee to thoroughly at-
tend to the work, with the privilege to choose
those outside the Board if deemed advisable.

W. W. Blair, chairman of committee on Mother
Smith’s Life of Joseph Smith, reported that there
were some radical errors in the book as heretofore
published, and information on these points was
being sought for from 8r. Emma Bidemon.

The report was received and the committee con-
tinued, with request to complete the matter as
soon a8 possible.

A resolution of the General Conference for April
1878, which requires the Board to prepare and
publish a Synopsis of the Seriptures, was read,
and it was ordered that two be appointed to super-
intend the preparation of such a synopsis and ep-
itome of Church History, the work to be subjected
to the Board for endorsement prior to its publica-
tion. -

The propriety of publishing in a cheap form, a
small selection of hymns from the Harp, was dis-
cussed and it was resolved that Joseph Smith,
John Scott and Henry A. Stebbins be a committee
to select 150 to 200 pages from the Harp for an
edition of one thousand hymn books, to be printed
at a8 early a date as possible.

A sample of a concordance to the Book of Cove-
nants was considered, but was decided to be too
voluminous,

An article on the Book of Mormon, intended by
the Elder writing it for a tract, was presented and
referred to Brn. Blair and Stebbins for examina-
tion.

The President subssquently appointed Brn.
Lawrence Conover and H. A. Siobbins as the com-
mittee to audit the books, and Bra. Stebbins and
Blair as the Committee om Synopsis of the Scrip-
tures.

Adjourned with benediction by Bro. John Beott.

I. N, W. CoorEr, Secretary,
SOV

When the million applaud you, seriously ask
yourself what harm you have done, when they
cengure you, what goed.
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Notices.

WesTErN WisconsiN Districr.— A conference

will be hald at North Freedom, Sauk county, Wis-

consin, Jaruary 4th, and 5th, 1879. A full at-

tendance of the ministry and of the Saints is
requested.

Franx Hackarr, District President.

Sering River Districr.—A conference will be
held at the Pleasant View Branch, January 3lst
1879, beginning at 7 p.m. :

J. A. Davis. Clerk of Districi.

I wish my correspondents would hereafter ad-
dress me Thomas W. or Thos. W. Smith, instead
of T. W. Smith, as gometimes the T’s dre made
like F’s, and other parties have received letters
belonging to me. Letters sent to 191 Hampden
sireet, Boston Highlands, Mass., care E. N. Web-
ster, will ficd me after January lst next; orif
sent to Philadelphia, Pa, will be forwarded.

Information wanted of William Lewis, native of
Nantyglo, Wales. He wentto Salt Lake, but sub-
sequently joined the Reorganized Church, and re-
turned to the States. His brother in-law, John
Jones, would like news of him. Write him in care
of T. R. Davis, Nortonville, California.

information wanted by William J. Morgan, of
1306 Penn. Avenus, Pittsburg, Pa, of Edward L.
Williams, sometimes known a8 E L. Thomas.

When last heard from he was at Bilver City, Utab.

OpiTUARIES.—Obituary notices not exceeding one hundred
words, about twelve lines, will be published free of charge;
when exceeding one hundred words, five cents for each addi-
tional eight words (one line) will be charged; notices of prom-
inent Church officials excepted. Money to accompany notice
Marriage notices §1 each. Birth notices free,

Bormn.

Keynepy.—At York, Nebraska, August, 1878,
to brother Nathaniel and sister Jane Kennedy a
son. -

Dosson.—Near Deloit, Towa, December 12th,
1878, to E. C. and A. Dobson, a daughter. It is
well.

Died.

Marrazws.—At Dutch Hollow, 8t Clair Co.,
Ills., August 8rd, 1878, of diphtheria, Sarah Ann
Matthews, daughter of Thomas Matthews, aged 7
years, 8 months and 21 days. She was born at
New Cambria, Missouri.

She sleeps! her troubles here are o’er;
8he sleeps where earthly ills no more
Will break the slumberer’s rest.

Myprs -—At Farmington, Kentucky, July 21st,
1878, of brain fever, Bro. Henry A. Myers. He
waa born in Callaway county, Kentucky, May 6th,
1850; was baptized by J. H. Hansen in 1874, and
remained firm in the faith to the end of his earthly
life. He leaves a wife, two children, and many
friends.

Harn.—At S8henandoah, Iowa, July 8th, 1878,
Emer, son of Bro. Havens C. Hall, aged 1 year
and 2 months.

HaiL.——At Shenandoah, Iowa, October 21st,
1878, from the effects of poison, Ida Eite Hall,
daughter of Bro. Hiram G. Hall, aged 15 years, 4
months, 21 days. Funeral services in the Saints’
Hall, by Elder Mark H. Forscutt.

McInTyRE.—At Plano, Iilinoig, December Oth, at
8:80 a.m., Bro. Samuel McIntyre, aged 66 years,
10 months, 25 days. He was born at Charlton,
Wooster county, DMassachusetts, January 14th,
1812, and was baptized at Plavo, in 1863. Servi-
¢es in Saints’ Chapel, December 10th, 1878, Ser-
mon by Elder J. Smith.

