%
i
3
=
o
o
fg,
2

AL UL LS

SCENARIO OF

The PHOTO-DRAMA of

REATIO

I

The Divine Revelation, the Bible, is the
‘Wisdom from Above, the Noblest Science
= and the Best Instruction.

LB UL

5

f

ALK

1914 COPYRIGHT 1914
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

AL

INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
London, England; Melbourne, Australia;
BROOKLYN, N. Y., U. S. A.




T

o
I

SR
N

GOD'S GLORY IN THE HEAVENS
HE reverence of Jehovah is the beginning of wis-
dom.” Only the foolish say in their heart, “I'hereis
no God.” “Day unto day uttereth speech, and
night unto night showeth knowledge.” ‘““T'he heavens de-
clare the glory of God.”—Psalms 111:10; 14:1; 19:1, 2.
An appreciation of the infinite Power of the Creator and of
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our own littleness should make us teachable. ‘T'he study of
Creation is the “Key of Knowledge.” Using this Key we
begin to realize that the only worthy ambition is to co-operate
with our Creator’s beneficent designs respecting IHis Creation.

The planets of our System compared with our Sun are as
nothing. Imagine the Sun’s diameter that of a large flour

barrel: Jupiter would compare as a small orange, arth and
Venus as peas, and Mercury and Mars as raspberry seeds.
The Sun is three hundred thousand times the size of our
Earth. A train at thirty miles an hour could go around the
Earth in one month, but three hundred and forty years would

be required for it to travel the circumference of the Sun.

Our day and night are the result of the Ilarth’s rotation on
its own axis, while its motion around the Sun marks our year.
Planets nearer the Sun have shorter orbits, and hence, shorter
years, while remote ones have longer years. A year on the
planet Mercury would equal three of our months. On Nep-
tune, farthest off, a year equals 164 of Earth’s years.

Yet our Sun is only one of the fixed stars, of which the most
up-to-date astronomical methods estimate there are one hun-
dred and twenty-five millions. Around each of these fixed
stars undoubtedly revolves a planetary System like our own.
Thus reckoned, there are one thousand million worlds. Even
this is not the limit. If we should stand upon the farthest and
dimmest star, we should no doubt from there see as many more
beyond. We are appalled at the greatness of the Universe.

The zodiacal signs illustrate various sections of the heavens,
visible at different seasons.
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THE FIRST DAY OR EPOCH
HE Genesis account tells nothing about the forma-
tion of the Earth itself. It says, “In the beginning
the Earth was—without form and void”—shapeless,

empty. There were neither mou ntains nor valleys, trees nor

shrubs, rivers nor oceans, but the Earth was. Howlong before
that it had been created, is not stated. The account of the

Days of Creation given in Genesis relates not to the construction

of our globe, but to the ordering of it for human habitation.

There are various theories regarding its formation. We
follow the one most closely harmonizing with the. Bible. It is
called the Vailian theory. It assumes that Saturn’s rings and
Jupiter’s belts illustrate Earth’s development as a planet.

The FEarth was once molten, as indicated by the igneous
rocks of the Azoic period: so called by scientists, but not
discussed in the Bible. When the Earth was molten, its
water and minerals were thrown off a great distance in gaseous
form. As these cooled and took shape, they constituted
great rings at a distance from the Earth.

Gradually the motion of the rings became different from that

Z8 of the Earth in proportion to the distance from the center of

gravity. These tings of water and mineral gradually approach-
ing the Earth would be kept off by centrifugal force, particularly
strong at the equator. The “brooding” of Holy Energy de-
veloped a light, probably resembling the Aurora Borealis—not
sunlight. The Sun did not appear until the Fourth Day.

“Let there be light! and there was light.” Thus, briefly,
is summed up the result of the 7,000 years, styled the First
Day. Not that God’s Word would not have been sufficient
for any miracle, but because He prefers to work out His glorious
designs along natural lines—Genesis 1:3.

There are scientists who claim that the Earth still has one
ring about it, an electrical ring which, falling, will in a few
years destroy fermentation, microbes and parasites, and
greatly assist plant and animal life.
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THE SECOND DAY OR EPOCH
HE expressions ‘“evening and morning” and ‘“day”
cannot be understood to signify twenty-four-hourdays,
for neither Sun nor Moon was visible.until the Fourth
Day. The Earth was swathed in impenetrable darkness.

The word “day” applies to any period, or Epoch, as for in-
stance, the “Day of temptation in the wilderness”—forty
years. (Psalm 95:8.) - Note again, that we read of the “Day
of Christ,” evidently referring to the thousand-year Day in
which Messiah is to be King over all the Earth. (Isaiah 2:11.)
In the common affairs of life we use the word “day” similarly,
when  referring to Casar’s day, Napoleon’s day, etc.

