Lang-Term Survival Guide — Survival Cabins:

Knowing howliaild small cabins is an important survival skill.

Why? Well, there are several possible situationere/ibeing able to build your own little log cabiowid greatly
improve your chances of staying alive, in a longrtgurvival scenario.

A small log cabin malkegood permanent, self-built, long-term survivadlter.

Let's face it - life is uncertain, and stuff happeHhlere are a few examples:

You may have picked out a retreat location, anendtto build a survival compound there, but nedaligout
before the shelter is constructed.

Or perhaps you evacuated in your RV, intendingaiik jit at your retreat area, but wound up havingldandon it
due to engine failure (or a washed-out bridge, @itadl are forced to make it to your chosen are@ain

You might already have a retreat shelter, but nfrieads and relatives showed up after the crash yoa had
expected, and now you need extra housing.

Inflation or unemployment could keep you from beaide to purchase a home or bunker, or even thdibgi
materials, leaving you with no other option thamtdld it yourself, using local materials.

Or maybe you have a shelter, but come back fronifgior fishing and find it burned to the grouncbwwhat?



Lots of folks have built small cabins in the woostgrting with the pioneers, and doing so is atillesire for
many people, the age-old dream of moving to Algskany other remote area), building your own hoamel
living off the land by hunting, fishing, trappinganning for gold, gardening, and raising smalldteek.

A survival cabin can be described as a small (moea) basic shelter, built on the simplest foundatishich is
intended to give you a secure place to live, anthvban be improved upon when you have the timeeseagy.
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Survival Cabin: A simple trapper-style log aabwith small entrance door, sod roof, and elevéded cache.



Back in the 60s, a guy named Dick Proenneke filimatself when he built his own Alaskan cabin, anehthe
lived in it for 35 years, as shown in the movie 6Aé In The Wilderness”. Let’s take a look at justatvhe did:

Proenneke built this one-room catlone, using simple hand tools, and filmed the @sec
(Pardon the low resolution of theaptures, as the filming was done with old techgglp

He also packed in auger bits and chisel bleates made his own wooden handles for them froml vood.



Proenneke selected the location for his cabin, tuwtrand stacked all of the logs, and let themfdra year,
before starting the actual construction work thet year. But you can build with green logs, if med for time.

Foundation: He used the simplest foundation possithick pad of gravel, hauled in his improvibedkets
from the lake shore. A gravel pad is a good chfoca survival cabin because it is simple, eadgvel (just drag
a log across it), provides good drainage, and allagcess to the ground beneath (so you can boétaa later).



If a log had slight bulges or irregularities, tha@geas were hewed and draw-shaved down, untibghi better.



Once all the cabin logs were set in place, Prdemoat the log ends off flush, making them looketydinished.
(Note how the log ends are alternédedend to butt end, to compensate for the nataparing.)



Once he was ready to frame the cabin door and wirgjenings, Proenneke made a simple log sawharde, a
used it to support the logs that he split to maleeftaming timbers, as he smoothed the slabs wditaaknife.

To make the roof for the cabin, Proenneke colledtztens of long, straight poles, shaved off thé bath a
drawknife, tied them into bundles, and towed theddes across the lake to the cabin site, usingdmnse.
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After getting all of the roof poles to the cabim, leaned them up along both long sides of the imgj)Jdo make it
easy to sort them by size and length, and to véndy he had enough poles to completely cover mitieeeroof.
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Each pole was set into place (with the top endsrating along the ridge), secured with nails, @imimed to
length. (If nails are not available in a surviviiligtion, poles can be drilled, and secured witldWwaod pegs.)
Even though he left gaps between his poles, ittetk approximately 100 poles to cover both sidithe roof.



To keep mice and squirrels from getting in throtigi roof pole gaps, Proenneke cut short sectiopsles,
shaped them to fit the gaps, and hammered thenpiate where the roof poles crossed over the Idgwa

There was a lot of moss growing in the local ased)e made a wooden rack to carry loads of iteéatbin, after
cutting large squares of moss loose with a shdwet.entire cabin roof was covered with a thick taylemoss.

To make shelves, Proenneke used split log secfidrese were supported by wooden pegs driven inesibat
he drilled into the wall logs.