Srocum. —Charles Slocum was born October 4th,
1818, at Hot Wells, Bristol, England; was baptiz-
ed in England in early days. Joined the Reorgan-
ized Church in Utah in 1865, at North Ogden; was
baptized by Bro. William Chappel; murdered at
Nebrasgka City, night of November 80th—December
1st, 1878. Funeral gsermon by Elder Mark H.
Forscutt, in Saints’ Chapel, Nebraska City, omr
December 2d. In the dark hours of the same

night, December 2d—3d, his murderers were hung
by an indignant populace, after they had been
found guilty by a legal grand jury.

Kemp.—Near Tabor, Mills county, Iowa, Aug-
ust 3rd, 1878, sister Mary Anne Kemp, leaving s
fond husband ard four children to mourn her, to

.} him, irreparable loss. She was born at Woolwich,

England, August 1st, 1834, and united with ths
church in her girlhood. Her life was a very ex-
emplary one, and her desth the death of the
righteous. She was one of those whom the Reor-
ganized Church rescued from Utahism, joining the
Reorgsnized Church in 1865. Her funeral sermon
was preached in the Waughbonsey Christian
Church, by Blder Mark H. Forscutt, August 18ih,
to a large and appreciative audience,

NOT LOST; BUT GONE BEFORE.

Set free from the weary load of life,
Her joyful soul has flown

To the Paradise of tha Saints of God,
‘Where sorrow is unknown.

She has gone and left a void on earth
That naught can ever fili, .

Till her husband’s grieving heart, like hers,
In the dust lies cold and still.

The pale death-angel softly came
With a silent step, and slow,

To call her away from the smiling earth,
And all she loved below.

But he turped his head when her children he saw,
And an icy tear let fall,

As be saw the grief of the giricken ones,
‘Who mourned this early call.

She has passed away in life’s sunny noon,
In her firm and changeless truth,

From a world of sorrow, doubts and fears,
To a land of exdless youth.

Ang death no terrors with him brought,
She feared not the ice-cold hand

That came to beckon her soul away
To the blissful-Spirit land.

TDear Pilgrim, summoned sc soon away
To thy last cold, dreamless sleep,

May thy eyes repose on that blissful shore
‘Where the heart can never weep.

Where thy joyful spirit ever rests
On thy loving Savior’s breast,

And with the redeemed in Paradige.
Thy 8pirit be ever at rest. -

. JENNIE D. HIZCHCOOR.

Roserys.—At Zone Branch, Bothwell, On-
tario, July 12th, 1878, sister Sophia Roberts, aged
75 years. She was baptized May 19th, 1873, by
Elder Joseph Snively. She appeared to be quite
resigned to the will of God, and passed away
quietly and peaceably. Funeralaservices by Elder
Arthur Leverton.

Warker.—In the Newport Branch, California,
August 9th, 1878, of brain fever, Joseph, son of
Joseph and Elizabeth Walker, aged 3 years and
3 months. Funeral sermon by Elder D. 8, Mills
from Job 19:14.

Harrvenn.—At the Zons Branch, Bothwell, On-
tario, August 11lth, 1878, of convulsions, sister
Mary C. Hartnell, daughter of brother John
Taylor, aged 21 years, She was baptized Qotober
15th, 1871, by Elder Joseph Snively; she was
well respected by friends, and beloved by the
Saints. The summons of death was so sudden and
executed so quickly, there was no time to say
“Good by.” 8he was faithfal till death and we
believe our loss to be her gain. Funeral sermon
by Elder Arthur Leverton,

HARRINGTON.—-At Lamoni, Decatur county,
Towa, Qctober 12th, 1878, Frederick Philando
Harrington, aged 4 years, 7 months and 4 days.

Cur little Freddie has gone to rest,

He sweetly sleepas on Jesus’ breast;

And with the angels around the throne,
hd His songs and praises are made kuown.

MEears.—In the Butternut Grove Branch, Towa,
November 2d, 1878, brother Elijah Mears, agsd
72 years, 1 month and 27 days. He was firm in
faith to the last; was loved and respected by his

'neighborg, both in and out of the Church; baptiz-
-ed 8 November 1867.

His wife is still living, but
afflicted with disease; has been administered to
by the Elders, and is now improving. Elders
Larkey and Mandsley took charge of the funeral;
sermon postponed for the present. X Larxey.

Tavnor.—At Dennisport, Mass., November 21gt,
1878, of diptheria, after a week’s illness, Ella A.
Taytor, daughter of Sr. Mary Rodgers, aged &
yoars, 2 months and 29 days. Funeral sermon by
Elder Thomas F. Eldredge. Mourn not, dear
mother, as do those who have no hope, for your
child rests in the Paradise of God. N.C.E,

RusseLnn.— At Searsborough, Poweshiek, county,
Towa, in convulsions, November 14th, 1878, Ber-
tha, child of brother and sister Silas E. Russell,
aged 10 month and 14 days.

Harzmav.—A¢ Kingston, Caldwell county, Mis-
gouri, September 14th, 1878, Bro. Abraham Hailli-
day, aged 56 years, 56 months and 14 days. He
wag born in Belfast, Ireland; was baptized in the
old country and went to Utah, but became dissat-
isfied and came back to the States, and united
with the Reorganized Church in 1865. Funeral
service by Elder A, G. Weeks.

Vicxery.—Near Shackleville, Butler county Ala-
bama, October 6th, 1878, to brother Thomas W.
and sister Naney Vickery, a daughter.

Winp,—At Council Bluffs, Iowa, December 5th,
1868, of gastric fever, Carl A., son of Peter and
Mary Wind, sged 4 years, 11 months and 15 days.
May God comfort the afflicted ones. Funersl ser-
mon by Elder R, J. Anthony.