We follow the theory that each of the Seven Days of the
Creative Week was a period of seven thousand years. This,
seven times seven thousand, equals forty-nine thousand
(7 x 7,000=49,000) years, ushering in a grand Jubilee Epoch.

As one after another the encircling rings of water and
minerals approached the Earth they would spread out like a
great canopy, but would not be permitted to fall upon the
Earth because of the circumambient air, referred to in Scrip-
ture as a “firmament.” Saturn’s rings have not yet fallen.

God made the firmament in the second, or Palaozoic Day,
and separated the waters which were under the firmament
from the waters which were above the firmament. (Genesis
1:7.) The strongly mineralized waters above the Earth, held
off by the “ﬁrmamént” and centrifugal force, greatest at the
equator, gradually concentrated at the two poles, where later
they broke and then reached the Earth, forming layer after
layer of mineralized earth deposited by the water which rushed
from both poles toward the equator.—Genesis 7:11, 18.

These rings, or belts, of water and minerals followed each
other as great deluges upon the Earth—perhaps thousands of
years apart. The Deluge of Noah’s day was the last, of pure
water only, heavier minerals being attracted first. Hence
minerals are generally under several layers of shale and soil.
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“LET THERE BE LIGHT”
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THE THIRD DAY OR EPOCH
ND God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gath-
ered together unto one place, and let the dry land of
the Earth appear; and it was so. And God called the
dry land earth; and the gathering together of the waters called
He seas. Andtheeveningand the morning were the Third Day.”
The beautiful simplicity of this statement might mislead us
into thinking that the gathering together of the oceans and the
erection of mountains were works of magic. While Divine
operations are all great and wonderful, they are usually accom-
plished by reasonable methods, called the “course of Nature.”
And Nature’s course must be marked out by Nature’s God.
"The ring theory of Cosmogony is that several rings had pre-
cipitated themselves upon the Earth during this Third Epoch-
Day. These, according to the Divine intention, so increased
the pressure on the crust of the Earth as to cause it to buckle
or wrinkle. These depressions became ocean beds, and the
upheavals became mountain ranges. Thus was the work of
the Third Day accomplished. The waters were gathered into
seas and oceans, the dry land was upheaved and began grad-
ually to drain off in preparation for vegetation. This draining
must have required a long time.—Genesis 1:9, 10.

We need not assume that all the continents as we now know
them were thrown up on the Third Epoch-Day. In all prob-
ability the American continent was thrown up much later than
were Europe, Asia and Africa. Earthquake disturbances in
our day have changed the surface of the land. They give us a
reasonable conception of how the Divine command was exe-
cuted on the Third Day, preparatory to Earth’s vegetation.

Appropriately we next read: “And the Earth brought forth
grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yield-
ing fruit.” That is to say, vegetation bégan on the Third, or
Carboniferous Day, though it did not reach its perfection until
after the light of the Sun penetrated. There are grasses and
other vegetation which prosper best in darksome shades.
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THE FOURTH DAY OR EPOCH
ND God made fwo great lights, the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night.”

It is not necessary to suppose that the Sun and the
Moon were created after our Earth. Instead there is a much
more reasonable way of viewing the matter. The Sun, the
Moon and the Stars were created long before, but had never,
up to this time, cast their light upon the Earth because of the
impenetrable veil which canopied it.

The appearance of the Sun and the Moon on the Fourth Day
implies that another ring broke at that time and precipitated
its great mass of water and mineral upon the Earth. Grea-
gullies were washed between the mountains.

The atmosphere, heavily charged with carbon, was very
favorable to the development of plant life.

Itis supposed that the Earth still had considerable heat in its
crust, that oceans were warm and highly carboniferous, and
that the air was surcharged with carbon to the extent that no
breathing animal could have existed. But those very conditions
were extremely favorable to gigantic growths of vegetation.

This giant vegetation presumably passed into a condition
resembling that of the peat-beds of our day. These beds of
incipient coal afterwards came under great pressure, as one
after another the rings of Earth came down in deluges, burying
vegetation under slimy deposits. Our coal-fields are the result.

We are not to assume that the Sun and the Moon shone on
the earth then as now. But they were discernible even through
heavy banks of fog and carbon-laden atmosphere. The in-
fluences of the Sun and the Moon were necessary to prepare
for higher forms of plant and animal life.

We may as properly lay stress on the word rule as on the
word made in this text. God caused the Sun to rule the day
and the Moon to rule the night. Besides, symbolically, it is
claimed that the Moon represents the Law Covenant rule, and
the Sun the New Covenant rule.
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