


GOD'S GLORY IN THE HEAVENS 

"T H E  reverence of Jehovah is the beginning of wi5 
dom." Only the foolish say in their heart, "There is 
no God." "Day unto day uttereth speech, and 

night unto night showeth knowledge." "The heavens de- 
clare tlie glory of God."-Psalms III:IO; 143; I ~ : I ,  2. 

An appreciation of the infinite Power of the Creator and of 
our own littleness should make 31s teachable: The study of 
Creation is the "Key of ICnwle~gc." Using t l ~ i a  Key we 
begin to realize tha t  the onfy w o 4 y  ambition is to co-operate 
with our Creator's beheficent dmigJ respecting Hi9 Creation. 

The planets of our System &pared wirh -our Sun are 'as 
nothing. Imagine .the Sun's d&mt$qr that of a large flour 
barrel: Jupiter would ~orn~ar.e.~q* I(. -8tnall orange, Earth and 
Venus as peas, and hlercury:+& Vgrs as raspberry seeds. 

The Sun is three hundred %%mad the8 the size of our 
Earth. A train a t  thirty m t h ,  'u~'hour ~ou ld  go around the 
Earth in one month, bu! three hundred and forty yeals would 
be required for i t  to travel the circumference of the Sun. 

Our day and night arc the result of tho Eatth's rotation on 
its own axis, while its motion around the Sun merits our year. 
Planets nearer the Sun have shorter orbits, and hence, shorter 

' years, while remote ones have longer years. A year on the 
planet Mercury would equal three of our months. On N e p  
tune, farthest off, a year equals 164 of Earth's years. 

Yet our Sun is only one of theJixed stars, of which the most 
up-todate astronomical methods estimate there are one hun- 
dred and twenty-five millions. Around each of these fixed 
shrs undoubtedly revolves a planetary System like our own. 
Thus reckoned, there are one thousand million worlds. Even 
this is not the limit. If we should stand upon the farthest and 
dimmest star, we should no doubt from there see as many more 
beyond. We are appalled a t  the greatness of the Universe. 

The zodiacal signs illustrate various sections of the heavens, 
visible a t  different seasons. 



THE FIRST DAY OR EPOCH 

T H E  Genesis account tells nothing about the forma- 
tion of'the Earth itself. I t  says, "In the beginning 
the Earth was-without form and void"-shapeless, 

empty. There were neither mou ntains nor valleys, trees nor 
shrubs, riven nor oceans, but the Earth was. How long before 
that it had been created, is not stated. The account of the 
Days of Creation given in Genesis relates not to the construction 
of our globe, but to the ordering of it for human habitation. 

There are various theories regarding its formation. We 
follow the one most closely harmonizing with the Bible. It is 
called the Vailian theory. I t  assumes that Saturn's rings and 
Jupiter's belts illustrate Earth's development as a planet. 

The Earth was once molten, as indicated by the igneous 
rocks of the Azoic period: so called ,by scientists, but not 
discussed in the Bible. When the Earth was molten, its 
water and minerals were thrown off a great distance in gaseous 
form. As these cooled and took shape, they constituted 
great rings a t  a distance from the Earth. 

Gradually the motion of the rings became different from that 
of the Earth in proportion to the distance from the center of 
gravity. These rings of water and mineral gradually approach- 
ing the Earth would be kept off by centrifugal force, particularly 
strong a t  the equator. The "brooding" of Holy Energy d e  
veloped a light, probably resembling the Aurora Borealis-not 
sunlight. The Sun did not appear until the Fourth Day. 

"Let there be light! and there was light." Thus, briefly, 
is summed up the result of the 7,000 years, styled the First 
Day. Not that God's Word would not have been sufficient 
for any miracle, but because He prefers to  work out His glorious 
designs along natural lines.--Genesis I :3. 

There are scientists who claim that the Earth still has one 
ring about it, an electrical ring which, falling, will in a few 
years destroy fermentation, microbes and parasites, and 
greatly assist plant and animal life. 
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