Bouron.—At Minbure, Dallas county, Iowa,
September 15th, 1878, Elsa Bouton, agsad 9 months
and 7 days.

Drrap.—At Chebanse, Ilinois, Oct. 14th, 1878,
Sigter Hannah Delap, daughter of brother Joseph
and sister Esther Buckley, aged 80 years. She
was baptized in 1872, and remained faithful to
the end. For over two years she suffered great
bodily affiietion, yet she nmever complained, and
would often sing,

“Beneath the darkest cloud,
God’s hand I see.”

May we be faithful and meet her where parting

is unknown, is the prayer of her mother,
Esriizr Buckrey.

Werxs ~—At her father’s residence, four miles
south of Hamilton, Caldwell county, Missouri, De-
cember 20th, 1878, of putrid sore throat, Clara R,
daughter of A, G. and C. 8. Weeks, aged 6 years,
2 months, and 20 days. Funeral service by Elder
J. M. Terry.

FORSCUTT AND SHINN DISCUSSION.

DISOUSRBIOK BETWERN

REV. JOHF L. BHINK,
Of the Universalist Church, snd )
ELDER MARK H. FORSCUTT,

Of the Reorganized Chiurch of Jesus Christ of L, D. Suints.
J. L. 8hinn affirms ¢The Bible teaches that the
Coming of Christ to judge the World is now past.”
Mark H. Forscutt affirms ¢ The Bible teaches the
Literal Resurrection of the Body from the Grave.”

Price: Cloth, 76 cts.; Paper, 50 cts.

%%.. The discussion lasted four days, and makes a book of 194
clogely printed pages

JOSEPH THE SEER:
HIS PROPHETIC MISSION VINDICATED,

AND

The Bivine Qrigin of the Book of Mormoen
Defended and Maintained s
Being a reply by Elder Wm. W. Blair to Elder William Shel-
don, of the Second Adventist Society.

This ig a book of 200 pages, and is an important work to be
in the hands of the ministry of the Church especially, and it
is a most excellent one to be circulated both in’ the Church
and among those without, abounding in proofs never before
presented in defense of Joseph 8mith and the Book of Mormon,

Price, postage paid, cloth 75¢.; paper 50¢.

Addresses.
Merk H. Forsoutt, box 1222, Shenandoah, Page
county, Iowa. :
Alex. H. 8mith, Andover, Harrison county, Mo.
Josiah Eils, Bridgeport, Belmont Co., O.

1 January 79.

g Tioolkr Elexe.—A mark opposite this notice will in
form subscribers that their time is cut with the number thus
marked, as many fail to notice the time on their label. Re-
mittances are desired. Attention is called to the notice giving
full instructions about how, and to whom to send all money,
orders, and business letters as recently advised.

Tae Samngs’ Herarp is published spMi-MoNTHLY, at Plano,
Kendall Co., Illinois, by the Board of Publication of the Re-
organized Church of Jesus Chrigt of Latter Day Saints, and
is edited by Joseenm SmrTH and HENRY A, SrueeiNg. $2.15 per
year. All remittances, orders, and businesg commusications
intended for the office of publication, must be directed to
Henry A. Stebbins, Bow 50, Plano, Kendall Co., Ills.  Money
may be gent Draft on Chicago, Post Office Order on Plano, by
registered leiter, or by Express; but there is very little risk
in sending small sums of money in an ordinar letters
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PLANO, ILLINOIS, JANUARY 1858, 1879.

- Ne.2.

WHAT I8 FASTING?

I have been requested to answer the ques-
tion, “What is Fasting?” in the pages of the
Herald. In attempting to do so, I wish it to
be understood that I do not consider myself
authorized to decide upon points of doctrine;
nor do I consider my views necessarily supe-
rior to my brethren’s views, unless they are
more in harmony with God’s word; nor do
expect to crowd them down by the weight of
‘“priesthood” to my opinionms or teachings. I
shall simply present the answer, as near as I
can by the light of God’s word. First, how-
ever, I will give Webster’s definition of the
word Fagt. “To abstain from food.” ¢Ab-
stinence from food.” If this definition agrees
In reading 2 Sam.
12 : 16, 23, we read -

*David fasted, and went in and lay all night
upon the earth. And the elders of his house arose
and went to him, to raise him up from the earth;
bat he would not, neither did he eat bread.” (In-
#pired Translation).

Trom this it is' evident that the historian
understood that to fast was to abstain from
food ; and David so understood it, and also his
servanis. (See verses 21, 22, 23).

Queen Father proclaims a fast, during which
they are commanded to neither eat nor drink,
three days, night or day. (Msther 4 :186).
But we will turn to still higher autbority. God,

" in Zech. 7:5, 6, speaks of fasting as in con-

tradistinction to eating. He says:

“When ye fasted ¥ ¥ did ye fast at allunto me?
And when ye did eat and when ye did drink, did
notl ye eat for yourselves, and drink for your-
seolves ¥’

Buat we turn to the New Testament for a
final settlement of the question. In Mats. 4:
2 we vead:

“Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness to
be with God. And when he had fasted forty days
and forty nights snd had communed with God,
ke was afterwards an hungered.”