The hinges were attached to the cabin wall, andl théhe door planks. The hinges were placed wihat the
top, and one at the bottom, and two at the cestethat the door could be cut in half, to makeenEh door.
This was simply personal preference, as a starttavdwould have worked just as well, and needesih@sges.



After hauling loads of rocks to the fireplace eridhe cabin, Proenneke collected sand and gramdin@xed it
with commercially-made cement, to make mortar lier fireplace masonry work. If you don’t have angneet,
mud or clay mixed with chopped up grass straw @ebe) makes a perfectly adequate mortar sulestitut



After cutting out the fireplace opening, he builétstone fireplace. To make an arched openingetéirgplace,
Proenneke constructed a curved wooden form foattiged stones to rest on temporarily, until thetararured.

To keep the inside of the chimney shaft as evagroasible, Proenneke devised a collapsible form¢hvbould be
easily removed when the chimney reached the tapeoform, and repositioned higher. He also cut agrayugh
of the overhanging roof poles at the back of tHargao allow the chimney shaft to rise up pastaabin roof.

Once the fireplace was finished, Proenneke testaat.i The fireplace had a nice draw, keeping snmkeof the
cabin. Next it was time to collect more raw matestiasing the canoe, and make some basic cabirsifumgs.

After collecting and peeling some poles, hedusasic joinery techniques to construct a bedfraand,a chair.
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Once he had furniture, he gathered more matenmlsraade an outhouse out of poles. He also spki log to
make the planks for the outhouse door, and madgekifrom flattened tin cans, using nails for theghkipins.

He also built a simple firewostdrage shed from poles, to keep his firewood sugl.



Most of his food came from game animals he acquisedunting and fishing. He used the furs for bktskand
rugs, and smoked the meat and fish under a simpteltcovered by a tarp. (Animal skins would alsarkv)

Proenneke stored his smoked meats by hanging theamautree, wrapped in cloth, until he had timéwdd an
elevated food cache. The cache was a tiny cabstilis, used to keep food safe from bears and @hienals.

When winter arrived, Proenneke madarad sled, for moving supplies over the snow aBd i



Proenneke made an improvised snow shovel, usireg @old part of a metal oil drum. He also attachiedge
chisel blade to a pole, and used it to cut holékerlake ice, for collecting water in buckets, &mdice fishing.

Proenneke’s little survival cabin allowsich to live comfortably through many harsh Alaskenters.



Here are the two finished tables, one on either sidthe cabin door, and a shot of the cabin’simteshowing
some of the storage shelves and supplies. Proenveeka nature photographer and a writer, and hik gave
him an income that he used to buy supplies, whietewlelivered by float plane.



He also reused empty bottlekjars, gathering wild berries to make his own pgtu

T L

:E

e ..*

Proenneke’s cabin is now a historigdng, and it has held up quite well for over fidecades.



Ok, so Proenneke did a good job with his cabin,raady people would be fortunate to do as well theves,
but there are many other things he did not do,lbat illustrating, as possible ideas for usesatraival cabin.

| liked Proenneke’s canoe, but if you can’t buy éeresome reason, you can always make your owmplBémve
been making and using dugout canoes for centwilegou need is a log, a couple of tools, and skrmmv-how.

One canoe is good, but two is better! Lashing tewooes (of any type) together to form a canoe catamrasults
in a superior craft, which is extremely stable, arndch can carry large amounts of cargo, with ppitig danger.



You can also build a platform between your canteesmake your catamaran even more useful. Deperating
size, a platform can be used to carry extra cargas a fishing platform, or with a tent, as afilog campsite.
The canoes don't have to be the same size, eiven a canoe and a kayak can be used togethersstudbe

Larger canoe catamarans can even be used yopfawple or vehicles across rivers, if bridgesrateavailable.