It was not his communion with God that
rendered him hungry, surely, but his lack of
food; hence Satan sought to take advantage
of him by tempting him to command that the
stones be made bread. Luke distinetly says :

“And in those days he did eat nothing, and when
E}they2 were ended he afterwards hundered.”-Luke

Both the text and context show that his
hunger was from fasting, or eating mothing.
[n the ninth of Matthew, we read that
“Jesus sat at meat with publicans and sinners.”
The act was noticed by the Pharisees, and the

disciples of John enquired, “Why do we, and |

the Pharisees fagt oft, but thy disciples fast
not.” Here again was the act of eating in
contradistinetion to the act of fasting. 'The
same thing is referred to by Mark, in the
second chapter. But Luke, in his fifth chap-
ter, is more explicit. He says:

«They 8aid unto him, Why do the disciples of
John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise
the disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and
drink 2 :

But to be more explicit, we will notice the
direct words of the Son of God: In Matt. 15:
30, Jesus said :

<1 bave compassion on the multitude, because
they continue with me now three days, and have
nothing to eat, and I will not send them away
fasting, lest they faint by the way.” [See con-
text.. See also Mark 8 : 2],

If the above seriptures are not sufficient to
satisfy the most skeptical as to what is meant
by the word “fast,” then I confess my inabil.
ity to eonvince them.

We will next enquire, What is an accepta-
ble fast unto the Lord? The Lord, through
Isaiah, in his fifty-eighth chapter, shows unmis-
takably what it is. Tsrael had been in the
habit of fasting; but the fast was not accepta-
ble, because they merely abstained from foed ;
they did not abstain from their pleasnre, and
they exacted from their hirelings all their la-
bors. They were filled with strife and debate,
and smote with the fist of wickedness. Like
Pharisees in the days of Jesus, they made a
great show of humility, and disfigured them-
selves to appear unto men to fast; but the
fast which God had chosen was, that while
they truly humbled themselves before him, in
abstaining from food, they must “Loose the
bands of wickedness; undo the heavy bur.
dens, let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke.” Deal their bread to the hungry;

 bring the poor inte their houses; clothe the

naked, nor scorn, or spurn their own flesh, “by
hiding their face from them,” because they
were poorer than they. Then their fasting
would be aceeptable and the heavens would
acknowledge it, and hear their cries and sup-
plications. Thirty-one years ago, in my na-
tive land, before the monster apostasy had com-
pleted its work of corruption, and while yet
the echoss of the voice of the Martyr lingered
in our ears, and the sweet influences of the
Holy Spirit were shed abroad in our hearts,
we fasted a3 Grod commanded through Isaiah.
Rich and poor united in our abstinenee from
food, from earthly plessures, and sordid grati-
fications. QOur prayers mingled together, and
we brought of our abundance, or of our pover-
ty, and laid it before the Lord, and it was dis-
tributed to the needy; and the hearts of the

down-trodden were made glad. Nor were our
prayers in vain. The rich dews of the Holy
Spirit were poured out upon us, and our souls
were satisfied with the blessings of God.
Thousands can testify of these things. They
are not what we have heard; but what we
have seen and felt, and we give God the glory.

Is fasting obligatory upon us as a people?
In answer I would say, I know of no impera-
ative command from God that we should fast,
but I find many instances in holy writ where
it has been practiced, and that with gloriouns
results. Elijah fasted forty days and forty
nights, “and the word of the Lord came to
him,” and the Lord passed by before him, and
he was made a witness of his power. (1 Kings
19 :8-15). Ezra and the people with him
fasted and besought their God, and he wasen-
treated of them. (Ezra8:23). Daniel says,
“I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by
prayer and supplications, with fasting and
sackeloth and ashes.” It was accepted. God
gent his angel to reveal his purposes unto him.
Jesus, the Son of God, fasted forty days and
forty nights, and who shall tell what glorious
manifestations of divine love were manifest
unto him! Who shall measure the abuadance
of grace bestowed, the mighty endowment of
power received, or who shall deseribe the ex-
cellence of that unspeakable glory he was per-
mitted to gaze upon? There he received
strength to bear the tremendous burden of &
world’s woe, power to cast out devils, to give
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, speech
to the dumb, life to the dead. There he re-
ceived power to resiat the allurements of Satan,
and to detect his wiles. Then he was enabled
to declare, “The Spirit of the Lord God is up-
on me, because he hath anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance
to the eaptives, and the recovering of sight to
the blind; to set at liberty them that are
bruised.”—Luke 4 : 18, Who shall say there
is no efficacy in fasting and prayer?

Fasting to be effectual must be voluntary.
The constrained prayer is no prayerat all; the
constrained fast would be equally powerless to
move the heavens; both must be the willing
offering of the soul-—heaven accepts nothing
less. Hence, God hag not enforced it by stat-
utes of iron. Like the “Word of Wisdom,”
“it ig not by commandment or restraint ;”’ nor
by constraint, but it is a privilege which may
be used by the child of God. It is a key,
which, when used in the manner revealed
through Isaiah, unlocks the rich treasures of
heaven and opens, as it were, the bosom of
the Almighty to receive his pleading children.
There is no law which says, we can not be
saved if we do not fast, but there is abundant
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evidence to prove that those who have availed
themselves of this key bave been the most
blessed among men. There is no blessing in
the heavens that we can afford to lose, there
is none that we do not absolutely need;
and if this means of grace, afforded, but not
obligatory by any special law, will open the
door to greater blessedness, to special mani-
festations of power, as in the case of the dumb
and deaf spirit, (Matt. 17 : 21, Mark 9 : 26),
then surely we should avail ourselves of it, in
times of emergency and necessity. We need
general blessings as a Church, and special
blessings as individuals. Our success in ob-
taining them will be in porportion to the zeal
we manifest in seeking them. If we can
not sacrifice our daily pleasures once in a
while to seek for them, then, it is evident to
God, that we love our present comforts and
prize them more highly than we do his bles-
gings; and he has decreed that his blessings
shall not be lightly esteemed. Is not our
spiritual dearth owing to our want of apprecia-
tion of the goodnessof God? Do we not labor
most for that which we prize most? When
afflictions come upon us we wonder why our
prayers are not heard. It is because that in
our prosperity we lightly esteem God, and our
hearts are not-prepared to offer acceptable
offerings unto him. Ifhe sheuld give unto us
the fulness of his grace without our earnestly
seeking unto him, like Jeshurun, we should
wax fat and kick against the Holy one of Is-
rael. We should not recognize our entire
dependence upon his bounty ; we should for-
get the hand that blest us; and our ingrati-
tude would bring his anger and displeasure
upon us. It is well for us that he does not
give us what we need until we have learned
its value, and we shall manifest our apprecia-
tion of its value by the sacrifice we are willing
to make to obtain it.

Brethren and sisters, if aught in the fore-

going is wrong, I trust you will bear with my|

weakness. I only intend to spread light, not
darkness; and I trust our President will cor-
rect what errors may be seen in it, that we all
may be benefitted and God glorified.

CHARLES DERRY. .

THE WILL OF PETER THE GREAT.

In the name of the Holy and Indivisible
Trinity, we, Peter the First, to all our de-
scendants and successors to the throne and
Government of the Russian nation :

Having by the Great God of whom we re-
ceived our existence, been aleo endowed with
the gift of prescience, we view the Russians
ag called, in the course of future events to the
general dominion of Europe. This opinion is
founded on the fact, that the other European
nations have reached a state of old age next to
caducity, toward which they are journeying
with giant strides; hence it follows that they

should easily and undoubtedly be conquered by
a people young and new, when it shall have ae-
quired its strength and vigor. We view the
invasion of the Kast and West countries by
the North as a periodical movement, decreed
among the arcana of that Providence that re-
generated the Roman people through the in-
vasion of the harbarians.

The emigration of the polar men are like
the flood of the Nile which comes at certain
periods to fertilize the exhausted lands of
Egypt. We found Russia a rivulet, and leave
it converted into a river; and my successors
will find it a sea, destined to fertilize impover-
ished Europe, and its waves will break down
all opposing dykes, if my descendents havebut
the wisdom to direct the current. =~ To this end
1 leave the following imstructions, which are
recommended to their attention, and constant
observance.

1. To have the Russian nation constantly at
war, that the soldiery may be always disci-
plined and ready for action. Allow the nation
no rest, but for the replenishing of the treasu-
ry, reorganizing the armies; and choosing the
opportune moment for attack; making in this
manner, peace serve war, and war serve peace,
in the interests, aggrandxzemenb and prosperity
of Rusgia.

2. To attract, by all possible means, the
most efficient and celebrated military officers
in Europe, during war, and the highly edu-
cated, scientific men of all countries, in time
of peace, that the Russians may enjoy the ad-
vantages of other countries, without losing
their own identity.

3. To take part, on all occasions, in the dis-
putes and contentions among the states of
Europe, especially those of Germany, in which,
as the nearest, we are most directly interested.

4. To subdue Poland ; foment their contin-
ued rivalries, and disturbances; gain their
nobles by bribery; influence their diets, and
by intrigue, take action in the election of their
kings; form partisan cligues, and for their
protection, send them Muscovite troops, to
remain in the country until the moment of
complete oceupation. If the neighboring prov-
inees make opposition, quiet them at once by
dismembering the country, and giving each a
art.

5. To take what we can from Sweden, and
make any attack by her a pretext for subjuga-
tion. To effect this separate her from Den-
mark, and likewise Denmark from -Sweden,
and foment with care all animosities and rival-
ries: between them.

. 6. To select wives for the Russian princes
among the princesses of Germany, for the mul-
tiplying of family alilances will conciliate inter-
ests, and by them unite Germany to our cause,
and increase our influence in that country.

7. To attend assiduously to forming an alli-
ance with England, for our commerce; the
assistance of that power we most need, for the
building up of 2 maritime force, and she will
be of the greatest service in supplying us with
her gold, in exchange for our lumber and other
productions. Continued intercourse with her
merchants and sailors will accustom ours to
navigation and commerce.

8. Extend ourselves unceasingly towards
the North, the whole length of the Baltie,
and likewise to the South by the Black Sea.

9. To take every possible means of gaining
Constantinople and the Indies, (for he who
rules these will be the true sovereign of the
world); excite war eontinualiy in Turkey
and Persia; establish fortresses in the Black
Sea; get control of the sea by degrees, and
also of the Bultie, which is a.double poins,
necessary to the realization of our preject; ac-
celerate as much as possible the deeny of

Persia; penetrate to the Persian Gulf—re-

establish, if pessible, by the way of Syria, the
ancient commerce of the Lovant; advance to
the Indies, which are the great depot of the

world. Ouace there we oan do without the gold
of England.