Temporary Shelter: While Proenneke was workingisrcabin, he stayed in another nearby cabin tHahged
to a friend. Most people needing to build a survoabin will probably not have this luxury, but Wileed some
type of temporary shelter, until the survival caisilnabitable. Unless you have a van, RV, or camyenr best
options will be constructing a sturdy bushcraft, lmutmaking yourself a tent, from available materia

Tha Nght, sturdy Forester fant pliched on o pole tripod obaorbs & lot
of wormih from o reflecting compfire,

An improvised tent, made from tarps and polesatomal hides and poles), is another temporariteshaption.
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Cabin Size: Six feet by ten feet is about the sesalbractical size, for a one-man survival cabinoénneke’s

cabin was approximately eleven feet by fourteen)éore people will require more living space, lyou can
always build the one-room cabin first, and then exigla rooms on each side afterwards, as necessary.
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Foundation: Although | prefer the gravel pad fouraafor survival cabins (because you can starding the
walls right away), if you have the desire (and tiavailable) to construct a more traditional foumnalafor your
cabin, here is one possible design. With elevataddations, you will also need to build a woodeirtdloor.



» g M T

You can build a survival cabin without the extengedch, but | prefer to have the extra outdoortshedl space.

The number, size, and location of cabinrd@md windows can be arranged in any manner thatike.
Some trapping cabins have been made withindows, and tiny doors, to keep bears from bregk.



This sturdy windowless cabin with one tiny doodesigned to keep bears out, while you are busykamngtraps.
The downside to these is that interior lightingjnsited to lamplight, fireplace light, and lightaim the open door.

Another technique to deter bears and gibsts is to use nails to make spiked doors, skytied mats.
The spiked mats are known as “unwelcomts’mand are easier to make and use than spikerhpg.
Boards with nails (eallspike strips) can be also placed below eachomind



One way to make windows for your suabigabin is to use empty bottles or jars, as shogaw.
You can almost always find discardettlbs everywhere, and they make sturdy, narrow auved
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Cabin windows can (and should) be covered withdeocshutters like these. The hinges are made &athér.
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You can also use a nail to make lots of tinyeBoh sheet metal, and use these improvised scasemsdows.



Logs aren’t the only possible building material osurvival cabin. If you have access to milledthem why not
use it? In a long-term survival scenario, you maydwp building survival cabins out of lumber sajed from
homes destroyed by tornadoes or other naturaltdisa$tay mentally flexible, and use whatevewalable.
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Another unique cabin building material possibiigylandscaping timbers. If you can get your handsame they
make for fast and easy construction (almost as aasyncoln Logs), and they only cost about twdatslapiece.

Of course if you live in an area where trees ateabandant, but rocks are plentiful, it makes nemese to build
a stone survival cabin. You will still need somalters for roofing materials, but stone cabins cae\en more
secure than log cabins, if you make the walls tleic&ugh.



A stone survival cabin can be made with dry-la@hss (no mortar), but the structure will be moreuse with
mortar between the stones. An excellent survivatanas mud or clay mixed with chopped grass, kiebe.

If some building materials are scarce, such as endeams in the desert, make the best use of shsaailable.
The most important resource in arid environmentgater, so desert survival cabins should be btHTER you
have found and developed a reliable water sourgasksible, build the cabin around the well, sd fleu can get
water without having to go outside, in case of ha@ather or under combat conditions.

Traditional desert shelters made of stone tenddk like these two examples. Round buildings rejléss
materials for the walls, and building with stoneslgou save scarce timbers for use as the roofostippams.



The dugout cabin is another good design for suhwga. Although it takes effort to excavate, a ditgs very
energy efficient, staying warmer in winter and @oh summer, and you will need less firewood featmg.

Cordwood cabins usually need a sturdy timbenéwaork, for support. Here is one way to make a éaork.



If nothing better is available, it is even possitaduild cabins and other structures from scrapdvd he cabins
and shed shown here were made primarily out of woathipping pallets. While | would prefer my sualiv
cabin to be as sturdy as possible, if you need@@nd easy firewood storage shed, this idea mvigink out ok.

One final material to consider for your survivabais adobe. Adobe is just mud or clay that isedixvith
chopped dry grass. The mixture is formed into Isjick simple wooden moulds, and then dried in thre s

Adobe bricks can be formed in wooden mothds make one brick at a time, or several brickenae.



Roofing: Proenneke made his cabin roof using taepand plastic sheeting. You may not have thogenats
available in a long-term survival situation, bugrth are other low-tech options that you can usmake a roof.