10. Obtain and carefully eultivate the alli-
ange of Austria; support (apparently) her
ideas of future dominion over Germany; ex-
cite animosities and rivalries among her prin-
ces—thus causing each party to claim the as-
sistance of Russia, and ecxercise over this
country a species of protection that will pre-
pare for future dominion.

11. Interest the House of Austria in the
expulsion of the Turks from Hurope, and quiet
their dissensions at the moment of the con-
quest of Constantinople, (having excited war
among the old states of Europe), by giving to
Austria a pertion of the conguest, which after-
wards will or can be reclaimed.

_12. Unite within your borders all the dis-
united or schismatic Greeks now scattered in
Hungary and Poland, making ourselves their
centre, establishing before hand an independent
church by a species of autecracy and sacredo-
tal supremaocy.

13. Sweden dismembered, Persia subdued,
Poland subjected, and Turkey conquered, our
armies united, and the Black and Baltic seas
guarded by our ships of war, it will be necesary
to propose separately, and with the greatest
secrecy, to the Court of Versailles, and after-
wards to that of Vienna, to divide with them
the empire of the universe.

If one of the two accept this offer, so flat-
tering to their ambition and self-love, let her
serve to annihilate the other, commencing a
contest the issue of which can notbe doubtful;
and Russia may take possession of all the Kas¢
and a great part of Europe. If both nations
should refuse the offer made by Russia, (which -
is not at all probable), it will be necessary to in-
cite quarrels among them which will engage
in a war with each other. Then Russia improv-
ing the decisive moment, advances her troops
(ssembled before band) on France and Germany
at thesame time. Twosquadrons proceed—one
by the sea of Azof, and the other by port of
Archangel—filled with Asiatic hordes, under
the convoy of our armed ships in the Black
Sea and the Baltic. Advance by the Medit-
erranean and the ocean, inundate France on
one side while Germany is inundated on the
other, and these two countries conquered, the
rest of Furope will pass under the yoke with-
out firing a gun. Thus may and should be ef-
fected the subjugation of Europe.”

The above is copied from a book just pub-
lished, entitled “Destiny of Russia,” and sent
us by Bro. Robert M. Elvin, who says, “Inas-
wuch as for the past two years many diplo-
matics, politicians and theologians have been
very busy to give light upon the ‘Hastern
Question,” T thought it might not be amiss to
give the Blders and Saints the benefit of this
interesting article.”

wouud economy is a sound understanding brought
mto action: it is calculation realized; it is th
doctrine of proportion redoesd to practice; it i
the foreseeing contingencies, and providing againss
them; it is expecting contingencies and being pret
pared for them.

Haste trips up its own heels, fetiers and stops
itgelf,
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THE INDIAN QUESTION.

SEE WHAT IS BEING TRIED FOR THE
RED MAN.

General 8. C. Armstrong, Principal of the
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute
at Hampton, Va , gave an interesting account
at Freeman Place Chapel last evening of an
experiment which is on trial at the Institute
to test the practicability of educating Indian
b@{s and girls and training them to habits of
industry. After a few introductory words he
presented and explained a score of stereopticon
views illustrative of Indian life, with special
reference to the methods employed for their
education.

He then described the manuver in which
the Institute had been made the seene of the ex-
periment. A few years ago General Sheridan
was sent to the Texan frontier to put a stop to
certain Indian depredations, and after a hard
chase he captured a large number of the sava-
ges. Some of the worst of them were selected
and sent to St. Augustine, Florida, where
Captain R. H. Pratt took charge of them, and
managed them with great success. Last spring
an order was issued to return them to their old
home in the Indian Territory, buat Captain
Pratt was unwilling to have the work of edu-
cating them brought to a close suddenly, and
therefore sought to have some of them sent
East. He applied to General Armstrong to
take at least one of them, and the upshot of
the matter was that the whole tribe was sent
by steamer to Hampton, and after a stay of two
days eighteen were taken into the Institute
and the others were sent on their way home.
Subsequently. an arrangement was made by
which the institute was to take fifty boys and
girls for a year, the Government paying $167
for the board, clothing and tuition of each.
Early in November Captain Pratt, to whom
the duty had been assigned, brought to the
Tustitute forty boys and nine girls, all of the
Sioux tribe, whow he had collected at the sev-
eral agencies. It had been expected, and in-
deed was deemed almost essential to a fair trial
of the experiment, that there should be twenty-
five boys and twenty-five girls, but great diffi-
culty was experienced in securing the latter
beczuse their fathers were unwilling to dis-
pense with their services as beasts of burden.

General Armstrong then deseribed the work
which the Institute is doing for the Indians.
They are first of all dressed and taught to be-
have themselves like civilized people, and their
training is conducted with the object of teach-
them the Hnglish language and therudiments
of the civilized industries. Theboys are taught
trades or farming, and the girls sewing or do-
mestic pursuits of which they are entirely ig-
norant. 'They are all bright and easily taughs,
and so far as observation has gone are capable
of learning as readily as white or colored boys
and girls. There have been no indications of
il will between the Indians and the colored
pupils, and indeed the person who has gained
the most influence over the former iz a colored
graduate named Robbins who is the principal’s
clerk. The speaker in answer to questions
from the audience gaid that it was not intended
that this experiment should curtail the work
for the colored pecple, but that it was pro-

posed to erect a building for the Indians at a
cost of $10.000. Incidentally, he said a few
words concerning the condition the colored
people of the South, expressing his regret that
there wag no public man who was statesman
encugh to see that the colored race was to be
elevated by moral rather than political methods.

e S TR
Tux following is from the Shenandoah, Lowa,
Reporter, and is reproduced by us for the
benefit of the HERALD readers.