Wooden shakes (shingles) can be split from secbbitg rounds, using a froe (or large knife) anclub (maul).
You could split whole logs into planks, and rooftwihem, but it's harder to find entire logs witnasght grain.

Wooden shingles make a good roofing nedfdyut they eventually weather, and have to Ipéaeed.



Another roofing material to consider is metal cadan lids, flattened aluminum cans, and flattertedlcans
have all been used as improvised roofing shingfes.just need to collect enough of them to covarryoof.

Cans make good shingles, or even metal siding. IMates eventually rust, but aluminum cans lastfindely.



Another useful cabin outbuilding is an elehtood cache, used for storing dried and smokeat ara fish.
The ladder is not normally left in place, irénoved to make it harder for hungry animals sxheyour cache.
Metal sheathing is sometimes added to thp@tpoles, to make it hard for critters to clinfpto your food.



A food cache can be both functional, and decoza#vwell-designed cache looks good, and protemis food.
Even if you have other food storage options avéladuch as a cellar, you may want to make a cpustéor fun.
Your cache could be made to look just like a mumi@tversion of your cabin, or you may want a ddferdesign.



Although elevated food caches are normally builbostilts to keep your food supply safe, you dap enake
the same types of small log buildings down at gcblewel, and then use them as storage sheds, torggar.

Since you will probably be heating your survivabizawith wood, you will need some type of wood stge shed.

A firewood storage shed needs a roof, to kagpoff your wood, and an open design, to letwioed air-dry.



Other sheds: There are still other ways tédstorage sheds, such as thatched sheds, anadgerkd sheds.

Cellars: A cellar is a desirable feature to adgdor survival cabin. Even a tiny cellar that isyosix feet by six
feet can hold a lot of food, and you don’t havgadooutside to get it. Cabin cellars have also hessa as storm
shelters, hiding places (hide the trap door undearamal skin rug, or put your bed over it, etaipe cellars, and
jail cells, and they are a good place to dig a yveelan escape tunnel, or both. A cabin that’stlmunlthe ground
makes it easy to dig out a cellar, and a cellahn &itlirt floor makes it easy to dig out some hidstemage pits.

Once the outside of your survivdlipoas finished, you can decide how to arrangeiibele.



Furnishings: Once you have a cabin, you will nemdes furniture. Proenneke made a simple bed, cluadr,
tables, but the designs he used are not the onfyg teabuild cabin furnishings. Here are a few ideasonsider.

Chairs: Here are tunds of chairs, each made from a single sectidogf

Benches: Another basic item is aldegch, which can be used inside, outside, or opdineh.

Adding a couple of support logs raigesbasic log bench up off the ground. Note time i@sts.



Here is a split log bench that is demgnd functional, and requires very little carpgmd make.

This variation on the split log bench magesd use of two stumps that would be hard to &plitvood.

A third type of split log beimis made with tapered log legs, secured intéedriholes.



Tables: There are a lot of ways to make a basiet Here is an example made from wooden shipgpafigts.

This picnic bench-style table is simatal well-designed; a good example of clever logtroistion.



| like this table design. Although secured withtéaeers, the sticks could also be lashed togethishdraft-style.

Yet another way to make tables is shown in thesenples; the legs were carved with a chainsaw, tharmred.



More Chairs: These chairs were maitle the popular tapered log and drilled hole teghe.

More Benches: The bench on the left is a rockingcheMost log chairs can be made into rocking chay
using curved log sections for the rockers.

The bench on the right, with attached arch, candeel several ways. You can cover the arch withhclot
thatching, or an animal hide, for a shade canopypa can plant climbing vines on either side @& bench, train
them up the arch and have an arbor bench, or yoadd planters to both ends of the bench, growvelth#ing
vines in the planters, and have a portable arboctne



Porch Swings: Here is one way to make a rystich swing, so you can relax after a hard daguofiving.

This porewing is made with the taper and drill technique.



Swings don’t have to be confined to the porch,ezitNou can hang one from a tree, or make your swpport.

There are a couple of different waysiake swing support frames. Pick the one youthkebest.



Here is a clevee wf curved and twisted logs, to make a swing aupp

Beds: This bed frame wasstarcted using the tapered log and drilled holaneje.



Curved logs can dlsaused, to make a bed frame, like this nicelytedabne.

Even twisted wood (that you might coesidiorthless for construction) can be used, if goriclever.



Space is tight in small cabinsbsaak bed designs are a good way to make maximenofus.

This futon-style bunk bed is another sps&aving design, or the upper bunk could be usestéoage.



Ladders: Logs have been notched to create log taddehundreds of years. Plank steps are an agitiqrgrade.

Heraarsother way to notch a log, to make a log ladder.

If the traditional log ladder doesafipeal to you, check out this interesting spirgldtaircase.



Fences: Logs and sticks can be madestic fences, to keep livestock in, and to kedpuders out.

There are several ways to make log &kl fences. Check out the ornamental gatehoudberight.

| prefer my fences to beduonal, but good designs can also be aesthetiplhsing.



Planters: kagan be hollowed out, to make rustic planter boxes

Log planters are a good glaxgrow flowers, culinary herbs, and medicinablse

If you find natllyahollow logs, you can use them as planters d& we



Watering Troughs: Log water troughs were used logfgre metal one became available, and they lagefars.

A single watering trough can also be useprbvide water to livestock in more than one feheeclosure.

Running Water: Water can be supplied to yalirc from an uphill source, by using log guttersiog pipes.

Log pipes are made by drilling out the center gtlavith a long auger, and tapering one end, to fite next log.



Log Planters: Gardening at your survival cabin Wwé&lmore productive if you build raised garden Heais logs.

Security Barriers: Log Cribs (oversized log plaatgited with stones and gravel, with soil and g$aan top) can
be placed at strategic points around the cabinjgeras anti-vehicle obstacles, to prevent surgebele attacks.

Ballistic Protection: Log cribs can be made evdlertaand filled with loose gravel, for use as ktitesistant
barriers. These can be positioned in front of yeabin doors and windows, to protect you from snfper



Another way to increase physical security is tddwyour survival cabin in the form of a pioneer dtbouse,
within a log palisade. The blockhouse gives yoelawated observation and firing platform, and thkspde
creates an enclosed safe area where you can lgarden, storage buildings, stables, etc, protefotead attack.

A log palisade wall can be as tall as desiaad, can be constructed with firing ports and eleyatalkways.

Blockhouses are usually positioned at one cornarlo§ palisade enclosure, for best strategic agesrand
usually have just one stout door (inside the pdé¥aand no windows (or narrow firing ports) atgrd level.
A perimeter fence is often built around the bloakbm, to make it harder for attackers to reach tiieihg.



A less conspicuous way to defend your survival mabby making concealed fighting and observatiositons.
See my article “How to Survive a Sniper Attack” fdeas, or get the Army field manual on Field Rardtions.

If you have the time and energy to excavate, youcoamstruct a secret underground storage roomhatemut,
using a design similar to this one, dug into tlie gif a hill, and which can be made from milled ham or logs.

Notice how the hideout on the left is similar irapk to the primitive cabin on the right? Just cleathg location
of the door to the small end of the cabin, and lyave the log version of the hideout. | prefer taehtawvo exits in
my hideouts, so | would make the “chimney” largewgh to use as a small emergency escape hatcim geste.



Another type of hide you should know how to makealed a scout pit. This is a hidden, covereddeshelter
which is large enough to lie down inside. These pén be used as concealed hideouts, hidden castpaitgrs,
or secure sleeping areas, or they can be usedlhssct store equipment and supplies, or modibedige as

shiper positions. Scout pits can be made with@dor entrance, or they can have a crawlway ecgrarstead.

How to make a scout pit: Dig a trench, cover vatlps and dirt, create an entranceway, and theguidis it well.
The basic scout pit can be improved by addirayarl of waterproof material over it, and by traaspihg local
live vegetation (bushes, grasses, etc) to teeh@ad cover, to improve concealment (I like thgslants best).

This scout pit has been tmesed with the crawlway type of entrance at one. e



Buried Caches: Elevated food caches are designieskfmyour food out of reach of hungry animals, baried
caches are used to hide and store food, equipsgplies, fuel, or guns and ammo safely, until gead them.
The simplest buried caches are just holes dugaigtbund, lined with sticks and dry grass, filledl@overed up.
Ancient caches have been found which still condiied grains, dried fruits and vegetables, andddmeat jerky.
People have also cached water or oil in clay potgass jars, by filling the pits with soft sand,avoid breakage.