THE LATTER DAY SAINTS.

If the people of Shenandoah are not saved,
it will not be because there are not means and
appliances enough. For a small population
the religious denominations are pretty well
represented here, and the wonder is that they
manage to subsist at all, in a community
where so very few are willing to admit, with-
out blushing, that they are Christians. Talley-
rand, who was a very able statesman and the
principal minister of Napoleon Bonaparte,
once said the only difference between the
English and the French was that the French
had a hundred sauces and only one religion—
Roman Catholic, and that the English had a
hundred religions and only one sauce—melted
butter! Luckily Talleyrand did not live to
make a comparison of France with America;
nor could he, for we are a complete combina.
tion of the French and the English, with this
slight difierence that we are not quite so good
cooks as the one, nor are we quite ro pious or
80 spiritually minded as the other. IHowever,
there is room for improvment and as our mot-
to is Excelsior, we purpose one day to achieve
the highest success in both., As this country
is but new, society bubt organizing, and not
yet having crystalized into form, it would be
too much to expect such a display of Christ-
fan graces ag are.to be met with in the more
Hastern Etates, yet it is quite flattering for
our prospects in the future, to know that so
good a foundation hag been laid, and that the
workmen are busy with might and main,
molding and fashioning the raw material
which will compose the superstructure of a

fature glorious Christian civilization. A mong
the organizations working for this end, we
must not overlook the congregation of the Lat-
ter Day Saints, nor their active Elder, Mark
H. Forscutt. * On Sunday evening last we at-
tended theirservices in Williams Hall, and were
not a little surprised to find so many assembled
there. Their appearance would not impress
a stranger with the idea that they differed
very materially, either morally, socially,
spiritually or intellectnally, from the Saints
apd sinuners to be found in other churches.
What the peculiar tenets or doctrines of this
gect are we know not, nor do we care, for dis-
tinctions of this kind are oo nice for a news-
paper -paragrapher, and no doubt are beyond
our comprehension. But we sincerely truss
that Mr. Forsoutt will always have as large a
gongregation, and that he may be the means

‘was not yeb written.

of soundly eonverting them and making them
good eitizens and Christians, and if he does so
his labor will not be in vain. His sermon
was rather of a controversial nature and tone,
in which he combatted the idea that Old Tes-
tament and New Testament history and revela-
tion must be disconnected and disassociated, con-
tending that the prophecies of the Old Testament
and their exact fulfillment in the person of Jesus
Christ, was stronger proof of the Divine author-

ity and mission of Christ, than the testimony of

his apostles and immediate followers, and ought
to weigh more in the balance with any reason-
able mind. Jesus himself appealed to the
014 Testament as establishing his Divine mis-
sion, saying, “Search the Seriptures, for in
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they
are they which testify of me.”” What Serip-
tures were these to which the Savior so confi-
dently appealed? The Old Testament Scrip-
tures, and none other, for the New Testament
If Christ himself thus
confidently appealed to the support of the
prophecies of the Old Testament in vindication
of his Divine character, shall we his followers
reject and ignore them? The Old Testament
Seriptures were the sub stratum and foundation
on which the new and more complete revela-
tion of God’s will and love to mankind as em-
bodied in Christ Jesus, wags expressed and
based. Mr. Forscutt occasionally digressed
from his subject to reply to the attacks of
Anti-Mormons, but after he did so to his own
satisfaction, he invariably returned to his sub-
ject—the truth of Prophecy, and its exact ful-
fillment as its first, last and main eondition.
He contended ‘that there was a very popular
error in supposirg that Jesus was born in
Béthlehem of Judea, as it is historically known,
gituated about six miles from Jerusalem, Mr.
Forscutt maintaining that Jesus was not born
there but at Bethlehem Ephrata, which was
included as a suburb in the city of Jerusalem,
and quoted a passage from the prophet Micah
in support of his position.. He then explained
the origination, meaning and application of
the word Bethel as applied to places of wor-
ship, and remarked that many of these places
now-a-days are anything but “the house of
God and the gate of heaven.” After which
he gave us an historical account or tradition
of the stone which Jacob used as a pillow at
Bethel, on that memorable night when the
patriarchal fugitive was visited by the angels,
descending and ascending on the miraculous -
ladder connecting heaven and earth. This
stone was considered by the Israelites to be
one of their most valuable historical treasures.
During the Assyrian conquest it fell into
the hands of that peeple who carried it to
Nineveh, from whence 16 had a very eventful
history, falling into the hands of one conquer-
or after another, until it passed finally into
England where it rests beneath the Coronation
Chair in Westminister Abbey, in which every
English monarch is crowned. This stone
was brought from Hgypt to Spain by Clathel-
lus, and was thence transported into Ireland,
by Simon Brech, who was crowned upon it
B. C. 700, and that it was thence carried to
Seotland by Fergus O’Conner, king of Ireland,
and who became first king of Scotland B. C.
330. It was placed.in the abbey church of
Scone in 850 The Seottish kings were
crowned here until 1296, when Edward I
carried it to England, It was agreed by the
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treaty of Northampton, in 1328, that the Stone
should be returned to Scotland, but this was
not done. It is called the “Stone of Destiny,”
and is fixed under the seat of the coronation
chair, which is make of oak, and is now kept
in the abbey of Westminister. .