A slightly more sophisticated cache was made byibgra wooden barrel with a trap door, like a tiogt cellar.

Buried caches can also be made by digging horitgmtdo a hillside. You can still make primitiveaches, but
modern ones are made by burying supplies in stpii@itic barrels, or various sizes of army surplasna cans.



Cordage: Knowing how to make rope and cordage fomally available materials will come in handy at a
survival cabin, because there are always manyfasesrdage, such as tying lashings, or making.nets

Tools and Techniques: You can make a lot of sirtgués yourself, if you know how (such as woodenlats).
The more tools you know how to make, the bettergpd you can become through your own efforts. Jdrae
thing applies to techniques, or skills. Knowing soaever techniques, such as how to make and sisarg
vise, will make life at your survival cabin lessi$trating. See my articles “101 Survival Skillshdd'Simple
Improvised Tools”, for more details. | like to inguise, and learning how to make your own stufiis! f

Adze: An adze is a simple tool that people @@ldise any more, but they come in handy for maimyifive
wood-working tasks, such as making wooden bplob planters, log watering troughs, and duganbes.



Saws: You can make an improvised saw from sticks or lumber, if you have a saadbl

If you don’t have a saw blade, you can make crugtsions from any strips of steel that might be lawée.
A triangular file can be used to shape teeth inoddge of soft steel, but hardened steels, sustealsstraps
found on large shipping boxes, should be softemmst] by annealing (heat to red in a fire, thercial slowly).

Improvised saw blades will not cut as well as stawaght versions, but they do work. For best resuise a
small punch, or a nail, to set the saw teeth (likach outwards slightly, alternating in oppositeadtions).

One way to keep a store-bought saw blade hasidy, make a belt from two layers of leather, with blade
hidden inside. Bow saw blades are flexible (thiwhy you must use cordage, to tension the samdwork).



Snow Saw: Useful for shaping snow blocks when lngjdgloos, a functional snow saw can be made fwwoud.

Drill: You can make a small bow drill, malilee a friction fire drill, using a sharpened nad the drill bit.
If you have several small drill bits (orfeifent size nails), you can make an entire driltlse same way.

Parts of a Bow Dirill: A bow drill consisté a spindle with drill bit, a bow with thong, aadivot block.

Pump drill: A pump drill is similar to a bow drilexcept the thong is tied to the spindle, and tbemcrossbar.
You wind the thong around the spindle (by turning $pindle by hand to ready it), then push dowtherbar to
make the drill spin. A flywheel weight keeps thénsite turning, and the thong rewinds itself for thext pump.



Augers: If you have an auger, or a whole sé¢heif, you can add wooden handles to them, likerfPielee did.

An old brace and bit set is faster to use than eden T-handle, but if you don’t have one, you cakenthem.
The homemade braces on the right aren’t as sopdisti as the metal version on the left, but thewolik ok.



Blacksmithing Tools: To be as self-sufficient asgble, you can make your own nails, tools, and\ware
items, using basic blacksmithing tools. The minimsghis an anvil, hammer, tongs, and a forge atdvize
You can make improvised versions of these itemsnsgarticle “Scrounging Metal and Survival Blackdnmg”
for details. For fuel for the forge, if you don’ave access to coal, you can make your own homeuotadeoal.

A blacksmithing setup at a survival cabin can by eenall, like the example on the left (notice pieforge), or
you can construct an entire smithy, with a permaetme forge, like the example on the right (aligfoif you
don’t have an anvil, you can substitute an engloel) etc.). The nice thing about blacksmithindlsks that you
can use crude improvised tools to make better téddlsyou need is a good supply of scrap metal materials.

Another good item to make is a simple grindstoseful for shaping metal, and sharpening tools aeapons.



Dovetails: The dovetail notshaihandy technique for making wooden items, hke maul.

Check out this clever benchjah is made without any fasteners, only dovetaiits.

Another way to connect woode&tps together is the pinned socket joint, as shuava.



One more useful tool to make,Use at your survival cabin, is the wooden shabimge.