. —

LETTER FROM ELDER JAMES
CAFFALL.

Dear Herald :~Since last addressing you,
by request, with others, I have spent some
time in endeavoring to adjust, and decide
between accuser and accused, which labor is
not desirable; and few, if any, would engage
therein from choice. It is quite gratifying
that the necessity for such labor in this local-
ity is growing less. Being brought into close
proximity to the Independence, Missouri, Dis-
trict, and a session of conference to be held in
three week’s time, I decided to continue and
labor until then; there being openings all

around.
The year 1878 will pass away bearing wit-

ness that one of the events it has heard and
seen during its existence is a cessation among
gome of the members of the Reorganized
Church of useless and nonsensical debates;
vnd stronger efforts to promote brotherly love,
and kindness and labor more zealously for the
building up of the cause.

The officials of the Independence District
convened at Independence, on. Friday, De-
cember 5th, holding three business sessions
on that and the succeeding day; the pro-
ceedings of whieh, while no evidence of anger
or spite developed itself, showed the necessity
for improvement in the introduction and dis-
posing of business. ,

Tis said, “He is wise who sees his own
folly.” Where then are the wise? Let the
incoming year witness among us a determina-
tion to look for and stumble at others faults
less, and more persistent efforts to examine,
reprove, watch over and subjugate self.

Sunday was devoted to exercises of a more
devotional character ; the word was declared
by Brn. M. T. Short and W. T. Bozarth; the
former in the morning, the latter in the even-
ing; by which the saints were comforted and
built up in the faith. The two hours the
Saints spent in the afternoon in receiving the
sacrament, singing, prayer and testimony, will
be long remembered ; for so was the grace of
heaven showered upon them that their earthly
vessels were filled, creating a joy, leading to
our endorsement of the poet’s sentiment:

..+ *And if our fellowship below
.77 Tn Jesus be 8o sweet;
FEa ‘What heights of rapture shall we know
‘When round the throne we meet!”

Believe me, dear Herald, the place of as-
sembling was a very Bethel to the souls of the
one hundred Saints present. Not only was it
an old fashioned Mormon testimony meeting,
s0 far as exercises were concerned, but alsoin
happiness, brotherly love and good fellowship.

It is not too much to say that the Saintsin
+he above, as well as some other districts, are
% ing convinced that the only way to meet and
.88 through the fiery ordeal which the ful-
: ng of prophecy is creating, is by making

w41 places they oceupy holy; and they are

working to this end. In the above sosial
meeting, in all the testimonies of the Saints,
there seemed to be not a thought of berating,
oreven finding fault with any of our oppo-
nents, who under other leaders are advocating
the latter day work; which argued that be-
cause of the knowledge obtained of the validity
of the cause they could well afford to be mag-
nanimous toward all. And when as a chureh
we shall evince willingness, coupled with
proper examples, to patiently labor, agreeably
with the revealed pattern, with confidence in
its Author, without spite, envy or jealousy,
towards any in or out of the Church, we shall
progress, ensuring success in the great cause
we have espoused. God speed the day!

On conferring with Bro. Kaster, president
of the district, i was decided to invite all the
officers to meet on Monday in an informal
council: A majority accepted, and two sessions
were held, one of three and the other of four
hours, which were passed in general instrue-
tion, asking and endeavoring to answer ques
tions, and much pleasure derived therefrom.

Remaining in Independence over Monday,
we preached to a fair audience, some few out-
‘siders being present. On Tuesday J. S. Page
and wife were baptized.  The latter had never
united with the Church; the former had in
his boyhood days, but upon mature consider-
ation decided to start anew. The day was
raw and cold. but their faith being stronger
than the cold, the act became light and pleas-
ureable. On being raised from her watery
grave, Sr. Page, with arm raised, stood for a
few seconds motionless, her face wearinga beaun.
tiful expression; on coming therefrom, stand-
ing upon the bank and supported by one of the
gisters, she, with tears of joy exclaimed, 1
gaw the light of heaven; this is the way of
salvation”” The heart of her husband was
touched, and together they shed tears of joy,
while the Saints present partook of the joy to
such an extent as to make it difficult to refrain
from shouting aloud. The doxology was sung
ag seldom or never before sung, by some at
least.

There is quite an inerease of Saints since
the organization of the Independence Districs,
in sald distriet; and it is gratifying to know
that they are striving to build up a reputation
for themselves; and, with few exceptions, to
remind us that the spirit of fault finding is
not totally dead, they are at peace among
themselves. ~Thinking their present place of
worship is, or will be to strait too hold confer-
ences, and with a view to save paying rent,
they have decided to take steps for the eree-
tion of a house. But while we are glad to
find those there thus striving lawfully, let all
abroad remember two important facts: First,
That none but those giving the necessary evi-
dence of church membership will be recog-
nized and church privileges extended to them.
Second, That they will not feed nor clothe the
idler ; and, Lastly, none should migrate thither
without. knowing the advantages and disad-
vantages by actual observation, or through
some person in whom they can confide, the
former being more desirable; as two persons
frequently see the same country differently.
In Jackson and Cass counties, Missouri, as in
other places, chances to purchase good farms
are abundant. Brn. Kaster and Brackenbury
may be relied on for information relative
thereto. The writer is a.believer in a local

Zion, and a literal gathering; but, so far as
proper, will be ready to second efforts to pre-
ve