There are several ways to nekbkaving horse, so choose the design that yobdéke

The shaving horse is used to hold woodecegiewhile you shape them with a drawknife, or otbels.



More Stuff: Here are even more items to comsidome are useful, some are decorative, and apariaoth:

I like hurricane lamps, but if you don’t have aggu can make improvised versions from availabégemals.

These simple oil lamps, made from stonelay, can burn olive oil, nut oils, or renderednaal fats.

Shown here are pitch sticks (glue madenfpitch and charcoal), and some improvised snovgigsg

Spoons, bowls, and many other cooking utensiisbeacarved from wood, and they work as well asahaates.



If you need to grind seeds, natggrains, make a primitive mortar and pestle, oredate.

Improvised torches are easy &ikenfrom rolled strips of dried tree barks (birglyood).

The Swedish torch is another useful busha@eaft you can make, good for outdoor lighting, anddooking.



Any survival cabin setup could be improwéth the addition of an improvised outdoor cookstgtion.

You can make your own wooden cooking skewalyou need is some sticks, and a good bushcnatt.k

Cooking stakes, and cooking planks,items that are easy to make and use, for sureo@king.



Food dryingkaa@re a useful addition to any survival cabingetu

An improvised smoker can be as simpla fd drying rack that is covered by tarps, onatihides.



Simple pole frameworks make for useful hide wigytacks, and a hide on a rack makes a nice cagioration.

Basic bushcraft skills and pioneering skills, sashknowing how to lash sticks and poles togeth#r eordage,
allow you to create any number of useful itemsyfimprovised camp gear, to things like animal feedghs.



This is one way to make a sturdy stick gate, betsame design can be adapted for doors, shudteed)le tops.

A frame like this one can be used forlbhads, or you can add more shelves and makeagstonit.



Cattail leaves, reeds, or tedsgrasses can be woven into mats, and other siigear.

Various other types of plant materta be tied or woven together, to make the sanmestgpgear.

These cattail leaves make a superiwhy mat, softer than most other wilderness mnadde



The old-fashioned hand washboard still workgdbclothes clean, and they also make good calgiordgons.
If you don’t have one, you can always make ymun improvised version from wood, like many piorseeid.

Another useful item you can make from wood isghespector’s sluice box, nice to have when panfongold.

Here is an improvised frame, for misrand pictures, and an end table and baskets, inmadesticks.



Baskets made from flexible tree barks, such aspare a traditional wilderness container you esmri to make.

Here amme examples of bark baskets and containers.

| am fond of stick deer, and their larger coutig deer. They are decorative, and they also rgakel targets!



Improvised canteens, made from gourds, ostrich,eggsections of bamboo, make interesting cabirodgimons.

| like to make primitive fishing hk®and nets, and they look good hanging on thencaall.

Harpoons can be made from modern or gxenmaterials, and make for an interesting disjplege.

rdes one way to make primitive harpoon heads.



Primitive archery gear is another good choioechbin decorations that are also functional (lbet$iunting!)

There are many ways to make arrowheads, $sigaals, and harpoon heads, and they make nicaykspl

Crossbows are enjoyable to make, and to pmaatith. This miniature is suitable for indoor targeactice.

Animal bones are another furtamal to use, when making primitive tools and waagp



If you learn how to knap flint, obsdi or glass, you can make your own decorativeestaives.

One of my favorite cabin decorations idla in a crate, and it is also quite useful (Dfsimbies Die!).

The only cabin decoration more enjoyable thaflein a crate, is a crate full of rifles (cotiethe whole set!)



If you want to make a more sophisticategldig you can turn your rifle crate into a coffable, like this.

Don't laugh, but there are even more things yoddtdo at a survival cabin, if you wish. For instangou could
build a primitive fishing pier or boat dock, or neaklevated towers or tree houses, for use as |logk®sitions or
hunting stands, or you could construct animal tps cages, for your small livestock. There aressvypes of
improvised bridges you can make, that would makagier to get across a stream, etc. So while yamunaver
actually need to build a survival cabin, to help yiwe through a long-term disaster, you could alsvdo these
things just for the fun of it. But then again, haypgiutant cannibal alien zombies could very welpienning to
launch an EMP attack at any moment, so you mighitt weakeep your guard up, just in case!



